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We will be asking the Lutheran question:  
“What does this Mean?” and exploring ways to live out our  

faith in our world today.  

7pm mid-week Lenten Worship focused  
on the Catechism 

 

 March 8 The Ten Commandments 

March 15 The Creed 

March 22 The Lord’s Prayer 

March 29 Holy Baptism 

 April 5 The Lord’s Supper 

 

Come meet our faith neigh-
bors! Faith-Lilac Way and 
Greater St. John will host  
a joint potluck on Sunday, 
March 26 (11:30am).  
Dinner rolls and punch will 
be provided. You’ll find a 
potluck signup sheet in the 
narthex. See Bev Maas for 
more information. 
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Happy Anniversary Lutherans! 2017 marks the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation, the date 
that Martin Luther penned his “95 theses.” 
Scholars debate about whether or not he actually 
nailed them to the church door – the bulletin 
board of the day – but they tend to agree that 
this act, urging reform, was the beginning of the 
Reformation. 

 

How shall we celebrate? There will be lots of cele-
brations in October (Wildfire churches are in the 
midst of planning something too). ELCA Bishop 
Eaton acknowledges our identity is, of course, in 
Christ – not in a 16th century Augustinian 
monk, but she also suggests that it would be a 
good idea for Lutherans to be reminded of who 
we are – and what we believe: 

 

“There is something distinctive about our Luther-
an voice that needs to be heard in ecumenical 
and interreligious conversations and in the pub-
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lic square. If we aren’t clear about this we run the 
risk of sliding into relativism. It might be time for 
all of us to dust off our Small Catechisms (or find 
it in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 1160 
[or download the app for free see page 3]) and take 
another look at the basics of the faith. We are Lu-
theran Christians. With great humility we can be 
unapologetic about being Lutheran. It would be 
wonderful if we as the ELCA prepared for the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 by 
studying the Small Catechism together. We have a 
common language with which to talk about faith, 
engage Scripture and make sense of our world. 
Catechism is not just for the young. This is most 
certainly true!” 

 

 
What is Lent, you might be asking? Is it that 
fluffy stuff I clean out from the dryer? No, 
that's lint, and although it's much easier to  
explain than the church season we are in, it 
leaves much to be desired. Lent is a season 
that comes after Epiphany and is the 40 days 
(not including Sundays), starting with Ash 
Wednesday, March 1st this year, and ending 
on Easter, which is on April 16th this year. I'll 
be honest with you, Lent has never been my 
favorite season of the year. I never really heard 
about it growing up, and even before Valen-
tine’s day, stores start putting out Easter  
candy. They always seem to forget that  
St. Patrick's Day or Earth Day are part of the 
calendar. But I digress. 

Lent was not a special time for me or my family 
until I got to high school and started being able 
to understand what it means. Suddenly, I had 
friends giving up chocolate, or going to 
Wednesday night services, and I had to ask 

  

myself: “why?” Nowadays, I know that Lent is 
time of year in which we prepare to celebrate 
the death and resurrection of Jesus through 
prayer, meditation, and repentance. The 40 
days are symbolic of times in the bible when 
certain characters where waiting. Think of  
Noah and the animals in the ark, waiting 40 
days for the flood water to cease. Or think of 
Moses and the Israelites, wandering in the  
desert for 40 years! (It’s at this point that I’m 
thankful that Lent is only 40 days each year. 
Anything more than that and I think I would 
go crazy.) So Lent is a time of waiting, and 
hoping, and praying. Think of it as preparing 
for a delicious meal, and instead of having 
that sandwich to hold you over, and instead 
waiting it out so that you can enjoy even more 
of the delicious food that is to come. In the 
moment, it might be unpleasant. It might 
cause feelings of anxiousness or stress. But 
the glory of Christ is coming. That delicious 
feast (and much candy) is coming soon. 

Cont’d on page 10... 

Cont’d. on page 7... 
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Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

 
Sundays at 9:15am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Sunday Morning Catechism with Pastor Pam at 
9:30 in the Confirmation room. 

 

Wednesday Nights: Come at 5:30 for Soup!  
Participate in conversations with mentors (6:15 - 
7:30) followed by Midweek Lenten worship at 
7pm. 

 

Friday, March 10 (6:00pm – 11:45pm Wildfire 
youth (grades 7-12) will have an evening of fun 
and service. We will start the evening off at 
House of Hope for dinner and games, then head 
to Feed My Starving Children. After that, we will 
finish the night at Grand Slam! 

 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities include 
Robbinsdale’s EGGstravaganza and FLW’s  
Passion Brunch. See page 6 for details. 

 

Save the date: The Youth Fundraiser Dinner  
is scheduled for Friday, April 28! 

 

 

Augburg is now offering 
a free app for Martin  
Luther’s Catechism. Find 

it in your app store or find more information 
online at tinyurl.com/FLW-Lent-2017. 

http://tinyurl.com/FLW-Lent-2017
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Lent is an important season for the people of 
God. It is a time to reflect on Christ's tempta-
tion in the wilderness, his loneliness in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, his death on the 
cross, and our own dependence on God's 
grace and mercy. The promise of Easter leads 
us through our own wilderness in this sea-
son of confession, This month, we invite you 
to join us during our education hour to ask: 
“Who is my neighbor?” and what does it 
mean to faithfully serve the “least of these?” 
For the five weeks of Lent, we will be taking 
about economic and social justice, which ties 
to both our faith and Lutheran heritage. All 
are welcome to come hear Vicar James 
speak, and audience participation is  
encouraged. Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Wait, was does this mean? Ever wonder what 
God meant when God said...? Then come join 
us on Wednesday nights for Adult Catechism 
classes during the season of Lent. Martin Lu-
ther, one of the founders of our faith, had 
many questions about the Christian faith, 
and he knew everyone else did too. For the 
past 500 years,  
Luther's Small and Large Catechisms have 
served as guides for people to understand the 
core teachings and principles of the church. 
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 after 
Lenten Soup Suppers to go deeper into the 
Word and tradition of Lutherans. 

Homemade. Cookbook author Beatrice 
Ojakangas has written her biography! From 
Floodwood, MN, the oldest of 10 children, she 
learned to cook and bake early. On a wood 
stove… Of “100% Finnish heritage” (and so is 
her husband) she shares a kind humor about 
the Finnish culture of Northern Minnesota. She  
attended the U of M Duluth and majored in 
Home Economics. “But they didn't teach me 
anything I didn’t already know.” She began her  
career as a food writer for newspapers and 
magazines. She is the author of 29 cookbooks, 
many of them about Scandinavian foods. (You 
probably have one of her books in your collec-
tion!) You don’t have to be a cook or baker to 
enjoy her  
biography, but she does include recipes, too. 
She has appeared on television with both Julia 
Child and Martha Stewart. Now you can get to 
know her personally! 
 

Healing Ruby by Jennifer Westall. Ruby’s  
Uncle Asa’s secret is that he once had the abil-
ity to heal. Is Ruby the next in line? She strug-
gles to find the true meaning of faith and God’s 
will for her in Depression-era Alabama. She is 
opposed by a community pastor, by her racially 
prejudiced community and by her own doubts. 
The Tuesday Morning Bookclub enjoyed this 
book, and we think you will, too. 
 

Find featured books on the rack in the narthex 
just outside the office. 

Holy Week Schedule 

 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 

noon at Robbins Way 
 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 
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Join community members Tuesday, March 7 
(4pm-7pm) at Robbinsdale Cooper High 
School for soup and bread donated by local 
businesses. In exchange for a cash donation, 
guests are asked to keep a bowl as a reminder 
of all the empty bowls in the world. Enjoy local 
entertainment all evening. Call Empty Bowls 
(763-504-6990) for more information or to 
volunteer. 

 

The Lunch Bunch will be going to The Sun-
shine Factory in Plymouth on Wednesday, 
March 8. We will meet at the church at 12:30 
and carpool to the restaurant for our 1:00pm 
reservation. Watch for a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. Contact Bev Maas (763-504-9331) 
for more information. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group at Faith-Lilac 
Way has invited Wildfire members to meet with 
us to expand our work. We have been meeting 
on the third Saturday of each month at 
9:30am in our library. We understand some of 
the other churches, like ours, have shrunk a 
bit. Working together we can accomplish more. 
It has been suggested that we could apply for 
funds from Thrivent so we could purchase 
some yarn as a group. As a group, also, we can 
work out a plan to continue this ministry. Join 
us at our next meeting, March 18 (9:30am). 
Contact Pastor Pam or Carolyn Lageson 
with questions.  

 

Children age 9 and younger are invited to come 
for the fun! Youth and adults can Join Pastor 
Pam at the Eggstravaganza handing out eggs to 
children. This annual event takes place on Sat-
urday, April 8 ( 1pm) Robbinsdale City Hall 
(4100 Lakeview Ave). See Pastor Pam for details. 
This is a Robbinsdale Chamber event, of which 
Faith-Lilac Way is a member. 

 

5:30pm Soup Supper in the Fellowship Hall 

6:15pm Living Catechism for Adults;  
Student/Mentors Conversations 

7pm mid-week Lenten Worship focused on  
the Catechism 

 

Soup Supper: Come and enjoy a bowl of soup 
and delicious bread. The youth will serve deli-
cious soup and bread each week. Donations 
will support our youth mission trip to Wilder-
ness Canoe Base. Soup donations are wel-
come! Please sign up in the narthex! 

 

Confirmation Mentors Needed! The dictionary 
definition of mentor is: “an experienced and 
trusted advisor.” This may be true, but it 
sounds pretty formal. we think of our confirma-
tion mentors as Confirmed members who are 
willing to “walk alongside” a youth on her or his 
faith journey. Mentors don’t have to have 
“expertise.” They don’t have to be a certain age 
(anyone who is confirmed is qualified – from 
age 14-99!) They simply need to be trustworthy 
and willing to show up and be themselves! 
Mentors will meet with Confirmands on 
Wednesday nights during Lent (March 1- April 
5). A sense of humor is always a plus. If you or 
someone you know is interested in discovering 
more about Confirmation mentors, please see 
Pastor Pam or Vicar James. 

 

Community Outreach will host a brunch on 

Palm Sunday, April 9. (Note that this is  

instead of the usual Easter Brunch.) Mark your 

calendars now and plan to be there! 



7 

Save the date! Enjoy a free lunch on Tuesday, 
May 16 with Lutheran Social Service at  
Aria (105 N. First Street, Minneapolis).  
Learn about Youth Homelessness in  
our communities and what we can do  
about it. (Registration begins at 11:30 am, 
lunch is from noon to 1pm).  

 

FLW has dropped its group subscription to  
Living Lutheran magazine. You can find current 
and past issues of Living Lutheran online at  
livinglutheran.org. On the website, you’ll also 
find a link where you may subscribe as an  
individual ($19.95 for 12 issues). Purchase  
a subscription over the phone by calling 800-638
-3522.

 

Hey you! Yes, you! Do you like food? Would you 
like to help our youth? Then come to our fund-
raiser dinner, April 28, at Faith-Lilac Way. In 
July we are going to Wilderness Canoe Base for  
a week of fun, faith and service, and we need a 
little help getting there. During the month of 
April, the youth will be selling tickets for a deli-
cious pasta dinner. There will be food, music, 
and maybe even a few extra surprises. Thank 
you for supporting our youth! 

Living in Lent, what do we do? There are 
some who give things up for Lent. Now, while 
I think that this a good practice, I would also 
like to say that while giving something up, 
one should also replace what you lost with 
something spiritual. For example, one might 
consider giving up time on Facebook or 
watching TV to read scripture, pray, or medi-
tate. One year, I gave up an hour every day to 
read the bible. Or, for another idea, if you are 
giving up a preferred beverage, like hot choc-
olate or coffee, perhaps give the money that 
you are saving towards your church offering 
or another charitable cause. If you are giving 
something up for Lent, I ask that you not just 
turn away from something, but also that you 
would turn towards something more worthy. 

Now, what if you do give something up, but 
don't manage to give it up for all of Lent? 
Well, I'll say this: We are human. There are 
temptations in life, and we all fall down at 
some point. Even Jesus was tempted. After 
being baptized by John the Baptizer, Jesus 
went into the wilderness for 40 days and 40 
nights (there’s that number again!) and  
during this time, Satan tempted Jesus. But 

through all of these temptations, Jesus did 
not sin. Now, unlike Jesus, we're not flawless. 
If you give something up during Lent and 
aren’t able to give it up for the whole time, it’s 
okay. I heard a quote once that said “Failure 
is not falling down. Failure is not getting back 
up.” The reason for this season is not to 
make ourselves look good, but to turn  
towards God as we await that beautiful  
Easter morning. If you don't make it through, 
I encourage you to keep trying. Pride is not 
the opposite of shame, pride is the cause of 
shame. God knows our hearts and knows 
what it is that we are trying to do. 

So, as you take time this Lenten season, I  
encourage you to take time to grow closer to 
God. Lent can be a tough season. But take 
heart, Easter is coming. And if you want to 
help pass the time, come for Lenten Soup 
Suppers and Wednesday night services in  
addition to our usual Sunday Worship. Our 
doors are open, and we look forward to seeing 
you.  
  Peace and blessings,  

  Vicar James Anderson  

 Cont’d from p.2 

 

http://lssmn.org/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/
tel:800-638-3522
tel:800-638-3522
http://campwapo.org/camp/wilderness
http://campwapo.org/camp/wilderness
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A collaborative effort of community volunteers 
and Robbinsdale Area Schools Community  
Education, Empty Bowls is a benefit for PRISM 
& NEAR Food Shelves, Tuesday, March 7  
(4-7pm) at Robbinsdale Cooper High School 
(8230 47th Ave N, New Hope). Volunteers are 
needed. Call 763-504-6990 to learn about vol-
unteer opportunities or to donate food, paper 
goods, bowls, art supplies or even entertain-
ment. Financial contributions are also wel-
come. Information: facebook.com/
EmptyBowlsRAS or emptybowlsrobbins-
dale.org. 

 

Community Outreach is organizing a Passion 
Brunch, scheduled to take place Palm Sunday, 
April 9. If you can help, please contact Cori 
Vallis or, during worship, write your name and 
contact information on the green insert. The 
brunch committee will hold a planning meeting 
on Sunday, March 12 following 10:30 worship. 

We are partnering with other Wildfire congre-
gations (First Lutheran, House of Hope, Holy 
Nativity and St. James) to focus on providing 
non-perishable, healthy food items for the 
weekend to children in the community. (This 
2017 focus is in no way intended to take away 
from the many other volunteer opportunities 
that our members are engaged in such as 
NEAR Food Shelf and Dinner At Your Door. 
This is simply a new opportunity for service.) 

 

 

Kid Pack assembly dates for Winter/Spring 
2017 will be March 28 and April 25. Assembly 
starts at 4pm at the Food Group (8501 54th 
Ave N, New Hope). 

KidPack organizers & 
liaisons meet monthly 
on the third Thursdays 
from 7pm to 8:30pm 
at First Lutheran 
Church of Crystal (7708 
62nd Ave. N., Brooklyn Park). The subcommit-
tee handles details including fund develop-
ment/fundraising, thank yous, tracking and 
assembly details. Contact Heather in the FLW 
office if you’re interested in serving as a liaison. 

 

Find more information at KidPackMN.org. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/EmptyBowlsRAS
http://www.facebook.com/EmptyBowlsRAS
http://www.emptybowlsrobbinsdale.org
http://www.emptybowlsrobbinsdale.org
http://www.kidpackmn.org/
http://www.kidpackmn.org/
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Most of you have heard about W/ELCA in our 
church but I wanted to share a bit about who we 
are and what we do. It is not just your old-time 
social group anymore. Who is W/ELCA? All 
women in our congregation are a part of W/
ELCA simply by being a woman in our congrega-
tion. 

W/ELCA stands for Women of the ELCA, 
[Evangelical Lutheran Church in America]. Like 
Faith-Lilac Way being a part of the ELCA; W/
ELCA has several branches we are a part of too. 
We have our Faith-Lilac Way group of Women’s 
Ministry and Leadership; we belong to the Min-
neapolis Area Synod W/ELCA, which is com-
prised of the same area synod groups as the 
Minneapolis Synod ELCA. We are considered an 
active group as we give yearly offerings, have reg-
ular meetings and participate in Service Days, 
Fall Gatherings, to name a few, sponsored by the 
Minneapolis W/ELCA. We also give a Thank Of-
fering every year to the Church Wide ELCA in 
Chicago. [They write the award winning maga-
zine Gather which includes the Bible Study our 
Circles use.] Our benevolence is a big part of 
keeping Women’s Ministry strong in the ELCA 
and supporting efforts to make a better world. 

At the Church Wide level, money goes to many 
World Relief type programs and every three years 
they put together a Triennial Gathering for Dele-
gates and Participants. This year it will be held 
here in Minneapolis at the Convention Center, 
July 13-16. It is an amazing event that I attend-
ed in Spokane, Washington a while back as other 
women in our congregation have attended one in 
the past. Five thousand women gathering for 
worship and singing still lives vividly in my heart 
and brings tears of joy. Anyone wanting more 
information come to our next W/ELCA meeting 
March 7th or see Cori Vallis. 

At our Minneapolis Synod level we participate in 
the Fall Gathering. We learn about and act upon 
social justice issues as a synod group of women, 
bringing up healthy girls and women; some have 
served on the MAS Synod Board. We were asked 
by the Bishop to pray for an additional named 
girl who had been kidnapped, that is why we had 
two names to pray for. There is power in prayer. 
We have a sister church in Nigeria which we offer 
support, prayer and education for women to earn 
livable incomes so they can care for their fami-
lies. Some have their own businesses. You may 
even remember how in the 1970’s, I believe, 

 

women from all over the ELCA joined in efforts to 
boycott products by companies that used unsafe 
fishing methods that trapped the dolphins. They 
did not stop until dolphin safe tuna was on our gro-
cery store shelves. It is with that passion that the 
Minneapolis Area Synod W/ELCA will bring two 
women from Nigeria to attend the Triennial Gather-
ing this summer. Everything is achievable when we 
work together. 

And finally our own FLW W/ELCA. We gather the 
first Tuesday of the month at FLW in the library for 
planning and business. All women are welcome to 
come and bring ideas. We have recently gifted mon-
ey to women and children organizations, as we do 
each year as well as collect items of need for pro-
grams. Four hundred dollars was given to help 
bring the two Nigeria ladies to the Triennial. We will 
purchase two canopy/tents for use outdoors to 
comply with the Health Department policy of food 
served outdoors must have an overhead covering. 
We purchased a new snow blower a couple of win-
ters ago and many other needs of the church. Yes- 
we are the keepers of the kitchen, making sure we 
comply with the Health Department codes. Any one 
in charge of an Event needs to read through the 
Kitchen Companion Booklet to be self -certified. 
Booklets are available from Heather in the office 
and she has the list of names of people who have 
done this. By doing this, it keeps us under the 
“Church Lady Law” instead of needing a certified 
(by the Health Department) Food Manager on site 
for every food event, as the school lunch rooms do. 
Kitchen Leaders from other groups that use our 
kitchen are in compliance. We do work with the 
Church Office with Funeral serving of food, paper 
products and major appliance upkeep. W/ELCA 
gives a donation for coffee used at church, keeps 
the kitchen floor shiny and waxed-Thank you Chad 
Rambow!-and other items to make our kitchen 
function for everyone. If there are any items that we 
need please write it on the small clipboard on the 
kitchen bulletin board. 

Everyone has done a terrific job of putting away 
dishes, labeling items in the refrigerator and freez-
er. It makes it easier for the rotating Kitchen clean-
ing groups to do their part. Thank You! 

As you can see your purchases at our bake sale/
cookie sale/sweet treats sales all help us support 
our congregation, our communities and the world 
at large. We appreciate you! For any information or 
comments please seek me out. We would love to  
see you at a meeting. All are welcomed!  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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We at FLW are going to take Bishop Eaton’s  
advice. During our mid-week Lenten services, we 
will focus on the Small Catechism. Vicar James 
will teach an adult catechism class. As Bishop 
Eaton said, “Catechism is not just for the 
young!” Meanwhile, I will be giving the Confirma-
tion students and their mentors a brief overview 
of the topic of the day and then sending them 
out to discuss it. At 7pm we will gather for a 
Lenten worship service with a catechism focus 
each week. (See schedule on page 1.) 

 

In our multi-cultural, multi-faith world, it is  
important for us to know what we believe not  
only for our own sake, but so that we can engage 
in conversation with our neighbors. 

 

I’m looking forward to exploring our faith 
through Luther’s Small Catechism with you! 

This is most certainly true!  

 Cont’d from p.2 

All Are Welcome for Wednesday Soup Suppers! 
Come and enjoy a bowl of soup and delicious 
bread. The youth will serve delicious soup and 
bread each week. Donations will support our 
youth mission trip to Wilderness Canoe Base. 
Soup donations are welcome! Please sign up 
in the narthex! 

 

March 8  The Ten Commandments 

March 15 The Creed 

March 22 The Lord’s Prayer 

March 29 Holy Baptism 

April 5  The Lord’s Supper 
  with guest preacher  
  The Rev. Dave Folkerts from  
  First Lutheran Church of Crystal 

... would like to thank you for your total contri-
butions of $1,610 to our organization during 
2016. We’d also like to thank you for volunteer 
drivers you have provided to help us. These  
volunteer drivers are crucial to our organization 
and we cannot operate without them. Thanks to 
your support, 26,528 meals were delivered by 
volunteers in 2016! 

 

Your generosity is a beautiful response to 
God’s call to love our neighbors. 

 

With your gift, you are walking inside those in 
deepest need, bringing hope and healing. Your 
generosity brings hope and healing to fami-
lies and communities impacted by disasters. 

 

 

… extend their profound thanks to you for your 
critical support as expressed in the letter of  
solidarity in connection with the Sabes JCC 
bomb threat of January 18. Such a strong  
message of support powerfully undermines the 
malevolent goal of these haters to create fear 
and division by reminding all of us of the  
tremendous reservoir of love and acts of loving 
kindness present in our community. We 
shall go forward together from strength to 
strength.



… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. Com-
fort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are hospitalized 
including Brad Hesslund, Marilyn Stalheim, Ruth Kuder, Margaret 
Pendzimas, George Bork, Louise Kranz, Herb Scheelk, Cori Vallis, 
Jacqueline Butkowski, Helen Brandon, Mary Peloquin and for 
those who are at a care facility or assisted living: Bob Borg, Beverly 
Evans, Beverly Halbrooks, Bee Loechler, Herb Scheelk, Linda 
Swanson. Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom 
we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

Before each of these prayers, Luther suggested making the sign of 
the cross and saying: “God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch 
over me. Amen.” He advised praying the Apostles’ Creed and The 
Lord’s Prayer each morning and evening. Find the entire Small Cate-
chism in Evangelical Lutheran Worship beginning on page 1160. 
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 
I pray You to protect me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray You to 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our list. Thank you. 

1st Timothy  Nolan, 
 Amanda Vallis, 
 Rylee Vierzba 

2nd Cindy Brausen,  
 Roger Hanson 

5th Cary Armstrong,  
 Julie Stobbs 

6th Ashley Updegraff-
 Balow 

7th Michelle Wood 

8th Louise Kranz, 
 Mark Wietzke, 
 Danielle Wright 

11th Amery Vierzba 

12th Lydia Foster 

13th Linnea Ng 

14th Sally Fuchs 

15th Mary Peloquin 

19th Diane Bahneman,  
 Cathy Edstrom 

20th Alyssa Anderson,  
 Linda Fernelius 

23rd Debbie Overman 

24th Edith Thielmann,  
 Brenda Thompson 

29th Taylor Ipsen 

30th Samantha Swanson, 
 Andrew Wood 

31st Katie Peterson,  
 Mary Weilage 

http://ctkelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Martin-Luthers-Small-Catechism.pdf
http://ctkelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Martin-Luthers-Small-Catechism.pdf
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During the month of March, groups across Minne-
sota will be collecting food and monetary dona-
tions to help stamp out hunger. There will be col-
lections in schools, businesses, restaurants, gro-
cery stores, and of course churches. On March 19 
at Faith-Lilac Way, our youth will distribute bags 
to be filled with food and returned to church for 
Pack the Pews Sunday, March 26. Our congrega-
tion has always been very generous in the past; 
let’s continue this tradition of giving and sharing. 
Greater Council of Churches will offer limited 
matching. All donations will be given to the NEAR 
Food Shelf. Monetary gifts are also appreciated! 

A member of The Second Harvest Food Bank, The 
Food Group and Hunger Solutions Minnesota, 
NEAR serves 450 to 500 families and distributes 

40-50,000 pounds of food each month. At 
Thanksgiving, NEAR served 667 families; at 
Christmas, 473 families.  

Other ways you can support 
NEAR include attending the 
Empty Bowls Fundraiser on 
Tuesday, March 7 (4-7pm) at 
Cooper High School (see page 6 
for more information) and  
donating clean paper grocery 
bags that NEAR uses for distri-
bution. (You may leave bags in 
FLW’s entryway donation box.) 

Thank you for all you contribute to aid families  
in our community. NEAR appreciates your  
continued support. 
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