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Sing of a Rose in December 

ushers in the Advent season with a special concert service.   Like a 
rose that blossoms even in the cold and barren winter, Christ comes 
among us with the bloom of love and salvation.   Celebrate with the 

Chancel Choir, Ladies Ensemble, Faith First Men and 
instrumentalists. 

 

Wednesday Night Advent Worship Services 

Christmas Eve Services 

December Worship Schedule 
8:15 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Choir 
Concert “Sing a Rose in 
December”

8:15 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Youth 
Program “A Night in 
Bethlehem”

8:15 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Worship

8:15 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Worship

4:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services 
with Preludes starting 
at 4:10 & 10:15 p.m. 

 10:30 a.m. Lessons & 

Carols (One Service)



Listen. Laugh. Love. 

Listen. Advent – while 
it can be a busy 
season full of activity 
– can also be a time of 
waiting and listening, 
listening for God’s 
breaking into our 
lives with words of 
hope, peace and joy. 

Our worship this season includes times for 
reflective listening: The Advent midweek services 
are designed to give you a break from the hectic 
parts of the season – a time to light candles and 
reflect on the light of Christ. But there are also 
times for listening with joy and wonder:  Don’t 
miss the beautiful music at the Christmas 
concert or the wonderful words of hope and joy 
throughout the season that lead up to Christmas 
eve. 

Laugh!  In the midst of the busyness of this 
season, I hope you can take time to laugh!  I 
went to a “comedy of errors” play the other night 
and laughed and laughed. After the play, the 

theatre was a buzz of energy– and laughter. Real 
laughter is good for the soul and fills us with joy. 

When I think of the Christmas story, I think God 
has a sense of humor too. After all… blessing 
Elizabeth and Zachariah with a baby – in their old 
age (whatever that meant at the time). I bet they 
laughed. And Mary, after she got over the shock of 
having a baby without a husband – I hope she 
laughed. What about the shepherds in the field 
visited by angels? Again, after they got over their 
shock and fear and then amazement, wouldn’t 
they have been filled with joy – and laughter? 

Love. God gave His gift of love to us on Christmas 
– Jesus Christ. Coming as a vulnerable baby, 
Jesus was born just like us, to be one of us and to 
save us – all because of love. As the song says, 
“Love came down at Christmas.” 

Listen! Hear, see and taste the love God gives you. 
Laugh! Rejoice! Christ came to fill all people with 
joy. Love. May God’s love fill your heart and life 
and then flow through you so that you may share 
with others the wonderful surprising and joyful 
love of God. 

Greetings All, 

O u r  C o m m u n i t y 
Engagement Process is 
underway!  We have 
trained “Listeners” for 
completing interviews 
with congregation 
members, the Steering 
Team has begun 
making plans, and 
w e ’ r e  g a t h e r i n g 

additional listeners to complete interviews in the 
neighborhood. My hope is to keep an open line of 
communication throughout this process, so, in 
response to questions and wondering I’ve heard: 

We did interviews in the past. Why are we 
doing it again?   

“Congregational interviews are a measure of 
transformation. Much can change in 5-years time! 
We hope the responses identify some of the shifts 
in the congregation’s culture as each church is 
unique, and many facets of community life do not 
remain exactly the same. We need to clarify 
answers to the questions, “Who are we?” and 
“Where are we now?” 

 

Were there outcomes from the earlier 
interviews? 

“Yes! Pastor Pam noted improved relationship 
and connections with Robbins Way, website 
updates and branding, as well as the community 
breakfast experiment. Going forward, we’ll 
attempt additional experiments based on what 
we’re learning about the broader community, and 
we’ll learn from what works and what doesn’t. If 
we don’t succeed, we’ll keep trying!” 

Wondering and conversation are part of the 
process. If you have other questions, concerns, 
thoughts…...please talk to Pastor Pam or me.  We 
are church together! 

P.S.  If you have interest in participating on the 
Steering Team or as a neighborhood listener 
please let Pastor Pam or me know!  Neighborhood 
listening will take place on a Saturday or Sunday 
afternoon. We’ll go out in pairs following a brief 
orientation. Save the date for our Timeline Event 
on Sunday, January 13th following the 10:30 
service.  

2 



 

Tommy Thompson President 

Melanie Bahneman VP/Youth Committee 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/

 Congregational Life 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Larry Geer Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 

Merideth Foster Youth Committee 

Linda Fernelius Congregational Life 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15am 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Kirsten Kessel, Deacon 

Katie Lintelmann, Administrative/
Communications Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  

Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  
Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Thanks to all who took the time to complete the 
Faith Conversations Survey!  Based on your 
responses, three actions will be taken. First, 
anyone with interest is invited to participate in a 
conversation on Jim Wallis’s book, The (Un) 
Common Good: How the Gospel Brings Hope to a 
World Divided. Jim Wallis is the New York Times 
Best-selling Author of God’s Politics and The Great 
Awakening. Wallis is also the President, CEO, and 
editor-in-chief of Sojourners magazine. The group 
will read two chapters and gather for discussion 
every other week beginning in February. Details to 
follow! 
 
In addition, two events will be forthcoming, 
including a movie viewing followed by discussion 
and a respectful conversation on a complex topic. 
If you’d like to give input to either of these events, 
such as which movie or topic, or general event 
planning, please contact Deacon Kirsten at 
deaconkirsten@faithlilacway.org, or 763-458-7332. 

Others suggested personal interests to gather 
around. All great ideas for small-group start-ups or 
additional one-time events to try!  Watch for news 
on these possibilities! 
 

Six congregations 

sponsor and serve as volunteers to distribute The 
Sheridan Story (TSS) meal bags to three 
elementary schools in the Robbinsdale School 
District. Every week during the school year we are 
providing a weekend meal to 500 families! Many of 
these families are facing housing transitions due to 
the lack of affordable housing. At Meadow Lake 
alone, the student turnover is 50% every school 
year! So, in addition to feeding people living with 
food and shelter instability, our KidPack program 
provides a piece (peace) of stability for families. 
Please consider making an end-of-year 
contribution to this meaningful mission. Checks 
can be written to “Bonfire Ministries” with KidPack 
in the memo and mailed to First Lutheran Church 
(7708 62nd Ave N., Brooklyn Park, MN  55428), 
placed in the offering plate, or mailed to FLW (5530 
42nd Ave N, Robbinsdale, MN 55422). 
 
Please save the date: Friday, January 25th, 5:00 

– 8:00pm, for a special fundraiser (BINGO! Silent 

Auction!) at St. James Lutheran Church, 6700 46th 

Place N, Crystal, MN, 55428.  Watch for details!  
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Nov 25: Accompaniment Series: Empowerment 

Dec 2: The Gospel of Luke – Overview & Advent 
Bible Study 

Dec 9: Accompaniment Series: Sustainability, 
Prayer, & Worship 

Dec 16: Advent & Christmas Traditions Old & 
New 

Dec 23: Christmas Cookies and Carols 

 

Increase your understanding and joy this Advent 
and Christmas by taking home a book from our 
Library. We have conveniently placed our 
collection in the narthex by the ushers' stand. 
here are some examples: “Come, Lord Jesus,” 
“Christmas Conversations with the Mother of 
Jesus,” “Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of 
Christmas,” “The Story of the Advent Wreath,” 
“Keeping Christmas,” “Manger in the Mountains,” 
and “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” Happy 
reading! — Christmas joy and blessings to you! 

Friday, November 30 

Attention: All Youth Middle school & High 
schoolers bring friends for a fun night! The  Youth 
Lock-In will be from 7 p.m. to midnight. Contact 
Riley Ferguson or Melanie Bahneman for further 
information. 

 

Nov 25: Christmas Program Practice 

Dec 2: Christmas Program Practice 

Dec 9: Christmas Program Practice 

Dec 16: Advent & Christmas Traditions Old & New 

Dec 23: Christmas Cookies & Carols 

Nov 28: Christmas Prgm Practice/Cookie Baking 

Dec 5: Wildfire Confirmation at Valley of Peace at 
6:30 p.m. 

Dec 12: Caroling & Advent Worship–ALL YOUTH 

Dec 19: Christmas Party & Advent Worship–ALL 
YOUTH 

Where?  Week of Hope in Kenosha, Wisconsin 

When?  July 14-19 

Cost? $266 plus transportation (est. $400) 

Who? (Age 12 - Sr. High) & Friends welcome! 

This summer our Faith-Lilac Way youth and 
friends are traveling to Kenosha, WI to make a 
difference in people’s lives. During the WEEK OF 
HOPE, we will work during the day, and at night 
we’ll participate in incredible programming that 
will draw us closer to Jesus and each other. 
There will be games, worship, videos, skits—you 
name it! Sign-up as soon as possible so that you 
can be a part of this awesome experience! 

 

Claimed & Wildly Loved by GOD 

Wildfire 4th-11th grade Week: August 4-9 

Wildfire 1st-3rd grade weekend: Aug 2-4 

Know someone who would like to go to camp? 
Registration opens Jan 15. Spots fill up quickly 
so register by March 15 to guarantee your spot! 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church was chosen for the 2018 Best of Robbinsdale Awards in the category 
of Places of Worship. The Best of Robbinsdale Award was created to acknowledge the best businesses in 
our community.  

 

At the Spiritual discernment gathering on Sunday, November 18th, a consensus was reached that God 
was leading Faith-Lilac Way, as a congregation, to welcome any intern pastor from Luther Seminary, 
including those who identify themselves as GLBTQ (gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender, queer). This 
Spiritual Discernment came as the result of a question from Luther Seminary as they seek to make 
good placements. See the process for hosting an intern on page 9. 
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Help us count down the weeks until we celebrate 
Christmas when God sent Jesus, the Light of the 
World to us! Candle lighters and readers are 
needed for both 8:15 and 10:30 services. Sign up 
on the green contact sheet in worship or contact 
the office at 763-537-4523.  

“Sing of a Rose in December” on Sunday, 
December 2 at 10:30 a.m. ushers in the Advent 
season with a special concert service. Scripture, 
readings and concert selections reflect our 
anticipation of the long-foretold birth of Christ, 
and God's promised salvation. 

Join the community at Robbinsdale City Hall on 
Tuesday, December 4th at 6 p.m. for the Annual 
Chamber of Commerce Christmas Tree Lighting. 
This event, which takes place in partnership with 
the city, is perfect for families with caroling, warm 
beverages and treats, and a visit by Santa who 
makes an extra special arrival that you have to 
see to believe! 

 

If you like crafts, come to FLW on Saturday, 
December 8 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., to help us 
make Birthday cards to send to FLW 
members.  No experience necessary, ages 12 and 
up.  

Dig out those favorite Christmas treats recipes 
and bake a batch or two to donate to WELCA’s 
annual sale. It could be: breads, cookies, candy, 
pies, scones, lefse, cupcakes, cakes or whatever 
sounds delicious! Donations will be accepted and 
packaged Saturday morning on December 8 in the 
Fellowship Hall but will also be accepted on 
Sunday, December 9. WELCA keeps our kitchen 
supplied and purchases other needed items to 
provide hospitality for our faith community and 
those who share our church. WELCA appreciates 
all the support it receives from our Faith-Lilac 
Way family and looks forward to sharing the 
Christmas season with you. Dig out those recipes!  

Come and support our children and youth as they 
tell the Christmas story through the play, “A Night 
in Bethlehem”! Mary, Joseph, the Innkeeper and 
the shepherds get a chance to speak for 
themselves. The program will be Sunday, 
December 9 as part of the 10:30 worship service.  

 

On Sunday, December 23, you are invited to sing 
with a pick-up choir.  All you have to do is show 
up at 9:45 for a short rehearsal before the 10:30 
service.  We'll prepare a song for offering music. 

 

Volunteers will decorate the sanctuary with  
flowers, candles and lights on Sunday, December 
23 after worship for the Christmas services. If you 
are in town, please stay after church and join us. 
We welcome all to be part of the crew that 
beautifies FLW as we prepare to celebrate 
Christmas. 

If you would like to play or sing in the prelude 
before the 4:30 or 10:30 Christmas Eve service, 
please contact Anne Ng 952-933-4007 or 
abjorkng@yahoo.com. Prelude times for Christmas 
Eve services will be 4:10 and 10:15. 

 

You are always welcome at Faith-Lilac Way 
whether you are a “member” or not. But if you 
have been looking for a church home or have been 
attending but haven’t yet decided whether or not 
to “join,” we invite you to make it official! Please 
see Pastor Pam if you are interested, curious or 
wish for more information. 
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10:30am  “Sing of a Rose” Choir 
Concert 

6:00pm  Robbinsdale’s Annual 
Christmas Tree 
Lighting

9:30am  W/ELCA Christmas 
Cookies & Treats Bake 
Sale 

10:30am “A Night in 
Bethlehem” Youth 
Program 

8:30am  NEAR’s Christmas Toy 
Distribution Event—
Sign up in the 
Narthex! 

9:30am Christmas Cookies & 
Carols 

10:30am  Pick-Up Choir Concert 

11:30am  Decorate the 
Sanctuary! 

4:30pm  Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  
worship 

10:30pm  Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  
worship 

 

Faith-Lilac Way, 

Thank you for being part of our day. It meant the world to us to 
get married at Faith-Lilac Way. Thank you! 

   —Mike and Megan Woods 

Faith-Lilac Way, 

Thank you for helping to move our mission forward by 
providing more high-quality assistance dogs to people in our 
community. Your contributions & generosity are what make it 
possible to provide these specially trained dogs, free of charge, 
to those who need them. Thank you! Thanks to your support, 
during 2017 we certified 42 new dog teams since our inception. 
We are on track to increase the number of assistance dog 
teams graduating next year. Helping us accomplish this are 
more dedicated volunteers and the addition of two new prison 
programs to prepare our puppies. We are having an exciting 
year! 

—Alan Peters, Can Do Canines 

 

Faith-Lilac Way, 

Sincere thanks for your recent gift to the Northwest Suburban 
Dinner At Your Door program. As you know, we are a non-profit 
organization and rely on donations such as yours so we can 
continue to provide hot meals to shut-ins or people unable to 
cook for themselves. 

—Dinner At Your Door Board 

 

Faith Lilac Way, 

Thank you so much for being our guests at our Oct 23 meeting. 
The presentation by Pastor Pam, Linda Fernelius, Linda St. 
John, Carolyn Lageson, and Rebecca Crass was appreciated by 
all of us. Your work with Faith-Lilac Way is an excellent 
example of community, faith, and history combined. 

—Diane Jacobson McGee, Robbinsdale Historical Society 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

As the end of the year approaches, please keep in mind the 
deadline to drop off 2018 contributions is Sunday, December 
30 the church office. If you prefer to mail in your offering, it 
must be postmarked no later than Monday, December 31. Per 
IRS guidelines, envelopes postmarked after this date will apply 
to 2019. Thank you for your generous and faithful donations to 
Faith-Lilac Way, God’s outpost on 42nd and Welcome.  
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The Christmas toy distribution will be Saturday, 
December 15 at the Crystal Community Center 
from 8:30 to 4 p.m. Volunteers can come Friday to 
help set up and/or Saturday to help with the 
distribution. Holiday food is again welcome. 
Byerly’s Baking Sale is on the first week in 
December with sale prices of $1 for items like 
flour, sugar, brown sugar, powdered sugar, cake  
mixes, and other items. These make great items to 
donate. NEAR has also asked for:  

• paper grocery bags,  

• yarn for knitters and  

• gifts for teens and children (please donate 

unwrapped gifts by Monday, December 
10). 

Find shopping lists in manila envelopes attached 
to the box in FLW’s front entryway. Please place 
donated items in the box. Thank you for your 
generosity to our neighbors! 

 

The Civil Air Patrol will be hosting a blood drive 
Thursday, December 27th. If you are interested 
in volunteering as a greeter or would like to donate 
blood, sign-up in the Narthex. 

 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the creator…” James 

1:17 

Faith-Lilac Way relies on the good gifts God has 
given you. Now is a great time to start thinking 
about how you can put those gifts to use at 
Faith-Lilac Way.  

We couldn’t do it without you.  Faith-Lilac Way 
is able to do the ministry that it does because of 
volunteers of all ages and all abilities. 

The opportunities are almost endless of how 
your skills, talents, and avocations can be 
shared to serve God and our neighbors.  Some 
opportunities to serve can be done inside the 
church and others in the community.  Some 
opportunities to serve are regular commitments 
and others are occasional or seasonal. Take a 
look at our opportunities below to see how you 
can serve. 

Worship—Greeter, Communion Assistant, 
Lesson Reader, Usher, Altar Guild 

Hospitality—Sunday Treat Supplier, Kitchen 
Crew, Coffee Clean-Up, Funeral Servers, Sunday 
Transportation, Snow Removal Team 

Children & Youth Ministries—Nursery 
Volunteer, Sunday School: Leaders, Helpers, 
and Substitutes, Confirmation Mentors, Youth 
Service Project Coordinator, Youth Activity 
Coordinator, Youth Missions & Fundraising 
Coordinator, Vacation Bible School Leaders 

Property & Grounds—Cleaning the building, 
Shoveling snow, Gardening, General 
maintenance of building – repairs & painting 

Administrative—Event Planning, Library 
Assistants, Artists, Photographers, Web Design 
& Social Media, Worship Bulletin Volunteer, 
Office Assistant, Banner Crew, Counting Team 

The opportunities are endless! If you would like 
to contribute your time & talent, please call the 
church office at 763-537-4523 or email 
office@faithlilacway.org. 
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… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from  
on-going illnesses or are hospitalized including:  

Ramona Anderson, Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  
Betty Greenly, Brad Hesslund, Jean Louhi, Elizabeth Maxon, 
Margaret Pendzimas, Marilyn Stalheim, David Swanson, Cori 
Vallis, and Valerie Wietzke. 

and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living:  

George Bork, Don Emmons, Beverly Evans, Bob Fernelius, 
Beverly Halbrooks, and Luella Larson.  
 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

 Amen. 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birthdays 
this month. Call the office 
(763.537.4523) with additions 
or corrections to our list. 
Thank you. 

1st Nancy Goodwin 

2nd Connor Peterson 

3rd Rebecca Crass 

4th Louie Stevens 

5th Pastor Pamela Stalheim 
Lane 

6th Lois Emmans 

7th Sue Scheelk 

8th Kim Ipsen 

9th Joshua Luoma, Kirstin 
Morton 

10th Ryan Hartjen, Noah 
Olson, Bryce Tiber, Josh 
Wiste 

11th Brynn Anderson 

13th Joshua Vallis 

15th Darlene Charboneau 

16th Evan Blackman 

17th Luella Larson 

18th Erik Morton, Mary 
O’Neill, Benjamin 
Stalheim Lane 

19th Steven Ferkingstad 

24th Carol Flom 

26th Jack Ng 

29th Nicole Rambow 

30th Christopher Ipsen 

31st Grayson Overman, 
Karah Overman 

But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid.  

1) Congregations, like FLW, apply. Our application for hosting an intern is due at the end of January. 
2) The candidates for internship review the applications and choose places to interview - usually 6-10 
sites. 3) Pastor Pam interviews 6-10 candidates. 4) Pastor Pam and the candidates rank their choices. 
5) The Luther seminary staff assigns candidates to their sites based upon these interview rankings and 
any other information (such as how open a site is to hosting a GBLTQ candidate) that the seminary has 
to make the best pairings possible. 6) Host sites and candidates are notified in April. 
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In December we remember the 
Christ child with a gift to a child,  
a child in our community who we 
do not know by name - but who 
Jesus does. Pick up a gift tag or 
make a donation to NEAR Food 
Shelf. Volunteers also needed to 
help distribute the gifts. Let us 

know if you can help! If you’re not 
a shopper, NEAR Food Shelf also 
welcomes monetary donations to 
provide food for a Christmas 
meal. 

Donate hats, mittens and 
(unwrapped) gifts through  
Monday, December 10. Donate 
Time & Energy for toy and food 
distribution. Saturday, Decem-
ber 15 at the Crystal Community 
Center. Find more information on 
page 8 of this issue of The Ban-
ner. Sign up in the Narthex, or 
call the church office (763-537-
4523). 

 

Especially Needed: Teen Gifts 

• Sports Equipment & Bags 

• Clock Radios 

• Curling Irons, Hair Dryers, 

& Straighteners 

• Shampoo & Hygiene Items 

• Room Decorations 

• Games 

• Mirrors (large) 

• Makeup Bags 

• Calculators 

• Inexpensive Wristwatches 

• Sweatshirts (girls & boys) 

• Vikings jerseys/sweatshirts 

• Nightshirts (girls) 

• Packages of t-shirts (boys) 

• Manicure/Nail Kits 

• Large Purses 

• Packages of T-Shirts 

• Makeup Kits 

• Socks & Underwear 

• Playing Cards & Games (No 

Casino Games) 


