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      Come for Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 23 (7pm) 

Stay for FLW’s  

Anniversary Celebration 

conversation & pie. 
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November 6 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 13 (11:30am)  

Congregational Meeting 
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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Give Thanks. Today and tomorrow: Give Thanks!  

 

Give thanks for Reforming and Renewing  

the Church of Christ 

We give thanks on Reformation Sunday, October 30th as 

we begin a year of celebration of the 500th anniversary of 

Martin Luther’s posting 95 theses on the church door in 

1517. We will be celebrating not just our Lutheran herit-

age but also our future life as a church of Christ. We  

belong to a church that is continuing to lean into the 

promises of God, willing to continue to reform and renew 

so that we follow Jesus. 
 

In Germany, the “Lutheran” church is called the Evangelical 

church. “Lutheran” was a tagline put on the reformers by 

their opponents. The name did not stick in Germany – but 

somehow crossed the ocean to identify reformers in  

Luther’s tradition. In November, in the adult ed classes on 

Sundays we will be exploring our Lutheran heritage and 

ways in which the church is seeking to renew and reform. 

This will include looking back and remembering, rejoicing 

and claiming the best gifts of Martin Luther to the people 

of God. We will share our Lutheran understanding of 

“Law and Gospel” and our reliance on the grace of God 

through Jesus Christ rather than our own actions or 

words. We happily declare: “Faith Alone. Word Alone. 

Christ Alone.” (We’ll talk about what that means). 
 

We will celebrate the gifts Luther and Lutherans have to 

offer. But we will also acknowledge and repent of the sins 

of Luther and Lutherans. The most harmful words of  

Luther were anti-Semitic writings. These writings not only 

encouraged the anti-Semitism of the time, but were used 

later by Hitler and others in Nazi Germany to fuel anti-

Semitism in Germany and elsewhere. Lutherans have offi-

cially apologized for these statements and actions – but 

have we reformed? As Luther’s own words remind us, we 

are both saints and sinners. We are sinners by our own 

failings to be the people that God made us but, by the 

grace of God through Christ, we have been made saints. 
 

The Reformation brought freedom for the Gospel – but it 

also came at the cost of our relationship with our Roman 

Catholic brothers and sisters. As we move into this anni-

versary year, Lutheran and Catholic leaders are working 

on joint prayers and declarations. We will remember and 

share the best gifts of Martin Luther while acknowledging 

and repenting of the sins of Luther and Lutherans  

 FROM THE PASTOR 
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towards others. We will remember and rejoice that we 

are one in Christ and look forward to the day in which 

we can eat and drink at the Lord’s table – together. 

 

Give Thanks for the Gifts and Mission of God  

at Faith-Lilac Way. 

We give thanks for the gifts and the mission God has  

entrusted to this congregation, Faith-Lilac Way. We will  

continue to explore the mission God has for us in our 

congregation and in the neighborhood. How is God call-

ing us to reform? How is God calling us to renew? How is 

God calling us to reach out and be the real presence of 

Christ to and for our neighbors? These are the questions 

and the challenges that we as a congregation face – gladly 

and joyfully. 
 

We live in a world, in neighborhoods, that needs God’s 

Good News more than ever before. But we also live in  

a world that contains diverse cultures, faiths and values. 

Our world appears less receptive to “the church.” Yet 

into that world, God calls you and me. We are called to 

listen to our neighbors; to pray with and for our neigh-

bors and to invite our neighbors to hear God’s Good 

news for them and to welcome them into the community 

of Christ. This takes courage. As Paul writes, “For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek.” If Paul were writing today, perhaps he 

would say, “to the Christian first and also to the neigh-

bor, the unchurched, the “spiritual but not religious,” the 

“none-of the above,” our sons and daughters, brothers 

and sisters who are not captivated by the church as it has 

been. Maybe it’s time for renewal. Maybe it’s time to be 

BOLD! Be Bold for Christ. “For I am not ashamed of the 

Gospel.” For the Gospel, the Good News of Christ is the 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow but, and at the 

same time, is made new and renewed each day  
 

   Thanks be to God! 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

WORSHIP + SERVING + GIVING + PRAYING + LEARNING + ENCOURAGING + INVITING 
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Before I begin, I would like to say two things: the first  

being that I don't like talking about money. Stewardship 

months were always the hardest for me at church, and  

I often wondered how in the world would I deal with 

money issues as a pastor. The other thing I want to say is 

that if a pastor talks too much about money, they are 

nothing more than a mercenary. But if a pastor doesn't 

talk about money, they are not properly equipping and 

teaching their congregation. Leaders always walk a fine  

line when it comes to funds, especially when it comes to 

how essential, and how potentially devastating that money 

can be. 
 

So, now that I have that out of the way, I can properly  

address the issues. 
 

Money is an uncomfortable topic for many, including  

me. It's not easy to talk about budgeting, planning, and 

spending, which is why I love my wife's talent and experi-

ence. But part of what we did in order to communicate 

better with one another was take a faith-based financial 

class. During this time, I learned a few things that I would 

like to share with you all that might benefit your financial 

health. 
 

1. Money is not the root of all evil. 

We've heard the old adage that Money is the Root of all Evil, 

and I must respectfully disagree. Rather, I think that money 

is a tool, and just like a shovel or ax, it will go where you 

tell it to, if you are intentional about it. Sin, in my opinion, 

is the root of evil, which causes all the heartbreak and hurt 

related to money and finances. In greed, we take more 

than we need, in jealousy we covet more than what we 

have. And yes, there are times when we need more than 

what we have, but I'm getting to that (see #2), but what 

we do have, if we use it wisely and correctly, will last us 

longer when we use it properly and intentionally. My wife 

and I use what is called an “every dollar” budget, in which 

we plan out where each bit of our paychecks go each 

month. This mean that we have a plan for our money that 

it doesn't slip away unplanned. 
 

VICAR’S CORNER  

2. Where your treasure is, there your heart shall 

be also. 

It's a well known idea that what a person values can be 

seen in how much they spend on it each month. If it's 

fine dining and coffee that is most important to some-

one, it will show up on their expenses. What I recom-

mend when making a budget is to cover the four neces-

sities first: food, home (and utilities), basic clothing, and 

transportation. These will get you through your day-to-

day, month-to-month living, and will allow you to do the 

next bullet point. But after the necessities, prioritize 

your spending, making sure that the important things 

come first, and the less important come later. Also, I 

would recommend allowing yourself a little bit of spend-

ing money each month. This means have a little bit of 

money to spend, or save for a bigger purchase down the 

line, without feeling the need to splurge. 
 

3. Give within your means 

Okay, this one is a little bit more difficult for me,  

because telling people to give is often a sore spot, so let 

me say this: Your gifts are welcome and needed, in the 

church and in the world. It takes money to keep the 

church running, keeping the building open and clean 

with the lights on, and this congregation has been very 

generous in that regard. We have also been blessed  

by memorial gifts that have helped enrich the lives of 

the congregation, as well as take care of some of the 

needed funding. But for some, after taking care of  

necessities, there isn't much left, so what I would  

recommend is this: Give to God everything that you 

can, and not just money. Give your time and talents to 

worthy causes. Volunteer when you are able. Use what 

God has given, because your gifts are needed. You are 

needed in this world. 
 

    Peace and blessings,  

    Vicar James Anderson  

That Thing I Don’t Like to Talk About 
 

Matthew 6:21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 
 

Ecclesaistes 5:10 

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their  

income. This too is meaningless 
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FLW 

 

LifeGroups @FLW 
 

It’s not too late! You can still join Life-

Groups on Wednesdays at 6:15pm. 

Gather with us to interact with pre-

selected resources and with one another. 

We’ll  ask questions, share ideas and sup-

port one another. The fall session will run 

through November 16. Sign up and find 

more information on the green bulletin 

insert. Questions? Contact Pastor Pam 

(pastorpamflw@mac.com) or call the of-

fice (763-537-4523). Groups are open, so 

come and check it out! 

 

All Saints Sunday 
 

On Sunday, November 6 join us in a 

service of remembrance and thanksgiving 

both for the saints who have gone before 

us and for the promises God gives to us 

in baptism. During both worship services 

(8:15 and 10:30am), we celebrate the 

saints above and the saints on earth!  

Don’t forget to set your clocks back! Daylight 

Savings Time ends on this day, November 6. 

 

Join the Lunch Bunch 
 

Join the Lunch Bunch Wednesday,  

November 9. We’ll meet at the 50s 

Grill (5524 Brooklyn Blvd • Brooklyn 

Center) at 1:00pm. If you need a ride, 

contact Bev Maas (763-504-9331). 

 

Congregational Meeting 
 

A Congregational Meeting has been called 

for Sunday, November 13 following 

10:30 worship. See page 7 for details 

regarding the motions the FLW Council 

will bring forward as a follow-up to the 

October 9 congregational meeting.  

 

Put Music on Your Calendar 
Join us for a celebration in music  

December 4 during 10:30 worship and 

for the Youth Christmas Program  

December 11 during the 10:30 worship. 

FLW 

 SERVING INVITING  
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Donations for FLW’s Mission of the Month for November, ELCA World 

Hunger, can be made by check or envelope (memo ELCA HUNGER). In 

this season of thanks-giving, we share with others so that they too can 

give thanks! 

   Today, 1 in 9 people lives in extreme poverty, living on less than $1.90 

a day. In the United States, 46.7 million Americans live in poverty and 795 

million people around the world do not know where their next meal is 

coming from. As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. Your 

gifts to ELCA World Hunger help our church creatively and coura-

geously work toward a world of justice in which all are fed. 

   We walk alongside our Lutheran partners and companions in the US 

and in nearly 60 countries to find solutions to unique local challenges. We 

start by listening to our neighbors and learning how we can accompany 

them to help break the cycle of hunger and poverty – for good. 
 

How Your Gifts Are Used 

International relief and development 70% 

Domestic relief and development 10.5% 

Advocacy 6%  

Hunger education  5% 

Administration and fundraising  8.5% 

 
Looking ahead…  
December’s Mission of the Month will be NEAR Thanksgiving baskets and 

Christmas Gifts. 

   The NEAR Christmas tree will be in the Narthex at Thanksgiving. Take 

a tag or simply bring an unwrapped gift for a child or teenager. Volunteers 

are also needed for the Near Foodshelf gift-giving day. Watch for sign-up 

opportunities in the narthex or call the office to be a part of this fun day! 

 

November Mission of  the Month:  
ELCA World Hunger 

Global Network - Local Approach 

FLW 

FLW 

FLW 

FLW 

http://resources.elca.org/Products-ELCA_World_Hunger_Map_Poster_2016.html?_ga=1.224792538.1108681085.1442420858
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Youth Lock-In 
Looking to get the kids out of the house for a night? 

Want them to have fun, be social, and maybe even 

learn something? Coming Friday, November 18 at 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran, we are having a youth Lock-

In! Games, activities, and other fun things to come! A 

sign-up for kids and chaperones will be passed around 

early in November, so please keep your eyes peeled! 

We want to make this as fun and safe as possible, so 

we hope to see you there! 

 

Wildfire Youth Birthday Bash! 
To all Youth and High School youth, 

Happy Birthday! You are invited to a party! Not your 

birthday just yet? Not a problem! On November 2 

(6:30-7:45) the Wildfire Churches will be having a 

birthday party at Holy Nativity. We will be eating cake 

and playing games. AND! This is also a service event. 

We ask that students and families attending would 

bring a gift they’d like to receive that will be donated to 

PRISM. The teenager gift shelves at PRISM are embar-

rassingly low. This is a chance for us to fill them up! 

Since teenagers know what teenagers like, this is an 

opportunity for our students to be generous by giving 

away something they’d like to receive. There’s no need 

to go over-board. A $15-$20 gift is perfect. Please do 

NOT wrap them, otherwise the people picking up the 

gift at PRISM will not know what it is. If bringing a gift is 

prohibitive, don't worry, you're still invited. Youth and 

High Schoolers are invited, so please come! 

 

An Apology and an Invitation 
Hello all, Vicar James here, I just wanted to take a mo-

ment to correct a mistake on my part. During the past 

few months at FLW, I have neglected to invite the high 

school and other youth to activities, such as service 

and fun nights. I apologize for this oversight. To correct 

it promptly, I would formally like to invite the Youth 

and High Schoolers to any and all of the upcoming Ser-

vice and Fun Events. You are all a wanted and needed 

in the life of the congregation, and I would be proud to 

help give you opportunities to continue growing and 

having fun. For your consideration, we have two great 

events coming up, one being the November 2 Wildfire 

Birthday Bash (see above), and the other being Novem-

ber 16 at NEAR Food shelf where we will go do sort-

ing and cleanup. Thank you for bearing with me during 

this learning processes, and I hope to see you all in the 

future! FLW 

 

November Sunday Adult Education:  
9:15am in the library 

 

Adult Sunday classes on November 6,13 and 20 will 

explore then and now: Lutheran Reformation 1517- 

2017. What needs reforming now?! Topics will include: 

Worship & Music; Lutheran-Catholic dialogue; and new 

reforming ideas for a new day. 
 

Advent Series begins Sunday, November 27. 

 
November Is Hymn Month for 

the FLW Library 
 

In our Library in November we will have a display of 

old hymnals. Take a look – do any seem familiar, per-

haps to your childhood? Did you grow up with the 

JUNIOR HYMNAL in Sunday School?  

   HYMNS OF FAITH AND INSPIRATION {Ideals} is 

our featured book from our Library this month, and we 

have some trivia questions from it for you. The book 

tells the stories behind many of our favorite hymns. The 

circumstances in which the hymn was written, the sto-

ries of the authors of the lyrics [often poems] and the 

tunes. Very often the lyric writer and the composer are 

not the same person and the lyrics and tunes were even 

written years apart. 

   Here are the questions. The answers can be found 

elsewhere in this issue. 

A] What hymn did the band on the Titanic play (and 

did hundreds sing along as they got into lifeboats) as 

the ship sunk? 

B] What march was written for Sunday School students 

to process from village to village? 

C] What carol was composed for a Christmas Eve ser-

vice to be accompanied by guitar because the organ 

was being repaired? 

D] Whenever Queen Victoria heard this hymn she re-

moved her crown. 

E] The lyrics to All Creatures Great and Small were 

written by what monk known for his love of animals?  

Find answers on page 6. 

 

The Worship and Music Committee welcomes your 

hymn suggestions for a Hymn Sing scheduled for Sun-

day, January 1. You can write them on the green Con-

tact Me sheets in the bulletin and put them in the col-

lection plate. Sometimes copyright laws restrict the use 

of hymns not in our hymnal. FLW 

FLW 

FLW 

FLW 
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Come Holy Spirit and put your healing 

hand upon those who are in need of 

your care. Comfort those who are  

suffering from on-going illnesses or 

hospitalized including Ann Nowak, 

Brad Hesslund, Marilyn Stalheim, 

Emily Wood, Beverly Evans, Ruth Kuder, Marga-

ret Pendzimas, George Bork, Louise Kranz, Joyce 

Merkel, Beverly Halbrooks, Nicole Lettau, Al An-

derson, Herb Scheelk, Linda Swanson,  

Gerti Dumont, CoriVallis, Jacqueline Butkowski, 

and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living: 

Bee Loechler and Bob Borg. Let your Holy Spirit be 

present with these and all for whom we pray. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen 

 PRAYING  

FLW 

Mark your calendar for FLW’s 75th Anniver-

sary Celebration: October13-14, 2018! 

 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from 

all harm and danger; and I pray You to protect me this 

day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 

life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no  

power over me. Amen. 
 

From Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  

November Birthdays 

Pray for, call, email, send a note etc. to these members 

as they celebrate their birthday this month. If your birth-

day is this month and you don’t see your name here, it’s 

because the church office does not have your birth date 

on file. Please call the office (763.537.4523) so we can 

update our list. Thank you. 

1st Dennis Engquist. 

 Rol Flom, 

 Colleen Foster 
 

2nd Alexandra Olson 

 

3rd Brent Clark, 

 Scott Edstrom 

 

4th Clint Grev, 

 David Peloquin 
 

6th David Weitzke 
 

7th Sue Irwin, 

Peter Reutiman, 

Jessica Swanson 

9th Lionel Charboneau 
 

11th Gerti Dumont, 

 Brooklyn Lee 
 

12th Josephine Lindgren, 

 Brianna Overman 
 

13th Evan Kuder 
 

16th Julie Hayes 
 

19th Arnold Clark 
 

24th Heather Davis 
 

25th Zachary Evans 
 

26th Diane Hesslund 
 

28th Elaine Schmidt, 

 Jackie Mueller, 

 Brendan Shaw,  

 Trevor Shaw 
 

29th Joseph Bahneman 

FLW 

FLW 

FLW 

Congregational Meeting 
 

A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday 

November 13 following 10:30am worship. Based on 

the feedback received from the October 9 congrega-

tional meeting, the following motions from the FLW 

Council will be brought before the congregation: 

1. Motion to have a congregational meeting and  

recommend paying off the mortgage based on the 

feedback received from congregational meeting on  

October 9th, 2016. 

2. Motion to have a congregational meeting and rec-

ommend spending up to $20,000 dollars from the 

memorial funds to bring all doors up to fire code. 

2016. 

3. Motion to have a congregational meeting to rec-

ommend having $70,000 of the memorial fund des-

ignated for the Budget Reserve. 

4. Motion to have a congregational meeting to rec-

ommend having $15,000 of the memorial fund des-

ignated for First Fruits Donation mission partner to 

be determined at the annual meeting. Suggestions 

for the designation of the Mission Partner will be 

gathered through 1/1/2017. 

http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargy1/elscatechism.htm
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Faith-Lilac Way  
Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Worship Service Times 

Sunday at 8:15 am and 10:30am. 

Holy Communion services are monthly  

on the first & third Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Education for All Ages 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

 
Church Staff 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 

James Anderson Pastoral Intern/Vicar 

Heather Koshiol Administrative Assistant/ 

 Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng Director, Chancel/Ensembles/ 

 Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson Organist/

 Accompanist 

Alyssa Anderson, Lisa Jordan Custodians 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Morning Host 

published monthly for members and friends of 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

5530 42nd Avenue North  Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

763.537.4523  office@faithlilacway.org  faithlilacway.org 

THE BANNER 

November Banner deadline is  

November 15 

office@faithlilacway.org 

 

Thank You from... 
 

 NEAR for donation of school 

supplies & backpacks. 

 Lutheran Social Services for the 

“true bounty of donations” that 

resulted from the Gods Work, 

Our Hands event. 

 Lutheran World Relief: monetary 

and personal care kit donations. 

 Dinner at Your Door for a finan-

cial gift of $300. 

 Lake Wapo for sending campers 

for a great experience and for 

financial gifts. 

 

R2 (Reformation Remix) Tour 
 

You and your friends are invited to 

the R2 (Reformation Remix) Tour 

event, a Christian Hip Hop concert 

with poetry taking place on Sunday, 

November 13 at 3:30pm at  

St. James Lutheran in Crystal. 

Church Council 

Tim Lindgren President/Property 

Colleen Foster Secretary/Education 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Dan Fernelius Communication 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Larry Kuder Service & Mission 

David Wietzke Young Adult Committee 

Gina Swanson Youth Committee 

Cori Vallis Community Task Force 

Valerie Wietzke Congregational Life 

Brenda Thompson Stewardshp 

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Congregational meeting  

Sunday, November 13 (11:30).  

Find more information on page 7. 

http://www.faithlilacway.org

