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Like to laugh? Don’t miss Holy Humor Sunday (8:15am & 
10:30am)! Why do we dedicate a Sunday to good humor? This  
tradition dates back to the early church leaders who said that,  
“On Good Friday, it looked like death evil and the power of the  
devil defeated Jesus, but on Easter Sunday, Jesus had the last 
laugh!” Join us for a day of joy and laughter. If you have any jokes 
or funny stories to contribute, please contact Vicar James, Pastor 
Pam or the church office. 

 

Music! Music! Music! The 10:30am service will be filled with mu-
sic! Come join the joyful noise.  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. —Psalm 98:4 

 

National Police Week wraps up on Sunday, May 21. That day, we 
will lift up in prayer our local police and safety officers. Officers 
from Crystal plan to stop by (if they are available). 

 

May 28 through Labor Day, worship with us Sundays at 9:30am. 
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Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

 
Sundays at 9:15am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

 

In January, FLW members voted to divide the First 

Fruits of a significant contribution amongst five organizations: KidPack, Avenues for Homeless Youth, 
Claire Housing, Plymouth Christian Youth Center (PCYC) and Treehouse. Photos below show members 
presenting these contributions to the various organizations. The final donation will take place May 4. 

Pictured, clockwise from 
top: KidPack, Clare House, 
Plymouth Christian Youth 
Center, Avenues for Home-
less Youth. 
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These ancient words are the Easter cry that we 
make new every Easter. But by now the Easter 
flowers have lost their petals, the Halleluias have 
hushed and the memory of the day may feel just 
like that – a good memory. And yet… even with-
out trumpets sounding, Jesus Christ calls us to 
live into this new day of Easter joy, hope and 
possibility. The challenge is living into that possi-
bility, into that new life. 

   One way we can do this is to take a wide angle 
view that reminds us we are a part of the big pic-
ture, a small piece in the whole scope of Chris-
tian life. However, just as even one missing piece 
in a jigsaw puzzle makes it incomplete, so is your 
piece, your life, important in God’s picture. 

   Another way to live into the possibilities of new 
life is to narrow our focus and ask: what is God 
calling us, the people of Christ’s body at Faith-
Lilac Way, to do in this corner of God’s world? As 
my friend Pastor Deb Stehlen, Assistant to the 
bishop says, “Notice what God is doing in your 
neighborhood and join in!” 
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Scott Vaughan, a speaker  
at a recent synod event, 
challenged us not only to 
ask this question about today – but also to look 
toward the future. His challenge: Pray for God’s 
mission for Faith-Lilac Way for 2019. Be inten-
tional and rigorous about it. Pray often - and God 
will help you to complete it. 

   2019 sounds like perfect timing for Faith-Lilac 
Way. We celebrate our 75th Anniversary on  
October 13-14, 2018, and it makes sense to look 
forward and ask: What is God’s vision for FLW’s 
future – for 2019! This is our Easter challenge. 
Let’s do it! Let’s pray: Mighty God, show your  
vision for FLW for 2019 and lead each one of us  
to do our part to make it happen. 

In the meantime, live into this new day of Easter 
joy, hope and possibility because Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen Indeed! 

May is here! Hopefully the odd snowstorms will be 
done until next November. I racked my brain over 
what I should write about this month, and hon-
estly there’s a lot going on to choose from. Firstly, 
Ana and I are both graduating from our respective 
programs this month (Ana with a Doctorate from 
the University of Minnesota, and me with Masters 
of Divinity from Luther Seminary). And then my 
birthday is also this month, so I figured I would 
write about all the things that I’ve learned this 
last year. But then I thought that what I’ve 
learned with Internship I could fill a novel, and I 
only have a half-page, so without further ado, 
here is everything that I learned over the last year, 
abridged. 

 

So, last year, I was working full time, and on my 
birthday in 2016, I worked a 12-hour day at my 
catering job. Okay, sometimes adulthood throws 
us curve balls, and we have to do things that we 
don’t want to. My friends and I made time later to 

  
celebrate, but at the time I may have had a few 
grumbles. The first lesson that I have is this: 
“Have fun.” Without fun, all other things that  
we do will not amount to anything. The second 
lesson that I have for you is: “Expand your ideas 
about what ‘fun’ is.” There will often be times 
that an unpleasant job or task can be made  
tolerable by changing one's perspective. Quoting 
Mary Poppins, “in every job that must be done, 
there is an element of fun. You find the fun, and 
Snap! The job’s a game.” And finally, perhaps 
the hardest lesson of all that I'm still learning: 
“Be patient.” Expediency almost always leads to 
poor choices.  

 

So take a breath, consider options, and make 
smart choices. Seek advice from those who 
know, and let common sense prevail. 

 

   Peace be with you,  
   Vicar James 
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May 7: ELCA World Hunger – Making a  
Difference presented by ELCA missionaries 
Dennis Murnyak and Pastor Raymond Hag-
berg. Dennis Murnyak is aquaculturist who 
led the Fish Farming Project of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT). 
He and his late wife Meredith worked on 
fish farming development in West Africa, 
Latin America and the U.S. They authored a 
book, Raising Fish in Ponds: A Farmer's 
Guide to Tilapia Culture. Dennis is retired 
and lives in Roseville. Pastor Raymond Hag-
berg and his late wife Nellie Faye went to 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania) in the 1960s as 
teachers in local bush schools. During fur-
loughs, Ray studied for the ministry; he was 
ordained in the ELCT and served as a pas-
tor in several parishes in Tanzania. He and 
his wife helped in the distribution of food to 
local families during some drought periods. 
Ray is also retired. These two presenters 
will provide first-hand accounts of disaster 
relief and long-term investment in food sus-
tainability through the ELCA World Hunger.  

 

May 14 & 21: Faith, Sexism, Justice. The 
ELCA is requesting conversations and feed-
back on a social statement on Women and 
Justice: One in Christ. The ELCA 2009 
Church-Wide Assembly requested a social 
statement on women and justice issues.  
A study has been written (available online), 
and the writers (including our own Bishop 
Svennensen) are requesting feedback. Your 
input is requested! 

This month’s feature is three gifts given to our 
FLW Library. 
1] Martin Luther: 
Treasures of the Refor-
mation. Many of us at-
tended the special event 
celebrating the Refor-
mation and Martin Lu-
ther at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art last fall. 
Minneapolis was one of 
only three cities in the  
U S to host this wonder-
ful collection from Ger-
many. 
Butch Robinson was 
among those of us who took a bus there along 
with others from Wildfire churches. As he got 
back onto the bus he was so excited – he had 
purchased the CATALOG (description of the ex-
hibits) from the gift shop. “I paid $50!” After his 
untimely death soon afterwards his family do-
nated that book to us. Thank you. 
2] After her year of internship with us in 2012, 
Pastor Ashley Updegraff-Balow gave us a copy 
of the St. John’s Bible Psalms. St John's  
Abbey and University in Collegeville hired illu-
minator Donald Jackson from Wales to illus-
trate a Bible. We are fortunate to have this 
lovely edition of the Psalms. 
3] Active reader and next door neighbor Mary 
DeMaio has given us dozens of paperbacks by 
mystery writer M C Beaton. Beaton is called 
“The new Agatha Christie.” Her detective  
Agatha Risen series is set in England and has 
recently been made into a television series for 
Public Television. [Watch for it on Sunday eve-
nings.] But Eleanor Bjorkquist and Carol Flom 
agree that the TV character does NOT live up  
to the Agatha of the books! MC Beaton’s other 
series features Scottish policeman Hamish 
Macbeth. He is lazy and bumbling but always 
gets his criminal. 

Happy reading and thanks to our generous 
book donors! 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/FAITH_SEXISM_JUSTICE_Conversations_toward_a_Social_Statement.pdf
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The Service and Mission Committee will finish 
filling in the remaining spots on the Mission of 
the Month calendar. Come to advocate for a 
mission on Sunday, May 7 at 11:35am! 

 

 

A basic estate plan includes a will, power of  
attorney and health care directive (and, for some 
people, a trust). Together these documents can: 

• provide peace of mind 

• provide direction for medical decisions  

• protect assets 

• provide for loved ones and the ministries 
about which you are passionate.  

Come to St. James Lutheran (6700 46th Place 
North, Crystal) on Monday, May 8 at 10:00am 
to hear Andrew Carlson of Carlson Law Office 
share information about basic estate plans. 

 

Contact Gloria Romo to 
RSVP by May 9 
(651.287.2576  
or gloria.romo@lssmn.org) 
or visit lss.mn.org/
MetroYouthLuncheon for a 
benefit luncheon for Youth 

Experiencing Homelessness. The Lutheran Social 
Service event takes place on Tuesday, May 16 at 
Aria (105 N. First Street, Minneapolis). Learn 
about Youth Homelessness in our communities 
and what we can do about it. (Registration be-
gins at 11:30 am, lunch is from noon to 1pm). 

 

On Wednesday, May 10, the Lunch Bunch will 
be going to Lynde’s in Osseo. Plan to meet at 
FLW at 12:30pm to carpool. Watch for a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex. Contact Bev Maas (763-
504-9331) for more information. 

 

 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry dedi-
cated to providing congregations with pathways 
to help prevent child sexual exploitation. The 
ministry helps provide awareness and funding 
by participating in the Stop the Trafficking 5K 
Walk Run For Justice, which takes place on 
June 10 at Eden Prairie's Purgatory Creek 
Park. Runners and walkers of all levels of ath-
letic ability are invited to participate. 

Please join Team Cherish All Children by regis-
tering for the 5K at stopthetraffickingrun.org/ 
The registration fee is $35/adult & $25/youth 

The next step is to go to 
form.jotform.com/70645794494167 and regis-
ter as a member of Team Cherish All Children. 
This site will ask for t-shirt information which 
will be provided for anyone that raises a mini-
mum of $150.00. 

For more information about the 5K or if you 
would like to find other ways to support the 
Cherish All Children ministry, contact  
Sue Ferkingstad sueferk@msn.com or  
763-226-5833. 

 

(both 

worship services). Why do we tell jokes in 
church? On Good Friday, it looked as if death, 
evil and the power of the devil had defeated  
Jesus, but on Easter Sunday, Jesus had the 
last laugh! 

 

Music! Music! Music! The 10:30am service will 
be filled with music! Come join the joyful noise.  

 

We will lift up in prayer our local police and 
safety officers as National Police Week closes on 
May 21. 

 

Worship with us Sundays at 9:30am through 
Labor Day. 

http://www.stopthetraffickingrun.org/
https://form.jotform.com/70645794494167
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… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including Brad Hesslund, Marilyn Stalheim, Ruth 
Kuder, Margaret Pendzimas, George Bork, Louise Kranz, Herb 
Scheelk, Cori Vallis, Jacqueline Butkowski, Helen Brandon, 
Betty Greenly and for those who are at a care facility or assisted 
living: Bob Borg, Beverly Evans, Beverly Halbrooks, Bee 
Loechler, Herb Scheelk. Let your Holy Spirit be present with 
these and all for whom we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If you 
don’t see your name here, 
call the office (763-537-
4523) so we can update our 
list. Thank you. 

1st Diane Carlson 
 Heather Lane 

3rd Kirk Anderson 

4th Lea Hartjen, 

5th Paula Lindgren 

6th Thomas Thompson 

10th Vicar James  
 Anderson 

11th Sandra Blackman, 
 Dan Schumacher 

12th Barbara Nolan,  
 Gina Swanson 

13th Nicholas Kuder 

14th Sandra Dolence, 
 Taylor Schumacher 

16th Wendy Blackman 

18th Natasha Rice 

19th Gayland Halter 

21st Ella Henkels 

22nd Peter Olson, 
 Zachary Peterson 

23rd Nicole Lettau 

24th Aliyah Nolan 

25th Gloria Voeltz 

27th Harold Osmundson 

28th Sandy Hanneman 

31st Austin Nelson-
 Wilson 

Direct us, Lord God, in all our doings 
with your most gracious favor, and 
extend to us your continual help;  
that in all our works  
begun,  
continued,  
and ended in you,  
may glorify your holy name; 
and finally, by your mercy,  
bring us to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

©2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
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The 75th Anniversary Committee 
encourages you to use it! Snap 
pictures of your FLW special 
events, church happenings or 
classes. Help us capture our 
church life through photos! 

 

Help prepare for the final phase of carpet  
installation! On Sunday, May 21 ( 9:30am), 
help clean out lower level rooms that will be 
carpeted during the week of May 22. 

 

 

Imagine those who have lost everything in the 
wake of an earthquake or after having fled from 
violence as their homes were overtaken. A few 
simple basic hygiene. items can provide comfort 
and healthy care as people in turmoil begin 
anew. 

FLW’s Congregational Life Committee and  
Service Committee invites you to participate in 
Lutheran World Relief’s Baskets of Promise  
appeal. We will collect items that we’ll use to 
assemble Personal Care Kits that give people 
around the world tools to stay healthy in life’s 
most challenging situations. Please place the 
items in the narthex collection area. 

Our goal is to assemble  
55 LWR Personal Care Kits. 

 

▪ Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, in  
original wrapping) 

▪ Bath Towels (light weight, 52”x27”  
maximum size*. Dark colors recommended) 
*Walmart sells these lightweight smaller  
towels 

▪ Toothbrushes (adult size, in original pack-
aging) 

▪ Combs (sturdy, wide tooth) 

▪ Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional) 

 

Your monetary donations will help defray the 
cost of shipping. We have also applied for a 
Thrivent Action Team seed money for supplies. 
Join us to assemble our Personal Care Kits on 
Sunday, May 21 at 11:30 and enjoy a light 
lunch together. 

 

Thank you so much for your check in the 
amount of $400 designated for Lutheran  
Social Service of Minnesota. Your gift will  
provide new life and hope to the 1 in 65  
Minnesotans who utilize the services of LSS  
of MN each year.  

   It’s because of you that LSS is able to  
provide: 

• a hot nutritious meal or a caring  

companion for an older adult 

• financial or family counseling for  

a returning veteran 

• a second chance for a homeless youth 

• independence for a person with a  
disability 

• recovery from natural disaster for  

a family trying to rebuild 

• and so much more! 

   Thank you again for your important  
contribution. 

 

Your thoughtful gift is a valuable investment 
in the future of the church, its congregation, 
and our faith communities. Your financial gift 
helps support students as they pursue their 
next step in ministry, allows us to hire educa-
tors that are the best in their fields, creates 
ongoing education opportunities for ministry 
and lay leaders and, most importantly,  
proclaims God’s love! With your ongoing help, 
we will continue to expand our ministry and 
educate new generations of faith leaders.
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May 3: We surveyed 100 people, what's the best 
way for Confirmation Youth to have fun on May 
3? Survey saaaaaaayyyyyssss: Family Feud! Join 
us at First Lutheran on Wednesday May 3 at 
6:30pm for Family Feud Fun! We will be meet-
ing at and picking up from First Lutheran of 
Crystal. 

May 10: Back in my day, we didn't have 
“plural”... or the internet. Vicar James has made 
another lap around the sun. Come celebrate his 
birthday with him at Faith-Lilac Way on May 10 
at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. Cake, beverag-
es, and board games abound! No gifts necessary, 
you being there is the greatest gift I could ask 
for. Have a board game that you like? Feel free 
to bring it! Hope to see you there! 

May 17: Hey youth and parents! We need help 
setting up and decorating for the Youth Pasta 
feed dinner. On Wednesday, May 17, we will 
meet at 6:30pm in the Fellowship hall to prep 
the place for the pasta dinner the next night. 
Hope you can come! 

 

Fundraiser Pasta Dinner! 
Come Thursday, May 18 
and enjoy a delicious meal 
and entertainment! All pro-
ceeds will go towards helping 
our youth go on the Summer 
Youth Mission trip to Camp Wilderness Canoe 
base! Feel free to invite friends for an excellent 
pasta dinner. 

 

Don’t miss Maker Fun Factory 
Vacation Bible School at FLW in 
partnership with Wildfire 
churches. Monday, July 24- 
Thursday, July 27: meal at 
5pm, program 5:45-8pm. Find 

registration forms for this free community event 
at the sign-up table in the narthex. 

 

There are opportunities for youth & adults! 
Volunteer Training: Wednesday, July 12 (5pm) 
Set-up (with pizza): Wednesday, July 19 (5pm) 
Set-up: Sunday, July 23 (4pm) 

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

 

All FLW women are encouraged to attend the 
Women of the ELCA (W/ELCA) Triennial Gath-
ering, July 13-16 at the Minneapolis Conven-
tion Center. FLW’s W/ELCA has some money to 
help with registration fees. Attending one day is 
an option, and we can set up carpools or rides 
if needed. For more information online at 
welcatg.org or contact Cori Vallis (612-348-
6962 or talk to her at church). 
 

 

We are looking for artists to display on the 
West wall of the library. In the past year we 
have had paintings by Grace Lawson, mixed 
media work by Heather Koshiol, cross stitch 
and embroidery by Carolyn Lageson, pencil 
drawings by Jim Lyons and photographs by 
Dave Bjorkquist. If you would like to participate 
and have your artwork displayed, please con-
tact Gary Feyen (gfeyen@yahoo.com). The art-
work does not have to have a religious subject 
matter but it should be appropriate for church. 
There is room for large and small pieces, any 
kind that can be easily hung. This is a great 
opportunity for artists to display their work and 
for FLW members to see the talent in our 
church. 

 

http://www.welcatg.org/
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Donations for FLW’s Mission of the Month for May, ELCA World 
Hunger, can be made by check (memo ELCA HUNGER) or cash 
using the pew offering envelopes. 

   Today, 10.7% of the world’s population live in extreme poverty, 
on less than $1.90 a day. As members of the ELCA, we are called 
to address, among many things, the spiritual and physical well-
being of our sisters and brothers around the world. Your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger help our church creatively and courageously 
share our love for our risen Lord through ongoing service, part-
nership and generosity. 

   ELCA World Hunger’s work with Senegal Lutheran Develop-
ment offers an example of life-changing ministries being effected 
in the country’s rural areas, including health huts that provide 
primary healthcare and HIV/AIDS support to 25,000 people; 
community-run microloan programs; and income-generating  
activities, such as an animal husbandry center that enables year-
round milk production.  

   We walk alongside our Lutheran partners and companions in 
the US and in nearly 60 countries to find solutions to unique  
local challenges. We start by listening to our neighbors and 
learning how we can accompany them to help break the cycle  
of hunger and poverty – for good. 
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Twin Cities MN 

Permit NO. 1589 

Above: Members of Senegal Lutheran 
Development Services gather in front  
of a health hut in rural  Khol Khol,  
Senegal. Your gifts to ELCA World  
Hunger support this and many other 
ministries that create long-term,  
sustainable impact in the US and in 
more than 60 countries around the 
world. 


