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In celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, and 
as we anticipate Faith-Lilac Way’s 75th Anniversary year, 

 

8:15am  Celebrate Reformation Worship 

9:15am  Enjoy a Reformation Blessing Brunch 

10:30am Celebrate Reformation worship with the  
 Brooklyn Big Band 

Come for Worship! Stay for pie! 
Enjoy time for conversation and celebrate FLW’s  

74th Anniversary with a piece of pie. 

http://www.bumc.org/info_brooklyn_big_band.html
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Valerie Wietzke Vice President /
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Tim Lindgren Property 
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Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15am 

Make sure you’re following @faithlilacway on  
Instagram and Facebook. Youth--make sure to 
check out GroupMe for the latest updates, 
devotions, and fun! 

This month we give thanks for our youth! So far 
this year, we’ve enjoyed playing games together, 
celebrating the Reformation with our Wildfire 
friends, serving our community, and learning 
about the grace of God. The Holy Spirit is doing 
great things through them! 

November starts with a bang--we hope you’ll 
come for our Lock-in on November 3-4 from 
9pm-6am. All middle school and high school 
youth are invited to come, so bring a friend! 
Great things await--great food, great friends, and 
great fun! Please rsvp with Intern Pastor Joe. 

Additionally, next year we will be traveling to 
Denver, CO, from July 14-July 21. In Denver, 
we’ll work with YouthWorks as we serve local 
food shelves, nursing homes, and childrens’ pro-
grams, and have a lot of great adventures along 
the way. You won’t want to miss it! 
Signups are already going on--please talk to  
Intern Pastor Joe and bring in a $100 deposit to 
reserve your spot. Scholarships available upon 
request. 

 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Joe Orner, Pastoral Intern 

Heather Koshiol, Administrative  
Assistant/Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  
Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

open  Nursery Caregiver 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  
Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Affirming their holy baptisms Sunday, October 8 
were Joey Bahneman, Merideth Foster and  

Jessica Swanson, pictured above with  
Intern Pastor Joe  (left) and Pastor Pam (right). 



November is a time for thanksgiving to God for  
all the blessings we have received—and for the 
opportunities we have to be a blessing. Thanks-
giving season makes possible thanks-filled living. 

Thanks-filled living is about noticing everyday 
blessings in our lives and about taking the  
opportunity to give thanks to God. It’s also about 
noticing the gifts of others - and taking time to 
thank them. 

There is too much in our world that is harmful 
and hurtful, especially to the most vulnerable—
the poor, the ill, the weak, the immigrant, the 
stranger, the child. Problems and injustices in 
our world won’t just “go away.” We are called to 
challenge systems of injustice—and our part in 
them. We are called to seek to reform our world 
and the way in which we interact in it so that the 
way we act and the words we say reflect the love 
of Christ for us and for our neighbor. 

Giving thanks to God is a good way to begin. If 
we begin and end the day remembering for what 
and for whom we are thankful and also remem-
bering that we owe our thanks to God - we re-
member that the challenges of our life and of our 
times are not as insurmountable as the news or 
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social media make them seem. 
Living a thanks-filled life can 
give us resilience so that we are 
not overwhelmed by the chal-
lenges in our world and in our 
daily lives. 

Paul urges the Colossians to live a life grounded 
in God’s Word and full of thanksgiving: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17) 

Thanks-filled living is good for us - and for our 
neighbors. It reminds us of our relationship with 
God—and it starts and ends in thanks to God. 

Released from the responsibility of being in charge 
of the world, we can embrace both the past and 
the future with eager anticipation, trusting God to 
be in the midst of it all. 

May you live this month with thanks-living in 
your heart and in your life, 

Where do you find joy? 

For me, Fall is a time when I 
feel a little bit more anxious 
and stressed. At this point in 
the year, students have mid-
term exams, there are elec-

tions that loom, and it seems like everyone’s job is 
giving them some trouble. 

Recently, I’ve also been impacted by illnesses in 
my family, car troubles, and critters trying to find 
warmth as it gets colder outside. In addition, we 
are all impacted by tragic events like the shooting 
in Las Vegas, looming fears of international war-
fare, and natural disasters across the United 
States and US territories. 

I know I’m not alone. 

Sometimes, it seems like the more logical question 
is not “Where do you find joy?” but “Where is the 
joy?” 

This is the topic that the Dalai Lama and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu discuss in The Book of Joy, 
which is being read in our Tuesday morning book 

 
club. They cite a study done by Richard  
Davidson, a neuroscientist who studies happi-
ness and the brain. For long-lasting well-being, 
Davidson says that our brain is affected most by 
our abilities to maintain positivity, recover from 
negativity, focus and avoid mind-wandering, and 
to be generous. In other words, our susceptibility 
to stress is must be overcome by these things. 

Tutu suggests that “Our greatest joy is when we 
seek to do good for others,” and Jesus tells us 
this as well when he tells us to love God and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. 

My challenge for you this month: When you  
feel stressed, focus on slowly breathing for one 
minute. While you do it, pray for other people. 
Then, serve your neighbors every chance you 
get. Joy awaits! 

So today and everyday, no matter your present 
circumstances, “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power  
of the holy spirit” (Romans 15:13). 
 

   Grace and Peace, 
   Intern Pastor Joe 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col+3%3A16-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A13&version=NRSV
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November 5: Mission of the Month - ELCA 
World Hunger. Working with and through 
our congregations in the U.S., Lutheran 
churches around the world, and other part-
ners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely posi-
tioned to reach communities in need. From 
health clinics to microloans, community 
meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger support sustainable solutions that 
get at the root causes of hunger and pov-
erty. Come and learn more about our work 
in feeding and caring for people all over the 
world. 

During the rest of November, join Intern Pastor 
Joe for a 3-week series called “What is  
Justice?” Join us for meaningful conversations, 
informative presentations, and Christ-centered 
dialogue throughout this formative series. 

November 12: What is Biblical Justice? 

November 19: What is Racial Justice? 

November 26: What is Social Justice? 

Wednesdays evenings (6:15 - 7:15) enjoy pow-
erful movie clips, great conversation, laughter 
and Christian community. All are welcome! 
Questions? See Pastor Pam. 

The History of Norway by John Yilek 
A native Minnesotan who teach-
es Norwegian history at various 
sites, John published this histo-
ry of Norway for English speak-
ers outside of Scandinavia. It is 
so complete that it begins with 
the ice age! Humans emigrated 
into Norway in the Stone Age 
from the east (current Russia), 
the south (current Germany) 

and even the west from a continent between  
Norway and England which does not exist today. 
I guess that explains why Norwegians don’t all 
look alike! Topics covered include the Vikings, 
Danish rule, Sami life, the Black Death, the 
Reformation (forced upon the Catholic citizens), 
independence, and the World Wars. 

Then Sings My Soul [2 Volumes] by Robert 
Morgan. Have you ever wondered about the 
backstory of your favorite hymn? Do you peek at 
the bottom of the page in the hymnal to see how 
old the author[s] were/are? Wonder why the  
author of the tune is not the same as the author 
of the lyrics? 
These two volumes contain the music and also 
the stories behind our greatest hymns. Since the 
author of the books is not Lutheran, he includes 
many popular gospel hymns which aren’t in our 
hymnal. He suggests that we not only sing 
hymns but read them as part  
of our devotional life. 

During July 2016 - June 2017, Avenues’ programs 
supported a total of 283 young people and achieved 
very strong outcomes: 
* Our two youth shelters supported a combined 252 
youth. Of the youth who moved out during the year, 
77% moved into stable housing.  
* Our three host home programs supported a com-
bined 24 youth and saw 93% move from host homes 
into stable housing upon exit.  
* Our brand new Avenues for Young Families  
program housed and supported 7 families. 
Thanks to your support, a lot of youth who were  
surviving the streets are on their way to  
thriving young adulthood!  

Great changes have happened with the Kidpack 
effort. School children will now receive a larger 
food bag that will feed the family each week. 
Faith-Lilac Way members will have the oppor-
tunity to help distribute Kidpack bags begin-
ning this November at one of the local elemen-
tary schools on Friday mornings. Watch for  

details in the worship 
bulletin or contact the 
church office, Larry 
Geer  or Linda Fernelius 
or for more  
information. 

 

 

http://www.kidpackmn.org/
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http://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=office%40faithlilacway.org&ctz=America/Chicago
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For the past few years we have had a paid nurse-
ry attendant to manage our nursery aided by a 
volunteer. The position is now open (Janeen Bu-
row has decided not to return). Please see Pastor 
Pam for more information or if you know of a 
person that you would like to recommend. 

 

You’re invited to join friends from FLW for lunch 
on Wednesday, November 8 (1pm) at Milton’s 
(3545 Douglas Ave. N, Crystal). Watch for  
a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

 

*

All FLW women and girls are invited to a catered 
salad luncheon on Sunday November 12 (noon 
to 1:30pm) at First Lutheran of Crystal church 
(7708 62nd Ave North in Brooklyn Park). Bishop 
Ann Svennungsen will speak about the Women 
in Leadership program. We will carpool from 
church. Please join us being the church together. 
Sign up in the narthex. FLW’s WELCA (Women of 
the ELCA) is paying half the $10 cost! Scholar-
ships are also available. Contact Linda Fernelius 
(612-242-0106) with questions. *Wildfire church-
es include: Cross of Glory, Elim, Faith-Lilac Way, 
Holy Nativity, House of Hope, St. James and  
Valley of Peace  

Bonus! Service opportunity: Packing Lutheran 
World Relief baby kits! 

 

 

You are always welcome at Faith-Lilac Way 
whether you are a “member” or not. But if you 
are looking for a church home or have been at-
tending but haven’t yet decided whether or not to 
“join,” we invite you to make it official. Please see 
Pastor Pam if you are interested, curious or  
wish for more information. 

 

 

The Council is calling a Congregational Meeting 
for Sunday, December 10 at 11:30am to vote 
on updating the Faith-Lilac Way Constitution. 
Discussion of the changes will take place at the 
Adult Class on Sunday, December 10 at 
9:15am. The Congregational meeting and the 
vote will take place following the 10:30 worship 
service. A majority vote is needed to approve the 
amendments to the constitution. A second vote 
will take place at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 28 (11:30am) to ratify the new amend-
ed Constitution by a two-thirds vote. 

What is being changed? 

1. The legal name of this church is “Faith-Lilac 
Way English Lutheran Church.” The council 
is proposing updating the name to “Faith-
Lilac Way Lutheran Church.” 

2. The ELCA has made changes to the “Model 
Constitution” since we last adopted it in 
1992. We are updating our constitution to 
more closely reflect the ELCA model. 

3. The council is seeking to change the 
amount of money beyond the budget that 
is permissible to be spent without a con-
gregational meeting from $4,000 to 5%  
of the budget. 

 

 

In place of the fall Gospel Gathering, join us for 
GOSPEL CHRISTMAS this year on Sunday,  
December 10 (6:30pm) at FLW. The music is the 
best mix of old, new, Gospel, and traditional 
Christmas music  that we could find. NEAR Food 
Shelf will once again be the recipient of your 
generous free will offering. Don’t miss it! 

 

 

Do you like to make old things new? We need a 
few volunteers to refinish the one or two person 
pews that are now in the 42nd Ave narthex and 
in the Fellowship Hall. We are looking to refinish 
them in time for the 75th Anniversary. Please 
let the office or Pastor Pam know. 

http://miltonsvvb.com/
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During a congregational meeting September 10, 
the congregation voted to finance the LED light-
ing upgrade project through a 0% loan. Installa-
tion will be scheduled once the loan has been 
approved and finalized. 

 

Watercolors on display were created by Roseville 
hobbyist Dennis Murnyak, a retired aquacultur-
ist who led the Fish Farming Project of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. These  
pieces, part of a larger collection that spent the 
summer on exhibit at Tettagouche State Park, 
will be on display at FLW through November. 

 

Thanks to Dan Schumacher for using his God-
given talents for carpentry and thanks to Kid-
Pack for giving us 20 storage bins it no longer 
needed, we have an efficiently organized space 
for our worship items (Christmas garlands, Ad-
vent wreath etc). This storage is in the room next 
to the handicapped bathroom downstairs. Great-
er St. John’s will be renting a small office space 
next to the Community Room (formerly Nancy’s 
office/worship storage space). 

 

for your help with school supplies for the NEAR 
Food Shelf. The backpacks and supplies were 
a big help. We served 304 students. 

 

for your generous gift of baby gifts. It is so won-
derful to be able to partner with groups like 
yours to be able to better welcome our new 
neighbors. These kits will go to wonderful fami-
lies and be put to good use. Thank you from all 
of us at LSS Refugee Services. 

 

and all 

our Association Member congregations that sup-
port the ministry of Lake Wapogasset Lutheran 
Bible Camp. You are one of 139 congregations 
who sent campers to one or more of our sites 
this summer. Thank you for for your 2017 con-
gregational gift, for participating financially in 
your camping ministry and for your partnership. 

 

donation to 

Cherish All Children in the amount of $471. 
Your financial support makes it possible for us 
to deliver a message of prevention and to engage 
congregations in the work of ending the demand 
of sex trafficking. 
 

in 

the amount of $400 designated for Lutheran  
Social Service (LSS) of Minnesota.  

Because of you, LSS of Minnesota is able to  
provide: 

• a hot nutritious meal or a caring companion 
for an older adult 

• financial of family counseling for a returning 

veteran 

• a second chance for a homeless youth 

• independence for a person with a disability 

• recovery from natural disaster for a family 

trying to rebuild 

• and so much more! 

Thank you again for your important contribu-
tion. Your gift will provide new life and hope to 
the 1 in 65 Minnesotans who utilize the services 
of LSS of Minnesota each year. 

 

Thank you! 

 

On Sunday, November 5, join us for a service 
of remembrance and thanksgiving, for the 
saints who have gone before us and for those 
made saints through the promises of God in 
baptism this past year. 

On Sundays leading up to All Saints, the 
Book of Remembrance will be located in the 
Narthex. You may add a name to the book of 
loved ones who have died (whether or not they 
are a member of FLW). During worship on All 
Saints Sunday, you will have an opportunity 
to light a candle for a loved one who has died 
(in the past year or prior). If you wish to make 
a donation in your loved one’s honor, please 
use one of the envelopes in the pew.  
Donations will be recognized 
 in a future print publication. 



… and put your healing 
hand upon those in need of 
your care. Comfort those 
who are suffering from  
on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Al Anderson,  
Sandy Dolence,  
Beverly Evans,  
Brad Hesslund,  
Marilyn Stalheim,  
Ruth Kuder,  
Margaret Pendzimas, 
Jacqueline Butkowski, 
Betty Greenly,  
Jay Ipsen,  
Elizabeth Maxon,  
Liz Vierzba,  
Valerie Wietzke  

and for those who are at  
a care facility or assisted 
living:  

Bob Borg,  
George Bork,  
Bob Fernelius,  
Beverly Halbrooks,  
Bee Loechler,  
Herb Scheelk.  
 

Let your Holy Spirit be  
present with these and all 

for whom we pray.  
In Jesus’ name. 

 

 Amen. 

  

“For all that has been, 

Thank you. 

For all that is to come, 

Yes!” 

 

Swedish poet and stateman,  
Dag Hammarskjöld 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. Call the 
office (763.537.4523) with 
additions or corrections to 
our list. Thank you. 

1st Dennis Engquist. 
 Rol Flom, 
 Colleen Foster 

3rd Scott Edstrom 

4th Clint Grev, 
 Dave Peloquin 

6th David Weitzke 

7th Sue Irwin, 
 Peter Reutiman, 
 Jessica Swanson 

11th Brooklyn Lee 

12th Josephine Lindgren, 
 Brianna Overman 

13th Evan Kuder 

16th Julie Hayes 

19th Thea Pease 

22nd Sarah Overman 

24th Heather Davis 

25th Zachary Evans 

26th Diane Hesslund 

28th Jackie Mueller, 
 Elaine Schmidt, 
 Brendan Shaw, 
 Trevor Shaw 

29th Joseph Bahneman 

  

The 75th Anniversary Com-
mittee encourages you to 
use it! Snap pictures of your 
FLW special events, classes 
or church happenings. Help 
us capture our church life 
through photos.  

Thank you, God, 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/946904.Dag_Hammarskj_ld
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A set of three banners inspired by our Anniver-
sary Bible verse will be hung in memory and in 
honor of: Gertie Dumont, Linda Swanson and 
Harry and Betty St. John. We will dedicate this 
special gift to Faith-Lilac Way during worship 
on Sunday, November 26. 

Join us on Sunday, November 12  
as we kick off the celebration of 
Faith-Lilac Way’s 75th year! 

 

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

“Let your light shine before others so that 

they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven.”       

Wednesday, April 11 through  
Saturday, April 14: Plan to  
schedule a portrait session for  
a new directory. 

Saturday, October 13 and  
Sunday, October 14:  
Anniversary festivities will 
take place all weekend long! 
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Donations for FLW’s Mission of the Month for November, ELCA 
World Hunger, can be made by check (memo ELCA HUNGER)  
or cash using the pew offering envelopes. 

Working with and through ELCA congregations, in the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands Lutheran church-
es overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely 
positioned to reach communities in need. 

Hunger facts: 

• 795 million people around the world – that’s 1 in 10 – can't 

access the food they need to live active, healthy lives. 

• According to the most recent estimates, 766.6 million people 

live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per day. That's 
10.7% of the world's population. 

• At some point in 2015 (the most recent year available), more 
than 42.2 million people in the United States were unsure 
where their next meal might come from. 

• 42.1 million Americans were living in poverty in 2015. For a 

family of four, this means their annual household income was 
below $24,250. (Find links to primary sources at elca.org/hunger) 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA 
to respond, supporting sustainable solutions—From health clin-
ics to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, community 
meals to advocacy—that get at the root causes of hunger and 
poverty. Thank you for your generosity! 

Above: At Boise Rescue Mission Minis-
tries (BRMM), the meal is the first step.  
At five facilities in Southwest Idaho, 
BRMM offers three meals a day; emer-
gency services like shelter, clothing and 
showers; employment programs; mental 
health services; a children’s program; 
and drug and alcohol addiction recovery 
programs. In 2016, the mission served 
347,477 meals, provided 144,930 warm 
beds, handed out 72,400 articles of 
clothing and helped 600 individuals 
transition from homelessness to inde-
pendent living. BRMM’s work is support-
ed by ELCA World Hunger.  

https://www.elca.org/hunger

