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At press time, 50+ children will participate in VBS weeknights  
Monday through Thursday, July 24 - 27 (5pm to 8pm) at FLW. 
 It’s not too late to join in! See Pastor Pam to register. 

 August 2 

 

 

Faith-Lilac Way and Greater St. John churches will join together 
for games, food and fun at the Summer Carnival  

beginning at 6pm. Come for free fun or to volunteer.  
Invite and welcome neighbors and friends to this fun night! 

P.S. Watch the narthex for volunteer sign-up, or contact the  
office (office@faithlilacway.org or 763.537.4523) to volunteer. 

Join us for summer worship Sundays at 9:30am! 
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When have you felt praise, awe 
or wonder? Was it out in the 
country gazing at the milky 

way on a clear night? Climbing a mountain? The 
birth of a baby? It’s easy to praise God when we 
look at creation. But “nature” is not God’s only 
gift. Remember hearing the “oohs” and “ahs” 
while watching fireworks? Or seeing an amazing 
cathedral spire? Or experiencing beautiful and 
inspiring music, art, or dance? All these are gifts 
of God worthy of praise, awe, and wonder. 

 

But that is not all. I’ve also been inspired by  
experiences. Racial tensions and anxiety were 
high across the city last summer. And yet, we 
gathered with Greater St. John (GSJ) and the 
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neighborhood for an evening of fellowship and 
fun. In many ways, it was like other Carnivals. 
But it was different too. There was a spirit of  
cooperation, working together, playing together. 
Pastor Gholston from GSJ noticed it too. He said, 
“We should be doing this all over North Minneap-
olis.” I agreed. Together, we were a witness of 
God’s people working and playing together in 
God’s creation. The Holy Spirit was working 
through us – and it was awesome. 

 

God is still at work in our world. So, notice God’s 
creation this summer. Ooh and ahh at fireworks. 
Come to the Carnival and witness the Holy Spirit 
bringing joy, love and laughter to our neighbor-
hood – and join in the fun! 

Dear Friends, I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank you all for all the help and support you 
have given over this past year. It seems like just 
last week that I was meeting everyone at the  
carnival, and getting chilly in the dunk tank.  
(Actually, depending on when you are reading 
this, I might have just gotten the chance to do so 
again at the Carnival on August 2nd.) But I di-
gress. It’s been a wonderful year, and I have 
learned a lot during my time at Faith-Lilac Way. 
While there have been a number of challenges, it 
was because of the encouragement and feedback 
that I was given that I was able to enjoy the suc-
cess that I do now. And so now I would like to 
make a request of you: Keep being God’s people. 

 

Show God’s love to everyone 
you meet. And also, treat  
Vicar Joe as you have treated  
me. I know that there are big 
things in store for this congre-
gation. 

 
And so, from my wife, Ana, our daughter, Marit, 
and myself, we’d like to say “THANK YOU!” 
Please stay in contact with us, we are on Face-
book and have plans to occasionally come back 
to Minnesota to visit. Thank you all, and we look 
forward to seeing you again. 

   Peace be with you,  
   Vicar James 

In June, my beautiful wife, Reilly, and I celebrat-
ed one year of marriage. She is a high school 
Spanish teacher, and we live together in north-
east Minneapolis. When I am not enjoying time 
with her, I can usually be found exploring the 
Twin Cities, cheering on our local sports teams, 
reading the newspaper, or spending time  
outdoors. 

Galatians, 6:2

Hello, Faith-Lilac-Way! My 
name is Joe Orner, and I am 
very excited to be your next 
intern pastor. I will be coming 
to you on August 22 from  
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
in Eden Prairie, where I have 

worked with high school youth for the last two 
years, and Luther Seminary, where in May I  
finished my second year of studies. 
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Sundays at 9:30am with  
Holy Communion monthly  
on the first & third Sundays. 

Come join us! 

 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. Education for all 
ages Sundays at 9:15am 
(resumes September 10). 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Hello all, just a quick update on the Youth  
Service Trip. This year, we served at Wilderness 
Canoe Base, with a group of nine youth and  
three adults. We worked on a variety of projects, 
including construction, fire buffering, and forest-
ry projects around the camp. If you ask the  
youth about it, they'll probably tell you about  
the sauna, the lake, or other fun activities that 
we did while we were there. Thank you to every-
one who helped support this trip, it was a lot of 
fun, and we can't wait to tell you all about it in 
person, including during youth-led worship  
on Sunday, July 23. 

 

All youth and friends and  
parents are invited for Pizza  
and Planning on Wednesday, 
September 13 at 6:30pm. 
We’ll plan and prepare Service, 
Mission and Fun for the  
upcoming year. 

 

Youth and leaders commissioned and sent out 

on their mission trip Sunday, July 16. 
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The Dalai Lama and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu have 
collaborated to create a gift 
of stories, spiritual practices 
and wisdom. Despite their 
hardships – or because of 
them – they are two of the 
most joyful people on our 
planet. They tease one an-
other, tell personal stories, 
and it is obvious they are 
great friends. 

This is our fall book club book, so if want  
to join in the discussions, plan to join us  
Tuesday, September 12 at 10:30am. 

 

Will Schwalbe’s mother has  
pancreatic cancer. They spend 
hours sitting in waiting rooms 
and decide to trade books. From 
this evolves a book club for two. 

This is a story about the joy  
of reading and the ways joy mul-
tiplies when we share it with  
others. They discuss over 100 

books, from Little Women to The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo. 

From diagnosis to Hospice this is a tribute to 
the ability of books to create meaning and to 
connect with one another. 

following worship: 

shower and ice cream social in honor of baby 
Marit. Gift cards are preferred as Vicar James, 
Ana and Marit are relocating to Pennsylvania. 

 

6pm: In 

partnership with FLW, Greater St. Johns will 
host an evening of games, food and fun! Find 
more information on page 1. 

 

following 9:30 worship:  

Celebrate Vicar James with cake and punch  
on his final day at FLW. 

 

1pm: Lunch Bunch at the 50s. 

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

In remodeling the sanctuary, we removed the  
balcony pews and would like to repurpose them, 
but they need help! Please contact David 
Bjorkquist or Pastor Pam if you can paint or  
refinish a pew.  

 

The following items are 
needed and may be placed 
in the NEAR box in FLW’s 
entyway by Sunday, August 27: 

 Inexpensive 2-pocket folders  
(red, yellow, blue, green) 

 Erasers (blocks & pencil-top) 

 Pencils 

 Sharpeners with closed container for shavings 

 Colored pencils 

 Markers (thick- & fine-tip) 

 Highlighters 

 Scissors (blunt tip) 

 Pencil boxes or pouches 

 Loose-leaf paper 

 2-inch heavy-duty 3-ring binders 

 Backpacks 

Thank you for helping students in our community 
feel ready for and welcome at school this fall!  
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… and put your healing hand upon those 
in need of your care. Comfort those who 
are suffering from on-going illnesses or 
are hospitalized including Brad Hesslund, 
Marilyn Stalheim, Ruth Kuder, Marga-
ret Pendzimas, George Bork, Louise 
Kranz, Jacqueline Butkowski, Betty 
Greenly, Elizabeth Maxon. Also pray for 
those who are at a care facility or assisted 
living: Bob Borg, Beverly Evans, Bob 
Fernelius, Beverly Halbrooks, Bee 
Loechler, Herb Scheelk. Let your Holy 
Spirit be present with these and all for 
whom we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

Let your light shine before others, so that  
they may see your good works  

and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

Matthew 5:16 

On behalf of the over 2,000 teens whose lives are 
transformed annually at TreeHouse, thank you 
for your generous gift [of $3,000]. Your contribu-
tion is a vital investment in the lives of at-risk 
teens. It ensures our ability to help hurting teens 
find living hope and promise for their futures. 

 

 

Thank you so much for your check in the 
amount of $400 designated for Lutheran Social 
Service of Minnesota. Your gift will provide new 
life and hope to the 1 in 65 Minnesotans who 
utilize the services of LSS of MN each year. 

 

 

I want to send out a HUGE ‘Thank You’ to you 
and your whole team who donated baked goods 
to our missions team! We had a blast and made 
a total of $584 
for our trip! 
Thank you SO, 
SO much for 
putting this 
together and 
making this 
happen for us! 
We so appreci-
ate your  
support! 

3rd Alexa Hanneman, 
Justin Luoma 

5th Lisa Rambow 

6th Lisa Jordan, 
Betty Schmidt 

7th Eleanor Bjorkquist, 
Blake Tiber 

9th Donald Kyostia 

11th Avery Nolan,  
Ed Sowers 

15th Carolyn Lageson 

16th Margaret Pendzi-
mas, 
Erik Vallis 

18th Carol Brown, 
Susan Shaw 

19th James Dietrich, 
Sue Ferkingstad 

21st Zachary Wietzke 

22nd Bob Kurki 

24th Bryan Foster, Ann 
Nowak 

25th Jane Bork 

27th Janis Anderson, 
Juliana Sillman 

30th Anne Ng, 
Jacqualin Woolgar 

31st Megan Kalberg 

Pray for, call, email, send a note to these mem-
bers as they celebrate their birthdays this 
month. Contact the office (763.537.4523 or  
office@faithlilacway.org) to add your birthday to 
our list. Thank you. 

 

FLW’ers will be attending Camp Wapo  
August 4-6 (3 - 4th grade “Seeds”). August  
6-11 (4th grade - high school Youth & “Tim 
Team”) and August 12-19 (4th - 9th grade 
Youth). Keep them in your prayers as they 
experience God at camp! 

 

PS. If you know of a child who would love to 
go to camp, please see Pastor Pam. Spaces 
are very limited. 
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& Events 
Mark your calendar! 

 

Install  
Pastoral Intern  

Joe Orner 
9:30am

Choir rehearsal  
resumes.  

Ladies Ensemble 
plans to rehearse 

September 18

God’s Work, 
Our Hands 

Watch for details in 
the September  

Banner

 

Worship:  
8:15 & 10:30 

Education for all ages  
at 9:15 am. 

Come for worship;  
stay for lunch!

Robbinsdale Main 
Street Meet & Greet 
Broadway Avenue 

5:30 - 8:30pm

Contemplative  
Prayer resumes 

10:00am 

Book Club resumes 
with The Book of Joy 

10:30am

Youth Pizza and 
Planning 
6:30pm

The property committee 
has been working on a 
proposal to change to 
LED light bulbs through-
out the church. This 
would save money and 
energy. (See graph at left.) 
We will save about $300 a 
month with the lower  
energy use -- and be good 
stewards of energy too. 
We also have an option to 
finance the project with 
0% interest through the 
Center for Energy and  
Environment, a non-profit 
organization. Look for 
more information in the 
August bulletins and on 
the website. 
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Can Do Canines is dedicated to enhancing the 
quality of life for people with disabilities by  
creating mutually beneficial partnerships with 
specially trained dogs.  

   The largest provider of assistance dogs in Min-
nesota, Can Do Canines relies on individual  
contributions to support its important work. It 

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

costs on average $25,000 to train and place one 
assistance dog. Can Do Canines’ fully trained 
dogs, often adopted from local animal shelters,  
are provided free of charge to clients with mobility 
challenges, hearing loss or deafness, seizure  
disorders, diabetes complicated by hypoglycemia 
unawareness or children with autism.  

   Can Do Canines operates with a staff of 16 full-
time and 6 part-time employees plus 20 field 
trainers. More than 300 volunteers, including 100 
puppy raisers and 10 to 12 board members, are 
also critical to its successful operation. 

   To contribute through FLW’s Mission of the 
Month program, indicate “Can Do Canines” on  
the memo line of your check payable to Faith-
Lilac Way or donate cash using the pew offering 
envelopes). Thank you for supporting this vital 
organization! 

Nonprofit Org. 
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