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Holy Week Schedule 

 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 

 Passion Brunch served 8:30am - 10am 

 

noon at Robbins Way 
 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

 

 Tenebrae Service 
 noon & 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

 

 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 

 Enjoy muffins & rolls between and after services  
(proceeds support the youth mission trip). 

 

Find more worship information on page 9. 



2 

Easter – the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Easter – the promise of New Life in Christ.  
Easter. It’s coming! 

We will celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 16.  
It will be a great day of music and celebration. 
But that is not the only day we celebrate the 
promises of Jesus. And that day is made more 
meaningful if you get the whole story. 

The whole Lenten season is a journey. We tell the 
stories of Jesus. On Wednesday nights we have 
been studying Luther’s catechism – and Luther’s 
great question: “What does this mean?” 

That journey intensifies as we enter Holy week – 
this year beginning on April 9. It is a week when 
we hear again the story of Jesus’ passion. Pas-
sion is one of those words that have changed 
over time. Ordinarily when we think of passion, 
we think of great emotion or intense desire. 
Someone’s passion usually refers to their gift, to 
what they love. But Jesus’ passion, connected to 
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the old Latin root pati, means suffering. We hear 
Jesus’ commandment to his disciples to love one 
another. We see his example of service. Jesus is 
betrayed. 

In a world that often seems broken, uncertain and 
anxious, it is good for us to hear this story again. 
Because, against all reason and understanding, 
beyond our wildest imaginations, against all odds, 
Jesus is Risen! The light shines in the darkness – 
and nothing - not darkness, not the evil still pre-
sent in our world, not the very real anxiety and 
concerns of this time – nothing – is able to over-
come the light of Jesus Christ. 

I invite you to join in the journey – as much as 
you can. And, along the way, do not lose heart. 
For…Easter is coming. Thanks be to God!  

I confess to excessive levity! 

Hello everyone, and wel-
come to April. If you are reading this after April 
1st, then a happy belated April Fool's day to you! 
We are still in the season of Lent, but Easter is 
just around the corner. I wanted to write to you 
about something I have studied seriously for near-
ly my entire life. Those of you who know me know 
there are two things that are of utmost im-
portance to me: God and my family. If I had to 
have a third piece that was important to me, I 
would say that joy, humor, and laughter would be 
my top pick. 

In book club on Tuesdays, we have started read-
ing a book that I recommended, Between Heaven 
and Mirth, Why Joy, Humor, and Laughter are at 
the Heart of the Spiritual Life by James Martin, 
S.J. In this book, the author, a Jesuit priest,  
describes how he came to better understand his 
life because the saints he studied were the people 
who found holiness leads to joy. It was a shocking 
revelation for him that people could live lives that 
were religious AND joyful at the same time! I find 
myself agreeing with James Martin; it was the 

  

people of joy in my church growing up (my  
father, my youth pastor, and my pastor) who  
exemplified lives of joy and laughter. Their find-
ing a better way of life, one that could face the 
trials and tribulations of the day while still being 
able to smile, made me want to be like them. 

Now, this isn't to say that they couldn’t be seri-
ous. They were well balanced, allowing sadness 
and anger to be a part of their emotional spec-
trum, but it was their joy that got me interested 
and got me invested. And because of these peo-
ple, I was able to find the love of God. Now, my 
challenge for you all is this: Take the joy in your 
life, and spread it to others. Take the things you 
love—your hobbies, your activities, and your 
jokes—and use them to make the world better.  
I spent years studying philosophy, especially 
epistemology (the theory of knowledge) and her-
meneutics (the study of interpretation and expe-
rience) but what I discovered was that it was my 
joy and silliness that actually REACHED people. 
So, this day, this week, this month, take your 
joy, let it overflow, and help teach people the  
love of God.  Peace be with you,  
   Vicar James 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness  
of God is stronger than human strength.  1 Corinthians 1:25  
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Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

 
Sundays at 9:15am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Would you like to have a delicious pasta dinner? 
Would you like to help our youth go on a service 
trip to Wilderness Canoe base this summer? 
Would you like to do both at the same time?!? 
Join us on Friday, April 28th for a delicious pasta 
dinner. Youth will be selling tickets in the weeks 
to come. Come enjoy good food, talented student 
entertainment, and wonderful fellowship as we 
raise money to help our kids do work for God 
this summer. 

Join us on Sunday, April 30, for when our 
youth and confirmation students lead worship. 
This year, our message will be delivered in the 
form of a Dr. Seuss skit, titled “Green Eggs and 
Prayer.” You'll smile! You'll laugh! You might 
even come back the next week! See you there! 
 

 

During the month of April, we will be practicing 
and rehearsing for Youth Sunday during our 
usual times (9:30am on Sundays, 6:30pm-
7:30pm on Wednesday nights). We will not 
have much time to get this all down, so we WILL 
NEED YOU THERE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. We 
will still have time for lessons and questions, but 
we do want you there to make Youth Sunday as 
awesome as possible. Hope to see you there! 
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April 2: Our Watershed Moment: Emilie  
Bouvier, our synod’s very own Congrega-
tional Organizer for Environmental Justice 
will walk us through Watersheds 101: what 
are watersheds anyway, and how do they 
connect us to our neighbors? We will share 
conversation about how water relates to our 
faith and our daily lives – as well as discuss 
what practical steps we can take to become 
better stewards of the creation in our own 
backyards and beyond. 

April 9: Palm Sunday Passion Brunch 

April 16: Easter Sunday. Enjoy a muffin/roll 
and holy conversation. 

April 23: A Complaint Free World? It’s a 
challenge: Can you avoid complaining for  
21 days? Join Sue Ferkinstad for a conver-
sation on her experience – and the chal-
lenge of directing your energy and your life 
towards making a difference.  

April 30: Cherish All Children. 
Sue Ferkinstad will lead a 
conversation on what Cherish 
All Children is doing in addi-
tion to prayer and how we can 
be a part of it. 

May 5: ELCA World Hunger – Making a  
Difference. Dennis Murnyak and Pastor 
Raymond Hagberg, ELCA Missionaries, 
will speak on ELCA and world hunger. 

C.S. Lewis wrote many books, like The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe and The Screwtape Let-
ters, but one of his best is Mere Christianity. 
This book is direct and accessible. Read it, and 
you’ll be glad you did. 

The other books on our featured rack just out-
side the office door this month are written by 
Wilhelm Moberg: The Emigrants, Unto a 
Good Land, The Settler, and The Last Letter 
Home are all about a family who emigrated 
from Sweden; they felt they had to leave  
because of starvation and limitations in making 
a living. They sailed to Minnesota and settle 
into a difficult life of taming the land for farm-
ing and raising their children. It brings to mind 
what so many immigrants face today, and, no 
doubt, what your grandparents or great grand-
parents faced at one time. 
 

Find featured books on the rack in the narthex 
just outside the office. 

 

Throughout 2017, FLW is partnering with other 
Wildfire congregations (First Lutheran, House 
of Hope, Holy Nativity and St. James) to focus 
on providing non-perishable, healthy food items 
for the weekend to children in the community. 

 

The April assembly date for 
KidPack is Tuesday, April 25. 
Assembly starts at 4pm at the 
Food Group (8501 54th Ave N, 
New Hope). 

 

C.S. Lewis 

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.kidpackmn.org/
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Children age 9 and younger are invited to come 
for the fun! Youth and adults can Join Pastor 
Pam at the Eggstravaganza handing out eggs to 
children. This annual event takes place on Sat-
urday, April 8 (1pm) Robbinsdale City Hall 
(4100 Lakeview Ave). See Pastor Pam for details. 
This is a Robbinsdale Chamber event, of which 
Faith-Lilac Way is a member. 

 

The Lunch Bunch will be going to The 50s in 
Brooklyn Center on Wednesday, April 12; 
plan to meet at the 50s at 1pm . Watch for a 
sign-up sheet in the narthex. Contact Bev 
Maas (763-504-9331) for more information  
or if you need a ride. 

 

A Dakota Sacred Sites tour is scheduled for  
Saturday, April 15, (10:00am to 2:00pm),  
departing from the Church of St. Peter in St. 
Paul. Participate in story-telling and experiencing 
the sacred sites of the Dakota in silence/
meditation/reflection. Over the past two years, 
more than 500 participants have taken the tour 
of sites located around confluence of the Missis-
sippi and Minnesota rivers, what the Dakota re-
fer to as Bdote, or “meeting place of rivers.” Visit 
spinterfaith.org/healing-minnesota-stories/
sacred-sites-tour/ for more information. 

 

Caritas Vocal Ensemble will perform a concert 
benefiting Cherish All Children on Sunday, April 
23 beginning at 3:00pm at Valley of Peace Lu-
theran Church (4735 Bassett Creek Drive, Gold-
en Valley). Caritas, an a cappella choral group, 
performs to raise money and awareness for non-
profit organizations. Caritas invites you to join 
them on a musical journey from loss of inno-
cence, angst, and discouragement to the hope 
that is found in music, connection to the earth, 
and connection to one another. A freewill offering 
will support Cherish All Children, an ELCA min-
istry that encourages and equips congregations 
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

 

There are still openings to join Wildfire mem-
bers on a bus tour of Germany July 10-20. 
Cost of $3,799/person includes: airfare, first 
class hotel accommodations, most meals, and 
all admission fees to museums and historic 
sites. See sites related to Martin Luther and the 
Reformation plus some Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
sites. Contact Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (763-
545-1647 or pastorjason@holynativity.net). 

 

 

We’ll see you at the FLW Youth Fundraiser  
Dinner, April 28 here at Faith-Lilac Way. In 
July we will go to Wilderness Canoe Base for  
a week of fun, faith and service, and we need a 
little help getting there. During the month of 
April, the youth will be selling tickets for a deli-
cious pasta dinner. There will be food, music, 
and maybe even a few extra surprises. Thank 
you for supporting our youth! 

 

 

A basic estate plan includes a will, power of  
attorney and health care directive (and, for 
some people, a trust). Together these docu-
ments can: 

• provide peace of mind 

• provide direction for medical decisions  

• protect assets 

• provide for loved ones and the ministries 

about which you are passionate.  

Come to St. James Lutheran (6700 46th Place 
North, Crystal) on Monday, May 8 at 10:00am 
to hear Andrew Carlson of Carlson Law Office 
share information about basic estate plans. 

 

Save the date! Enjoy a free lunch on Tues-
day, May 16 with Lutheran Social Service  
at Aria (105 N. First Street, Minneapolis).  
Learn about Youth Homelessness in  
our communities and what we can do  
about it. (Registration begins at 11:30 am, 
lunch is from noon to 1pm). 

https://spinterfaith.org/healing-minnesota-stories/sacred-sites-tour/
https://spinterfaith.org/healing-minnesota-stories/sacred-sites-tour/
http://lssmn.org/
http://campwapo.org/camp/wilderness
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Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry dedi-
cated to providing congregations with pathways 
to help prevent child sexual exploitation. One 
way the ministry helps provide awareness and 
funding is by participating in the Stop the Traf-
ficking 5K Walk Run For Justice. The event takes 
place at Eden Prairie's Purgatory Creek Park and 
is open to runners and walkers of all levels of 
athletic ability.  
 

Please join Team Cherish All Children by regis-
tering for the 5K at stopthetraffickingrun.org/ 
The registration fee is: 

• $25/adult & $15/youth through April 30 

• Regular rates are $35/adult & $25/youth 

 

The next step is to go to 
form.jotform.com/70645794494167 and register 
as a member of Team Cherish All Children. This 
site will ask for t-shirt information which will be 
provided for anyone that raises a minimum of 
$150.00. (More to come on how you can help 
raise funds for this important cause.) 

Feel free to contact me about the 5K or if you 
would like to find other ways to support the 
Cherish All Children ministry. Sue Ferkingstad 
sueferk@msn.com or 763-226-5833.  

 

The parishioners that helped us during lunch, 
how special, and we are thankful to each per-
son. My mother used to run that kitchen and 
I remember how hard she worked, but it was 
a labor of love. Please thank them for their 
time and energy; we appreciated everything. 

My heartfelt and sincere appreciation, 
Claudia Nelson 

 

Thank you, members of Faith-Lilac Way  
Lutheran Church, for the gift to the John D. 
and Ruth Hogenson-Rutford Endowment  
for Church Relations Fund at Gustavus 
Adolphus College.

The Robbinsdale Early Childhood Family Edu-
cation program aims to inspire families to be 
positive stewards of the environment. Preschool 
children enjoyed classroom visits from West-
wood Hills Nature Center where they learned 
about animals and environmental care and  
respect. Many of these children live in apart-
ment communities without easy access to nat-
ural areas. 

In parent education classes, parents created 
green cleaners to use in their homes. They were 
also encouraged to bring reusable mugs for 
beverages and keep track using a Saved Cup 
Tally. During the first semester, parents avoid-
ing using 445 disposable cups. 

Their annual Earth Day Event and Kids Stuff 
Garage Sale will take place on Saturday, April 
22. The event, which is open to the public, will 
also feature TOLBY, the Turn-Off-Lights-
Behind-You lightning bug mascot from the 
Center for Energy and Environment. 

http://www.stopthetraffickingrun.org/
https://form.jotform.com/70645794494167
http://ecfe281pac.wixsite.com/sale
http://ecfe281pac.wixsite.com/sale
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Welcome 

Emilie Bouvier, Congrega-
tional Organizer for Envi-
ronmental Justice, to wor-
ship (both services) and 
adult education. As the 
Congregational Organizer 
for Environmental Justice, 
Emilie works with leaders 

across the Minneapolis Area Synod on earth-
care initiatives. 

 

The catechism focus will be on the Lord’s Sup-
per. We’ll welcome guest preacher Rev. Dave 
Folkerts.

Worship begins with palm branches as we cele-
brate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
But the mood quickly turns more somber as we 
remember Jesus’ passion. (The word “passion” 
comes from the Latin root “patri,” to suffer.)  
Jesus’ Holy week story has only begun… 

 

At Thursday’s worship, Jesus’ story engages  
all our senses: Hear Jesus’ commandment, 
taste Jesus’ gift of his body and blood at the 
last supper; feel your hands anointed for  
service; see the altar stripped bare, symbolizing 
betrayal. Yet this is not the end of the story… 

 

 

Tenebrae means “darkness” or “shadows.” We 
extinguish the light from the candles as we 
sing, pray and hear the story of Jesus’ crucifix-
ion. But the story is still not over….  

 

 

Christ has Risen! Jesus Christ has Risen  
Indeed! Enjoy muffins & rolls between and  
after services (proceeds support the youth  
mission trip). 

 

(Regular worship service at 8:15am.) 

Bring your pets to worship during the 10:30am 
service! Why do we bless animals? The short 
answer is that we bless animals because God 
did (See Genesis 1). But we also bless one an-
other and our fellow creatures who have skin, 
scales, feathers and fur because, just as God 
blessed all the creatures at creation, we want 
God to bestow health, healing and a good life 
on all creatures today. 

 

. 

(Regular worship service at 8:15). Come wor-
ship at 10:30am and support the youth as they 
proclaim the Good News through a skit titled, 
“Green Eggs & Prayer.” 

 

(both 

worship services). Why do we tell jokes in 
church? On Good Friday, it looked as if death, 
evil and the power of the devil had defeated  
Jesus, but on Easter Sunday, Jesus had the 
last laugh! Have a joke to share or tell? Con-
nect with Vicar James or Pastor Pam know or 
put your suggestion in the offering plate. Jokes 
needed by April 23rd. 

 

Save the date! 

http://mpls-synod.org/our-synod/staff/#emilie
http://mpls-synod.org/our-synod/staff/#emilie
http://mpls-synod.org/our-synod/staff/#emilie
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV


… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including Brad Hesslund, Marilyn Stalheim, Ruth 
Kuder, Margaret Pendzimas, George Bork, Louise Kranz, Herb 
Scheelk, Cori Vallis, Jacqueline Butkowski, Helen Brandon, 
Betty Greenly and for those who are at a care facility or assisted 
living: Bob Borg, Beverly Evans, Beverly Halbrooks, Bee 
Loechler, Herb Scheelk. Let your Holy Spirit be present with 
these and all for whom we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things 
on earth, you made us fellow workers, and  
stewards in your creation. We praise and  
thank you, for all the beauty and benefits  
of creation. Give us wisdom and reverence  
so to protect and use the resources of  
nature, remembering your grace to us  
and the earth. Teach us to nurture your  
creation so that generations yet to come  
may continue to praise you for your bounty  
and beauty. We pray through Jesus Christ  
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
with the Holy Spirit, One God, now and  
forever, Amen. 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our list. Thank you. 

1st Jocelyn Mutschler 

4th Laura Rosenberg, 
 Nicole Whiteman 

6th Al Villagomez 

7th Emily Wood 

8th Robert Essig 

10th Craig Blackman,  
 Janet Osmundson 

18th Alayna Hanneman 

20th George Bork 

23rd Davante Davis 

24th Anna Lynum 

25th Brooke Anderson 

26th Brenda Tiber 

28th Angela Crass,  
 Debra Reutiman 

30th Madison Anderson 
 Amanda Schnagl 

FLW has a camera. The 
75th Anniversary Com-
mittee encourages you to 
use it! Snap pictures of 
your FLW special events, 
classes or church hap-
penings. Help us capture 
our church life through 
photos.  



10 
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WAPO Bible camp is known as a 
place “where fun and faith collide.” 
Each year we send campers there 
and they come back singing Bible 
songs, encouraged and strengthened 
in their faith. It’s not cheap - over 
$400 for the week - but it is a great 

investment in our youth and friends. Consider 
providing a scholarship for our youth and neigh-
borhood youth. Could you sponsor a day ($70) or 
a half-day ($35) for a child? Give your gift to FLW 
and write WAPO Mission of the Month on the 
memo line and/or offering envelope. Thank you! 
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