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Candlelight 

Christmas Worship 

with Holy Communion 

Saturday, 

December 24 

4:30pm 

10:30pm 
with musical prelude  

beginning at 4:15 and 10:20 

Worship With Us this  

Advent & Christmas Season 

Prepare for Christ’s birth with Mid-Week Advent Worship,  

Wednesdays through December 21 at 7pm. 
 

December Sundays 

We gather together for worship at 10:30am  

for these special worship services 
 

Sunday, December 4 “Like No God We Had Imagined” 

Prepare for Christ's coming through scripture and music. 

Sunday, December 11 “The Inn Crowd” 

Children & youth tell the story of Jesus’ birth through a program  

written by Lee Dengler and Susan Naus Dengler. 

Sunday, December 18 

Beginning at 10am, join us for caroling before  

worship with Holy Communion. 

Sunday, December 25 

Celebrate worship & Holy Communion with us at 10:30am. 

Watch Night Worship, December 31 
Find more information on page 4. 
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It’s “Coming!” 
 

What’s coming? Christmas? 
 

Yes. But first “Advent,” Latin for….”coming.” 
 

Advent is a season of “coming,” of anticipating, and of 

preparing for Christmas. Our culture understands pre-

paring for Christmas – the stores have been getting 

ready for a long time with all sorts of “Christmas” things 

for sale. But, Advent is not just a run-up to Christmas. 

And Christmas is not for sale. As practicing Christians, 

we know Christmas is not just about buying presents, 

singing carols, going to Christmas events - as nice as all 

that cheer can be. 
 

Don’t misunderstand me. There was a time in which 

some refused to sing a Christmas song before December 

24th just to keep Advent “pure.” That’s not me. I don’t 

want to pretend that we don’t know that Christmas is 

coming and that we will be celebrating the Savior’s birth. 

After all, as a Christian church, we celebrate Christ’s 

 FROM THE PASTOR 
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coming every week! 

But we still need Advent. We need Advent as a refuge 

from the “busy-ness” and the business of Christmas. Ad-

vent is a time when we prepare – not only our homes, 

presents and cards. Advent is a time to prepare for the 

coming of Christ in our hearts and in our lives. Be-

cause…. 
 

Christ is coming! And ”coming” is an active word.  

Advent, the season anticipating and preparing Christ’s 

coming, reminds us that we are still in a time of waiting, 

wondering and preparing our selves, our hearts and our 

lives for the mystery of Christ. 
 

Jesus’ coming is a mystery, after all. 
 

Reviewing the Election 
 

So, during my sermon on  

November 13th, I mentioned 

that I would be remiss in not 

talking about the election. Well, there is only so much 

that can be said in a sermon, and I thought I would ex-

pand on my thoughts in this edition of The Banner. Hav-

ing now voted in the last three presidential elections, I 

admit that my experience with the voting process is ra-

ther limited; still, I could definitely tell that there was 

something different about these last few months, that 

there seemed to be more tension. Now, politics has 

never been my strongest point, I am registered as Inde-

pendent, but I like to keep track of events going on that 

shape the world. I watched as the candidates from multi-

ple parties started on the campaign trail, and I remember 

thinking to myself: “um this one doesn't stand a chance” 

or “hmm, maybe this one has a shot at winning.” It was  

interesting to watch as the internet fell in love with can-

didates, and it was amusing to see figures such as a man 

going by the name “Vermin Supreme” who wore a boot 

on his head claim to be a part of the race. But then as 

the fields narrowed down, and candidates began drop-

ping out, the tone that I felt in real life and on the inter-

net became much less jovial. 

 VICAR’S CORNER 

It was during this time that I began hear more anxiety 

and fear from the voting population. More than ever 

before, I saw a polarization which candidates people 

were voting for. And when I talked to some of my 

friends about who they were voting for, I was surprised 

to hear how much the main reason they were voting for 

their candidate was “because the other candidate can't 

be (shouldn't be, won't be, and other variations) presi-

dent. What followed from that was a discussion more 

about the character of the candidate, rather than policy. 

And all the while that people were discussing, I couldn't 

help but feel anxiety. When Election Day finally came,  

I went to my voting place and cast my vote. Earlier that 

day, however, I had written down a prediction for the 

outcome. I pulled that prediction out again that night 

when I found out about the president-elect, and read 

the words I had written, saying “God is still on God's 

throne, no matter who wins this election.” I like to 

think that this hold true. At time of writing this, there 

have been riots and protests going on in several states, 

for several days. There has been property damage,  

obstructions to traffic and individuals, and other actions 

taken. And while I seem to recall that similar things  

Pastor Cont’d next page... 

Vicar Cont’d. on page 5... 
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Advent is a reminder that we are not in control. Instead, 

we are waiting for the One who is to come… and who is 

with us already. Despite all of the improbably and 

“impossibilities” of God coming to earth, and being born 

to a poor girl in Nazareth, the angel said to Mary, “Do 

not be afraid.” And Jesus was born. 
 

Do not be afraid. Be filled with improbable hope, knowing 

that miracles happen. Christ is Coming! Christ has come 

and Christ will come again. So let’s join the angels in sing-

ing, “Glory to God. Alleluia! 
 

   Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
1W. H. Auden, from For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio. 

 

Church Staff 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 

James Anderson Pastoral Intern/Vicar 

Heather Koshiol Administrative Assistant/ 

 Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng Director, Chancel/Ensembles/ 

 Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson Organist/

 Accompanist 

Alyssa Anderson, Lisa Jordan Custodians 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Morning Host 

 

Church Council 

Tim Lindgren President/Property 

Colleen Foster Secretary/Education 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Dan Fernelius Communication 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Larry Kuder Service & Mission 

David Wietzke Young Adult Committee 

Gina Swanson Youth Committee 

Cori Vallis Community Task Force 

Valerie Wietzke Congregational Life 

Brenda Thompson Stewardshp 

As poet W.H. Auden, writes: 

How could the Eternal do a temporal act, 

The Infinite become a finite fact? 

Nothing can save us that is possible: 

We who must die demand a miracle.1 
 

We who have grown up as Christians sometimes take 

for granted the mystery of Jesus’ birth. But when we 

contemplate the Eternal – GOD – taking on human – 

that is mortal – skin and bones, and daring to live and die 

for us… it isn’t reasonable. It isn’t understandable. It is a 

mystery. 
 

At times like these, when we see our country – and the 

world – angry and divided over so many issues, it seems 

as if only a miracle could save us. Like the Zionists of 

Jesus’ day, we might think that what we need is a power-

ful leader. Or we may feel helpless and wish we had 

more control over our world or even our neighbors. It 

is easy to be filled with fear and anxiety. 

Pastor Cont’d from p.2 

 

Faith-Lilac Way  
Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Worship Service Times 

Sunday at 8:15 am and 10:30am. 

Holy Communion services are monthly  

on the first & third Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Education for All Ages 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

WORSHIP + SERVING + GIVING + PRAYING + LEARNING + ENCOURAGING + INVITING 

 

January Banner deadline  

December 12 

office@faithlilacway.org 
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Cookie Sale & Boutique 
 

W/ELCA will hold its Annual Cookie Sale 

and Christmas Boutique on Sunday, De-

cember 18. It’s a great way to give your-

self a break around the holidays by pur-

chasing Christmas cookies. Bring cookie 

donations along with gently used Christ-

mas items, jewelry and handmade crafts 

to church by 9:00am Saturday, Decem-

ber 17 for packaging. We appreciate 

your support. Thank you! 

 

Watch Night Worship 
 

Greater St John Missionary Baptist church 

has invited us to their Watch Night Wor-

ship Saturday, December 31 (10pm - 

midnight) to usher in a new year 

together. 

 

New Year’s Day Worship 
 

Celebrate 2017 on Sunday, January 1 

(10:30am) with Holy Communion and a 

Hymn Sing! Through Sunday, December 

18, you’re invited to submit your hymn 

suggestions by writing them on back of 

the green Contact sheet during worship 

or by emailing Heather in the office 

(office@faithlilacway.org). 

Join 5 weeks of discussions during Winter 

LifeGroups on Wednesday evenings 

beginning January 18 and running 

through February 22. Gather to interact 

with pre-selected resources and with one 

another. We’ll  ask questions, share 

ideas and support one another.  

 

Join the Lunch Bunch 
Have lunch with FLW friends on 

Wednesday, December 14. We will 

carpool from church at 12:30 for 

lunch at Lynde’s in Osseo. 

 LEARNING INVITING 
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December Sunday Adult Education:  
Ministry & Mission in Our Neighborhood 

9:15am in the library 
 

December 4: Our Mission of the Month: NEAR Food Shelf. Come 

and hear Sandy Blackman share about who NEAR Food Shelf serves 

and how you can help! 
 

December 11: Avenues for Homeless Youth. Come and hear 

about the Homeless Youth shelter in Brooklyn Park, one of the nomi-

nated partner ministries for our “First Fruits” donation. (See more 

information on pages 6 and 7.) The mission of Avenues for Homeless 

Youth is to provide emergency shelter, short-term housing and sup-

portive services for homeless youth in a safe and nurturing environ-

ment. Through such service, Avenues seeks to help youth achieve their 

personal goals and make a positive transition into young adulthood. 
 

December 18: Join us for an Advent celebration featuring Cookies, 

Conversation and Carols! 
 

December 25 & January 1: No classes; celebrate with worship at 

10:30am. 
 

 

December Reading Suggestions & News  
from the FLW Library 

 

Time to get into the spirit of Advent and the Christmas season. Your 

FLW library has lots of books for you but here are some that are 

quick reads: 

A Minnesota Christmas anthology. These are selections from Christmas 

Past in in Minnesota chosen by Editor Stephen Engels 

For Debbie Macomber fans there is Angels at the Table, a joyous and 

whimsical holiday novel. 

The Invention of Lefse by Larry Woidode tells of overcoming frustration 

and disappointment when an extended family combines their mea-

ger resources to create a great meal for Christmas. 

Melody Carlson has written a delightful story called The Christmas 

Shoppe. Big surprises are in store for towns people! 

Have you read The Christmas Blessing by Donna VanLiere? It’s a good 

story of about hope existing in the darkest places and how love is 

always the greatest gift of all. 

Remember the Augsburg CHRISTMAS ANNUALS? This book has fa-

vorite selections from these Annuals including Christmas carols 

and stories of Christmas in other countries. 
 

Welcome Park Little Free Library: An Update 

Our church has been sponsoring one of the City of Crystal's Little 

Free Libraries. It was located in Welcome Park. Our Youth built it 

from a kit. David Wietzke painted it and many have contributed books. 

Thanks to Carol and Rol Flom for caring for it. Sadly, it has been van-

dalized (several times, actually) and the city has removed it. Let us 

pray for the vandals. 
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YOUTH CORNER 
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Youth Christmas Program Practices 
December is a busy month for our youth. We have a 

number of activities and events planned throughout  

the month, so please mark your calendars! Starting  

December 4, there will only be one service for wor-

ship each Sunday at 10:30am. However, we request 

that the youth come in early for Christmas program 

practice. So, to reiterate, the youth will be practicing 

for the Christmas program on the following dates: 

Sunday, December 4 at 9:15 

Saturday, December 10, 9am to 11am 

Sunday, December 11 at 9:00 

 
December Fun for Youth! 
This month, we have several fun activities planned 

for Wednesday nights, including Wildfire Confirma-

tion “Advent Event” on December 7 at 6:30pm  

at Valley of Peace . The following week (December 

14), we will be at RobbinsWay for Caroling and  

Advent worship. Bring your singing voices! Then on 

December 21, we are having a party and cookie 

bake at FLW, as well as some Advent worship. Final-

ly, we have Candlelight Christmas Eve worship ser-

vices at 4:30pm and 10:30pm. We will be on Christ-

mas break on December 28, so please rest, relax, 

and spend time with your families. Hope to see  

you for plenty of December fun! 

 
Looking Toward Summer 
Save the dates! This summer, we have some fun 

dates coming up. Looking at July, we have the Youth 

Service trip scheduled for the week of July 16-22. 

The following week, we are planning Wildfire Vaca-

tion Bible School here at Faith-Lilac Way. Keep your 

eyes and ears open, because we will have many more 

announcements for fun events and activities, follow-

ing the Youth Planning Meeting on January 18. 

happened during previous elections, I can't help but think 

that this is because of the fear and anxiety that have 

been building over the last few months. 
 

A passage from Isaiah to his people came to mind as I 

was thinking about this. Looking at Isaiah 41:9-10 we 

read that God tells the people that “You are my servant, 

I have chosen you and not cast you off; do not fear, for  

I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 

victorious right hand.” I would like to repeat this mes-

sage to you all now. In the midst of fears and anxieties 

regarding the election, do not be afraid. God is still on 

God's throne, and we are still the church that welcomes 

and accepts outsiders, who feeds and clothes the hungry 

and naked. We are still the place where fears are named 

and stood up to. Whatever may pass, and whatever may 

come, we will still be here to help. And for that, I would 

like to say “thanks be to God.”  
 

    Peace and blessings,  

    Vicar James Anderson  

Vicar  Cont’d from p.2 

Youth & Parents Pizza & Planning 
Hello! Are you a youth, confirmation student, or parent of 

youth/confirmation student? Do you like planning? Can you 

tolerate planning if pizza is involved? If you  

answered “yes” to any of the these questions, then we 

need you! On Wednesday, January 18, at 6:15pm, we 

will hold a planning meeting to prepare for the next several 

months for our confirmation program. Pizza will be served, 

and we welcome your input and contributions! Please 

mark your calendars, and be sure to come! 

 
Youth Trip Update 
Youth Trip! It's happening! We are excited to announce 

that we will be going to Wilderness Canoe Base for a work

-service trip this July! During the week of July 16-22, our 

middle and high school youth will serve in the beautiful 

Northern Minnesota area, doing a number of projects to 

help benefit the camp and having some fun along the way. 

The sign-up sheet will be in the narthex, along with details 

for cost and registration deadline. The packing list will be 

released in the summer, but if you have any other 

questions, please feel free to ask Vicar James. 

 

The current library 

exhibit features  

artwork by FLW  

member Jim Lyons. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A9-10+&version=NRSV
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Mark your calendar for FLW’s 75th Anniver-

sary Celebration: October13-14, 2018! 

 INVITING 

Vicar James’ Internship Project 
 

Hello there! Vicar James here with a request. During 

my time here as an intern, I have been asked to lead a 

project here at Faith-Lilac Way. After some discern-

ment, I have decided that I would like to start a small 

group for the young adults here at FLW, ages 18-35. 

During this project, we will be exploring and discussing 

the Christian identity through the use of movies and 

other media. Each week, we will watch selected clips 

from a movie, with dessert and discussion to follow. If 

you would like to join us, or would like more infor-

mation, please contact either Pastor Pam or myself,  

or send me an email at vicar@faithlilacway.org. 

Thank you! 

 

Seeking Mission Partner Suggestions 
 

The Faith-Lilac Way Congregation has designated first 

fruits giving of $15,000 (see motion #4 above), and we 

now seek Mission Partners for that gift. If you have a 

suggestion, please fill out the form on back of the 

green Contact sheet in the bulletin. Whether it is a 

new mission or one that we have been connected to 

in the past, we are looking for Mission Partners that 

can engage the congregation. It could be a gift to an 

organization outside our wall or it could be an organi-

zation that we could develop an ongoing relation-

ship for our strategic mission in the community. 

Endowment for Church Relations 
 

Gustavus Adolphus is seeking a one-time gift from  

all of its member churches, of which FLW is one, to 

establish an Endowment for Church Relations. 

Gustavus Adolphus has been a partner in ministry with 

us, providing housing for Confirmation retreats and 

speakers and preachers for our worship and adult edu-

cation classes. Gustavus’ goal is to have 100% partici-

pation by the Association of Congregations member 

congregations. Please consider a one-time donation to 

make this a reality. Write your check to FLW with 

“Gustavus Endowment” in the memo line. 

 

Wednesday Evening Advent Worship 
 

Wednesdays through December 21 (7pm). Take 

time this Advent season to breathe, to reflect, to pray 

during this short yet refreshing worship. Sing the beau-

tiful familiar strains of Holden Evening Prayer, light a 

candle and bask in the words of Scripture, words 

that remind us that God is With Us, Emmanuel.  

 

FLW Annual Meeting 
 

Plan to attend FLW’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, 

January 29 following 10:30 worship. Items on the 

Agenda include: 

 Vote on Mission Partner to receive our First 

Fruits Giving (Find more information on page 7.) 

 Proposed Revision of Constitution 

The Council is proposing a motion to change 

Constitution C12.05c which currently states: 

“The Congregation Council may enter into con-

tracts of up to $4,000 for items not included in 

the budget. 

Proposed change: “The Congregation Council 

may enter into contracts for up to [5% of the 

approved annual budget] for items not included 

in the budget [and may exceed this 5% for  

essential emergency repairs.]” 

 Budget for 2017 

 Council Nominations 

 

FIRST FRUITS SUGGESTIONS 
Where might FLW give its First Fruits?  

Complete this form & submit it to the office. 
 

Name of Mission Partner: 

_______________________________________ 

What ministry/mission is served: 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

How can FLW members/congregation be engaged  

in this ministry 

_______________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 



7 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

WORSHIP + SERVING + GIVING + PRAYING + LEARNING + ENCOURAGING + INVITING 

2) What about mission and ministry? 

 As a congregation, we have designated first fruits 

giving of $15,000 (see motion #4). We are now 

seeking Mission Partners for that gift. If you have 

an idea, please fill out a recommendation in the 

Banner (page 6) or worship bulletin. Whether 

these are new missions or ones that we have been 

connected to in the past, we are looking for Mis-

sion Partners that can engage the congregation. It 

could be a gift to an organization outside our wall 

or it could be an organization with which we could 

develop an ongoing relationship for our strategic 

mission in the community. 

 We are also looking at on-going ways that we 

could do more mission and outreach in our neigh-

borhood in 2017 and beyond. No longer burdened 

by the debt of the past, we need your investment 

in the future of this congregation. That is why we 

are asking you to increase your giving. We have a 

mission – God’s mission – right here. There are 

needs outside our doorstep – a need to hear the 

Gospel and to see the Gospel in action. We need 

people and funds to do it. 

 

3) What about caring for the building? 

 As a congregation, we voted to replace the doors 

(those facing south from the Sanctuary and from 

the “old” Sanctuary) to make them fire-code  

compliant. This is a safety issue. The council has 

already received bids and is moving forward.  

 Other property developments: 

 New carpet or flooring in the whole  

building! 

 A remodeled handicapped accessible  

bathroom and a family bathroom! 

 More custodial help! (paid and volunteer – 

thank you!) 

 An Energy audit with plans for saving  

energy and money (Watch the January 

Banner for details or talk with one of our 

property committee members). 

 Other items are being addressed by our very  

active and dedicated property committee. They 

have done an excellent job in making this building 

inviting and ready to serve God’s mission on the 

corner of 42nd and Welcome. They can’t fix/update 

everything at once but they have a list and are 

busy working on it. Have a property idea/concern? 

See Frank Butkowski, chair.  

Results of  the Congregational Meeting & What Does this Mean? 

A congregational meeting was held on Sunday,  

November 13. The results of the motions follow.  

Motion to have a congregational meeting to recom-

mend ... 

1. paying off the mortgage based on the feedback 

received from October 9 congregational meeting. 

Passed (46yes|11no)  

2. spending up to $20,000 dollars from the memorial 

funds to bring all doors up to fire code. 2016. 

Passed (56yes|1no|1n/a) 

3. having $70,000 of the memorial fund designated 

for the Budget Reserve. Passed (49yes|7no) 

4. having $15,000 of the memorial fund designated 

for First Fruits Donation mission partner to be 

determined at the annual meeting. Suggestions for 

the designation of the Mission Partner will be gath-

ered through 1/1/2017. Passed (50yes|7no) 

Ballots are available in the office. 

 

What Does this Mean? 

“What does this Mean?” is Luther’s question in the 

Catechism. It’s still a good question to ask. 
 

What does it mean for us that we have paid off  

the mortgage? 

 It means that we have paid for the 1995 remodel 

of the sanctuary and narthex and the first elevator. 

We have paid our debt – and saved $65,000 in 

interest charges over the next 11 years. 

 It means that there will be more money for  

mission and for the renewed maintenance of  

our building and programs. 

Some concerns have been raised: 

1) What if people stop giving? 

 To quote a fellow pastor who was asked the same 

question when his church paid off their mortgage, 

“If the only reason that people give to the church 

is for the mortgage, then we have a spiritual prob-

lem.” But I have confidence that the people of 

FLW give – not for the mortgage – but to be a 

part of God’s work here at Faith-Lilac Way and 

outside of our doors. We are Christ’s mission 

post on 42nd and Welcome. We can find better 

ways to spend $65,000 than on paying interest. 

Paying off the mortgage (our debt from the last 

building remodel) frees up our resources to do 

mission and ministry. 
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Come Holy Spirit and put your healing 

hand upon those who are in need of 

your care. Comfort those who are  

suffering from on-going illnesses or 

hospitalized including Brad Hesslund, 

Marilyn Stalheim, Emily Wood, 

Beverly Evans, Ruth Kuder, Margaret Pendzimas, 

George Bork, Louise Kranz, Nicole Lettau, Al 

Anderson, Herb Scheelk, Linda Swanson,  

Gerti Dumont, Cori Vallis, Jacqueline Butkowski, 

Helen Brandon, and for those who are at a care facili-

ty or assisted living: Bee Loechler and Bob Borg. 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for 

whom we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen 

 PRAYING 

A Prayer 
 

I thank you, Heavenly Creator, that you keep your 

promises. Your love, character, and kindness guarantee 

that you will keep your word. Help me be more faithful 

to you as I seek to honor my commitments and pledges 

to you. I know this is important to you not only be-

cause I need to learn obedience, but I also need to  

develop a character more consistent with your own. 

Thank you for hearing my heart, in Jesus' name I pray. 

Amen. 

Based on a prayer by Phil Ware at VerseoftheDay.com.  

December Birthdays 

Pray for, call, email, send a note to these members as 

they celebrate their birthday this month. If your birthday 

is this month and you don’t see your name here, the 

church office does not have your birth date on file. Please 

call the office (763.537.4523) so we can update our list. 

Thank you. 

1st Nancy Goodwin 
 

2nd Connor Peterson 

 

3rd Rebecca Crass 

 

5th Pastor Pamela  

 Stalheim Lane 
 

6th Lois Emmans 
 

7th Sue Scheelk 
 

8th Kim Ipsen 
 

9th Joshua Luoma 
 

10th Ryan Hartjen, 

 Bryce Tiber 
 

11th Brynn Anderson 
 

13th Joshua Vallis 

15th Darlene  

 Charboneau 
 

16th Evan Blackman 
 

17th Luella Larson 
 

18th Mary O’Neill,  

 Benjamin Stalheim 

 Lane 
 

24th Carol Flom 
 

26th Jack Ng 
 

29th Nicole Rambow 
 

30th Christopher Ipsen 
 

31st Grayson Overman, 

 Karah Overman 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your recent gift of $78.45 [offered by the 

children’s honey bee project] to support the mission and 

ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) through ELCA Good Gifts. 

 

Dear sisters & brothers in Christ, 

Each year we invite congregations to share a portion of 

their annual budget to support the work of the synod and 

the churchwide ministry of the ELCA. Today we thank 

you for your confidence in our work and your remarkable 

generosity. 

1. 50% of all gifts to the synod are immediately sent to 

the ministry of ELCA churchwide, whose remarkable 

work is described online (http://tinyurl.com/dec16ty). 

2. The 50% remaining in the Minneapolis Area Synod is 

used primarily to support our 150 congregations: 

 facilitating call processes and pastoral transitions; 

 providing peer groups & continuing education; 

 starting 3 new congregations; 

 overseeing missional partnerships & networks; 

 teaching pastoral & lay leaders about evangelism; 

 connecting & equipping congregations for the work 

of racial justice, caring for creation, and advocating 

for children and youth. 

For the sake of the synod and its congregations, for the 

sake of our pastors and leaders, and for the sake of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, we thank you for your generous  

commitment to our shared work as the Minneapolis Area 

Synod. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

http://www.verseoftheday.com/en/12182014/
http://elca.org/our-work/congregations-and-synods/stewardship/mission-interpretation
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THE BANNER 

In December we remember the 

Christ child with a gift to a child,  

a child in our community who we do 

not know by name - but who Jesus 

does. Pick up a gift tag or make a do-

nation to NEAR Foodshelf. Volun-

teers also needed to help distribute 

the gifts. Let us know if you can help! 

If you’re not a shopper, NEAR Food-

shelf also welcomes monetary dona-

tions to provide food for a Christmas 

meal. 

Donate Hats & Mittens through 

Wednesday, December 7. Do-

nate (Unwrapped) Gifts. through 

Wednesday, December 7. Do-

nate Time & Energy for toy and 

food distribution. Friday, Decem-

ber 9 at 8:30 am and Saturday, 

December 10 at 8:30 am - Noon 

or 11:30am - 3:00 (or 4:00) pm at 

the Crystal Community Center. Sign 

up in the Narthex, or call the church 

office (763-537-4523). 

Especially Needed: Teen Gifts 

 Curling irons & hair dryers 

 Shampoo & hygiene products 

 Music CDs 

 Radios/clock radios 

 Games 

 Radios with earphones 

 Mirrors (large) 

 Makeup bags 

 Facial lotion 

 Sport bags & sport equipment 

 Calculators 

 Billfolds 

 Inexpensive watches 

 Sweatshirts (girls & boys) 

 Socks (girls & boys) 

 Vikings jerseys/sweatshirts 

 Nightshirts (girls) 

 Packages of tshirts (boys) 

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Candlelight Christmas with Holy Communion 

Saturday, December 24   4:30 & 10:30pm 

December Mission of  the Month: NEAR FOODSHELF 

http://www.faithlilacway.org

