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We continue to celebrate God Emmanuel, God 
With Us. For Jesus is with us not only at 
Christmas, but also throughout the year. This 
year, we are excited about new ways to cele-
brate Emmanuel, God with Us as we seek to 
share God’s message of hope and love in new 
ways. And so, it is with the Christmas remind-
er of God’s love shining within us, that I’m ex-
cited to look forward and wish you: 

 

 

New years bring new possibilities– and that is 
certainly true at Faith-Lilac Way. Here are just 
a few of the reasons why we can rejoice in 
God’s presence WITH US. 
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Because of congregational members who re-
membered us in their will, we are able to burn 
the mortgage! (see page 6) and turn our atten-
tion to mission and ministry. We are able to do 
some needed updates and take care of deferred 
maintenance: new carpet and flooring, a handi-
capped bathroom and fire-safe doors (and 
more!) to prepare our building to meet the 
needs of a variety of people. We have also gotten 
a jump start on new mission and ministry op-
portunities. At our Annual meeting, we will pick 
one or two “First Fruits” organizations. (See 

 
And so another year has come and past, like 
moments passing through an hourglass. 

Welcome to the end of another year, and the 
beginning of a new one. So, how are you  
doing? What have you learned this year? What 
are you looking forward to in the coming year? 
Back in the day when I was knee high, I 
thought that by this time, we'd be flying 
around in cars and living on the moon. But as  
I have gone through the years, I have found 
that most of the challenges have been... well, 
routine. Now, that's not to say that I think that 
humanity isn't going anywhere, we've definitely 
progressed over this last year. But now seems 

  

as good of a time as any to reflect on the 
struggles, trials, and lessons that we've come 
across over the last year. 

So, looking ahead, what do you have planned? 
Any New Year's resolutions? Pay off that debt? 
Go to the Gym more? Come participate with 
church more often? (You are always welcome 
here, friends too!) It is my hope that you see 
this past year for what it is. For some, this has 
been a good year, and for others, it's been 
hard. But my hope is that as we travel togeth-
er into the future, we will be able to go 
through all of the uphills and down hills to-
gether. And while there will always be chal-
lenges, I think there will also be things to look 
forward to as well. So, I want you to know 
right now that you are amazing as you are. 
And if you are looking to improve, good for 
you! Read that book, go for a run (please be 
careful with outdoor weather), and maybe  
reconnect with the ones who you haven't 
talked to in a while. But also remember to 

Cont’d on page 8... 

Cont’d. on page 7... 
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Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

 
Sundays at 9:15am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Sunday, January 1- New Years day worship! 
10:30am, we’re having a hymn singing service. 

Wednesday, January 4 Christmas Break!  
Enjoy time with friends and family! 

Sunday January 8 Worship at 8:15 and 10:30 

Wednesday January 11 (6-8pm), Wildfire 
Confirmation event with Second Harvest 

Sunday January 15, Regular church service 
at 8:15 and, 10:30 confirmation lesson at 9:30 

Wednesday January 18, Youth & Parent  
Pizza & Planning meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall. (Please bring your calendars; we will 
want all your suggestions!) 

Sunday January 22, Regular worship service 
at 8:15 and, 10:30 confirmation lesson at 9:30 

Wednesday, January 25 Regular Confirma-
tion lesson night 

Sunday January 29, Regular church service 
at 8:15 and, 10:30 confirmation lesson at 9:30 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Calling all Youth and their Parents! We will 
have a planning meeting January 18, at 
6:30pm. Please bring your calendars, as we 
will be planning the next few months. We will 
discuss several events, including lock-ins, 
Summer trip, and VBS. So, please mark  
your calendars, and come hungry for pizza! 
 

Youth trip this year will be to Wilderness  

Canoe Base in scenic Grand Marais in North-
ern Minnesota July 16 to 20! We look for-
ward to a fun week of fun, faith, and fellow-
ship as we work various projects to help  
improve the camp. Sign up sheets and Parent 
& Camper info is available in the Narthex. A 
$100-per-person down payment is due Janu-
ary 18, (checks payable to Faith-Lilac Way 
Lutheran Church, memo: “Youth Trip”). A 
Trip Planning Meeting will happen in March 
to discuss details, as well as collect Camper  
Expectation Sheets. Contact Vicar James 
with questions. 
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We are inviting several organizations that fit  
the criteria that the council set for the potential 
partnership organization to receive the “First 
Fruits” donation from the memorial gift we  
received. The potential partnership organization 
should be local; engaged in service; participa-
tory; and we should be able to establish an  
ongoing relationship with the organization. 

 

In December we heard from: 

Near FoodShelf, which provides food and sup-
plies to neighbors. FLW was a founding member 
of this organization. Volunteers continue to be 
needed to collect food, stock shelves, staff the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gifts/food events 
and more. 

Avenues for Homeless Youth, which provides 
housing, stability and support for 300 home-
less youth every year. Locally, there is an Ave-
nues home in Brooklyn Park and in North Min-
neapolis – and there is always a waiting list. In 
addition to finances, supplies and volunteers 
are needed for weekly commitments or for one-
time and occasional services (cooking a meal, 
cleaning, painting, gardening). 

 

In January, we will hear from representatives 
from Plymouth Christian Youth Center 
(PCYC), Claire House and Kidpak . All are 
worthy causes – and many of these are sched-
uled to be FLW’s “Mission of the Month.”  
Come hear about these possibilities for FLW  
to engage in mission in our neighborhood! 

Plymouth Christian Youth 

Center (PCYC). Begun by Seminary students, 
PCYC continues to serve youth in North Minne-
apolis. PCYC Mission is: To enrich the skills, 
prospects and spirit of North Minneapolis area 
youth and adults, in partnership with families 
and communities. Its vision: Plymouth Christian 
Youth Center is a place of strength, safety and 
beauty where every young person is looked out 
for, nurtured and challenged. Youth, adults, 
families and communities come together to turn 
back the tides of poverty and violence, embrac-
ing hope, compassion and the reality of a better 
world. PCYC seeks to do this through an alter-
native high school, after school programs for 
kids, Capri theatre, summer programs… and 
more. Come hear about the work that is going 
on just a few miles from our doors and how we 
could be engaged and involved with them. 

 

Clare Terrace Clare Housing 

provides a continuum of affordable and support-
ive housing options that create healing commu-
nities and optimize the health of people living 
with HIV/AIDS. Last year Clare Terrace opened 
in Robbinsdale at 36th and France, and FLW 

helped supply housekeeping items for one of 
the new residents. Come hear other ways that 
we can be engaged with this local ministry. 

 

Kid Pack. Hunger is preva-

lent in our own backyards. One in five area 
households with children are food insecure. 
KidPack seeks to alleviate hunger for children 
by providing nutritious snacks on the week-
ends to children within the Robbinsdale Area 
Schools community. The cost of KidPacks for 
one child is only fifty-four dollars for the school 
year. Our presenter will be Dan Babine who 
has been active with Kidpack through First  
Lutheran, one of our Wildfire partner churches 
(Bonfire Churches First, St. James and House 
of Hope) along with Holy Nativity, that has 
been supplying KidPacks for neighborhood 
schools. Come hear how we can join our Wild-
fire Church partners in funding, packing and 
distributing KidPacks to kids in our neighbor-
hood. 

 

FLW Annual Report  

Review. Come and hear about plans and pro-
grams. Bring your questions and your ideas. 
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Join the Lunch Bunch Wednesday, January 
11. We’ll meet at the 50s Grill (5524 Brooklyn 
Blvd in Brooklyn Center) at 1:00pm.  
Contact Bev Maas (763-504-9331) if you 
need a ride. 

 

Gather in the library on Sunday, January 15 
at 11:30am to help choose 2017 Mission of the 

Month recipients. There are many great minis-
tries to support. Come help the  
Service & Mission leaders choose! 

 

Hello there! Vicar James here with an update 
on my internship project. I am looking for  
people between the ages of 20-40 years for  
a project of mine. We will gather each Tuesday 
night at 7pm to watch a movie and have dis-
cussion that will help us grow in faith as  
a group. Not a professional with movies or 
faith? Not a problem! The discussions and 
questions are made for everyone, and will be 
accompanied by some delicious snacks. Our 
first meeting day will be Tuesday, January 24 
at 7pm in the Faith-Lilac Way Fellowship 
Hall. Please feel free to invite friends! 

 

 

 

Join 5 weeks of discussions during Winter 
LifeGroups on Wednesday evenings (6:15pm) 
beginning January 25 and running through 
February 22. Gather to interact with pre-
selected resources and with one another. We’ll 
ask questions, share ideas and support one 
another. 

 

 

The 3rd Annual Bonfire Chili Dinner is 
scheduled for Friday, January 27 (4:30 to 
7pm) at St. James Lutheran Church 
(Hampshire & 46th). All the profits from the 
evening go to KidPack, a local organization 
that supplies students and families in need 
with non-perishable, healthy yet fun food 
items for the weekend at no cost to the par-
ents. This chili dinner event is lots of fun, 
and it’s a great way to support the KidPack 

Ministry and help feed the children in our 
community. 

 

Don’t miss this year’s Annual Meeting Sun-
day, January 29 following 10:30 worship.  
It will be a celebration!  

The event will include: 

 

 for the  
mission and ministry of the  
past year 

 

 Adopting a budget for 2017 

 Choosing a First Fruits Mission  
Partner (Read more information in 
“Ministry & Mission in Our Neighborhood” 
on page 4.) 

 Voting in new Council members 

 

 Enjoy a special presentation by the 
75th Anniversary Committee 

 Proposed Revision of Constitution 
The Council is proposing a motion to 
change Constitution C12.05c which cur-
rently states: “The Congregation Council 
may enter into contracts of up to $4,000 
for items not included in the budget. 
Proposed change: “The Congregation 
Council may enter into contracts for  
up to [5% of the approved annual budget] 
for items not included in the budget  
[and may exceed this 5% for essential 
emergency repairs.]” 

 

http://www.kidpackmn.org/
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Initially she wrote up and administered games 
and tests daily to stave off the inevitable, 
which only made her more frustrated when he 
couldn’t complete them. 

We have 3 of her books in our Church Library. 

Still Life, The Beautiful Mystery, and Fatal 
Grace. You will find them in the bookrack in 
the Narthex. In each you will find an AARP 
Magazine article by her in which talks about 
her struggle as a caregiver. 

She is Canada’s finest! 

keep Christ as a central part of your life. It 
helps to see life though the eyes of faith, and 
to know that you have the Holy Spirit advo-
cating for you on your behalf. So when you 
feel down and troubled, say a quick prayer, 
reach out to friends and family who you know 
you can trust. There's never been anything 
that says that you have to go in this life 
alone. 

It helps to have people who can help lift you 
up and challenge you. I have been talking to 
my wife and friends about my own personal 
goals this year. I have a mix of goals for my-
self that I feel will help me grow as a leader 
and as an individual. For example, one of my 
goals this coming year is to figure out an ex-
ercise plan and stick to it. I will start slow 
(running 15-20 miles a week, weight room 
and other exercises planned as well), and will 
build up from there. The idea is that I would 
like to run another half-marathon this year, 
which seems like a reachable goal for me. Al-
so, a goal of mine is that I want to become 
better organized. This means that I will start 
using and get in the habit of using a written 
planner. It is my intention to make sure that 
I'm more aware of my time, and that I become 
better at factoring in travel time into my 
plans so that I arrive safely and on time. One 

last goal that I have to share is that I want to 
continue paying back my student loans. I 
know that I won't get them fully paid off this, 
not without winning the lottery (which I never 
play), but it's still important to me that my 
family and I are close to debt free as we can 
be, even if that means taking the next few 
years to get it paid off. I am very fortunate in 
that my wife is gifted as a financial planner, 
and I am very, VERY, for her talents, as well 
as her patience with me. 

And speaking of family, my wife and I have 
some very special news for you all. Ana and  
I are proud to announce that Anderson family 
tree is growing a new branch. Coming in July 
of 2017, we are expecting the birth of what 
we have affectionately nicknamed our little 
“M&M.” We don't know the gender just yet, 
but we have names chosen out, which we will 
be waiting to reveal until the time when the 
baby is born. We are very much excited for 
our first, and can't wait for all that this New 
Year has in store for us. 
Happy New Years, and may God bless and 

keep each one of you!  

   Peace and blessings,  

   Vicar James Anderson  

 Cont’d from p.2 

Mystery writer Louise 
Penny’s husband died  
recently from dementia. 
Her books have often fea-
tured ethical and spiritu-
al themes. But she found 
herself impatient, angry, 
annoyed and breaking 
promises to him as his 
disease progressed. 

Typical caregiver, no? 
Many will identify.  

 

http://www.aarp.org/home-family/caregiving/info-2016/mystery-writer-louise-penny-personal-essay.html
http://www.aarp.org/home-family/caregiving/info-2016/mystery-writer-louise-penny-personal-essay.html
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them opportunities for housing, training and a 
living wage. I was happy that they were making 
a difference – but what had I done compared to 
these social justice rock stars?! But then I re-
membered a story - which went something like 
this: Julie went to heaven and met Peter at the 
gates of heaven. She said, “Peter, I’m so sorry I 
wasn’t more like Mother Teresa. Peter looked at 
her and said, “Why have you been beating your-
self up about not being Mother Teresa? I’ve got  
a Mother Teresa. But what I needed was Julie 
doing the work she was set out to do. 

 

Being open to the Call of the Holy Spirit can be 
both discouraging and overwhelming. But God 
has put us in this place for a purpose, for a mis-
sion – God’s mission. Many of our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters are also “leaning in” to see 
how God is calling us to act. Last month, I invit-
ed you to follow the example of our Synod’s part-
nership church in Leipzig. They light a candle 
each Sunday night as a light for “humanity,” a 
response to the anti-immigrant hatred that has 
spawned in Germany after that country acted as 
a leader in accepting refugees. The alt-right 
group (formerly white supremacist movement) in 
this country has also begun to speak against 
non-white immigrants and people of color. Like 
our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Germany, 
we too can provide another voice, another choice 
for how we as people of faith treat our neighbors. 
And it can begin by simply lighting a candle. I 
invite you to join me in lighting a candle and 
praying a prayer for God’s care for all people: 

Loving God, help me love my neighbor just as 
you love me. As I light this candle, may it be a 
silent witness that you are the light of the 
whole world. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are here, in 
this place, for a time such as this. As a church 
and as children of God, we have an opportunity 
to share God’s Good News of Love in word and 
deed. So… 

Let your light so shine before others that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Fa-
ther in heaven. —Jesus 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Pam 

 Cont’d from p.2 

page 4). The council is looking for ministry 
partners that are local; engaged in service; 
participatory; and with whom we can establish 
an ongoing relationship. 

 

 

The world needs help! Refugees continue to 
flee war-torn countries. Natural disasters seem 
more rather than less common. Our country is 
deeply divided over a number of issues, and 
the election, while it provided a new leader, did 
not calm the anxiety. What are Christians, and 
in particular Lutheran Christians, to do in a 
time like this? 

 

 

Martin Luther always said that if he had too 
many issues and concerns, he found he need-
ed to spend twice the amount of time in pray-
er. We too need to be reminded that GOD IS 
WITH US, Emmanuel. So let us “lean in” to a 
habit of prayer this year. For some of you, this 
is an old habit already. But, for others, don’t 
worry if it isn’t. The best time to learn how to 
pray – is now. And not everyone has to pray in 
the same way. I have friends who can sit in 
silence for long periods of time, listening for 
God’s word. Other friends pray better when 
they are active. Neither is the “best”. Prayer 
simply means having a conversation with God. 
That can take many forms. We’ll be offering 
opportunities for prayer throughout the year. 

 

 

There are challenges to listening to the Holy 
Spirit: 

Sometimes, when we look at the needs of the 
world, we get overwhelmed. It’s seems like too 
much! After all, as a church on the corner of 
42nd and Welcome, we can’t solve all of the 
world’s problems. But…we can do something. 

Sometimes, when we admire someone else’s 
work, we can become intimidated. For exam-
ple, I have friends, Deb and Dan, who served 
in Lutheran Volunteer Corps as I did. I recent-
ly got a letter telling all of the good work that 
they had done and how they have made a dif-
ference in the lives of homeless people giving 



… and put your healing hand upon those who are in need of your 
care. Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or 
hospitalized including Brad Hesslund, Marilyn Stalheim, Emily 
Wood, Beverly Evans, Ruth Kuder, Margaret Pendzimas, George 
Bork, Louise Kranz, Nicole Lettau, Al Anderson, Herb Scheelk, 
Linda Swanson, Gerti Dumont, Cori Vallis, Jacqueline Butkow-
ski, Helen Brandon, Jayne Ipsen, Nicole Whiteman, John Bran-
don, Ann Nowak, Mary Peloquin, the family of Clarke “Butch” 
Robinson and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living: 
Bee Loechler and Bob Borg. Let your Holy Spirit be present with 
these and all for whom we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send a 
note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our list. Thank you. 

1st Richard Anderson 
 

2nd Andrea Anderson 
 Deborah Barland 

 

4th Debbie Luoma 
 

5th Jeff Tiber 
 

6th Emma Weilage 
 

7th Tim Lindgren 
 

8th Dana Goodwin,  
Ellen Wood,  
Charles Meredith 

 

9th Brooke Tiber 
 

10th Bernice Olson 
 

11th Donna Benson 
 

12th Merideth Foster  
 

13th James Lyons 
 

14th Dennis Davis 
 

15th Don Schmidt 
 

18th Beverly Halbrooks 
 

20th Howard Farr,  
 Dan Walmsley 
 

21st Gary Feyen,  
 Nicole  Grev,  
 Nancy Shallcross 
 

25th Kim Bernards,  
 Tim Swanson 
 

28th Ella Evans,  
 Terri Hyduke, 
 Joe Thompson 
 

29th Bill Halos 
 

30th Pat Kurki 
 

31st James Ng,  
 Cole Stobbs 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) 

 

Martin Niemöller was a prominent Lutheran pastor who emerged 
as an outspoken public foe of Adolf Hitler and spent the last  

seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps. 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007391
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007391
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Cherish All Children, our mission of the Month 
for January, is an ELCA ministry that equips 
congregations to prevent child sexual exploita-
tion. The heart of this ministry lies in congrega-
tions, where staff, leaders, and members pray, 
educate, connect with others, and act on behalf 
of children within and outside their congrega-
tions. It begins with prayer. On January 8 we 
as a congregation will renew our pledge to pray 
for all children and youth ages 1 day to 25 
years old. We believe that prayer makes a differ-
ence for children. Prayer is the beginning but 
preventing child sexual exploitation requires a  
multifaceted effort to raise awareness as well  
as change attitudes and behaviors. Cherish All 
Children also works with churches to educate 
youth, parents, and other congregation mem-
bers about sexual exploitation, prevention,  
and social media safety. Cherish All Children 
helps Connect churches with other networks  

or organizations 
that work to pre-
vent child sexual 
exploitation so that 
we can partner with 
their work. This 
sends a message to 
the community that 
the church takes 
seriously its role as a protector of children.  
Finally, Cherish All Children promotes action 
both inside and outside of the church walls. 
Churches can get involved in updating their 
own safe church policies, advocating for legisla-
tion, organizing a service project for victims or 
letter-writing campaigns to stop advertisements 
or corporate practices that sexually exploit chil-
dren. If you don’t have a child to pray for, con-
tact the office or Sue Ferkingstad, our new 
Cherish All Children liaison. 
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http://www.cherishallchildren.org/home

