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Start Lent this year with the Morning Rush Hour “Ashes to Go.” 
On your way to work/school/ other, simply pull into our parking 
lot. Pastor Pam and Vicar Joe will be there to smudge an ashen 
cross on your forehead without you even leaving your car! 

 

 

5:30  Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall 

6:15  Students/Mentors Conversations 
Adults: Honest, Holy & Humorous  
Conversations 

7:00  Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

Find a weekly schedule and more information on page 9. 

Guest Preacher Luther Seminary  
President Rev. Dr. Robin Steinke.  
More information on page 4. 



On Ash Wednesday we begin 
Lent with a cross of ashes on 
our forehead and the words 
“Remember you are dust and 
to dust you shall return.” It is 
a solemn beginning -- and 
such a contrast to Valentines 
Day, typically a light-hearted 
day filled with hearts and can-

dy. But both are inspired by love. 

We are marked with a cross. On Ash Wednesday, 
we are reminded that we are mortal -- and that 
Jesus loves us so much that he died for us. It is  
a message that we want to share - which is why 
Vicar Joe and I will wait give ashen crosses at the 
morning rush bus stop (or parking lot, depending 
on the weather). 

Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of Lent. 
Lent is sometimes characterized as a season of 
repentance, preparation, and discipleship. And it 
can be all of those things. This year we are going 
to be focused on the “I AM” statements of Jesus. 

Jesus speaks with metaphor and simile (surely no 
one would think of Jesus as literally a gate) and 
challenges us to imagine God in far bigger, more 
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Interesting this year that Ash 
Wednesday and Valentine’s 
Day share a date. Yes, you 
read that right. Both Ash 
Wednesday and Valentine’s 
Day are on February 14th this 

year--how romantic, right? 

Well, if you think about it, Ash Wednesday is 
about a love much deeper than surface-level  
romance. 

It is a day to commemorate the fact that, just as 
Jesus died, so too will we. From dust you were 
created, and to dust you shall return. While  
poetic, these words aren’t exactly heart-warming. 

Lent is a time to think consciously about your  
relationship to God, to yourself, and to others. 
Perhaps Jesus did this as well when he ventured 
out into the wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights 
while being tempted. I encourage you to ask  

 

yourself during this season: How do my actions, 
thoughts, and words improve my relationships  
to God, myself, and to others? What aspects of 
my life are hindering those relationships? Is 
there a practice I could do that could have a  
positive impact on those relationships? How  
is the Holy Spirit moving through those relation-
ships? 

Yet, while we are brought into Jesus’ death, we 
are also heirs of Jesus’ resurrection. And at the 
end of the six weeks, there is great joy--Easter. 
The time of the year when God’s love is most  
apparent. For God has given Godself FOR YOU. 
In death and in resurrection, we are forgiven of 
all our worst deeds and reminded that there is 
nothing that could ever separate us from the love 
of God. 

 

Perhaps this is just the type of love we need. 

expansive ways than simple concrete formulas or 
images. In Jesus Christ, God took on flesh -  
human flesh - to become incarnate. “Carne” means 
“meat.” God becomes human with skin and bones 
and “meat” and blood - just like us, with our  
human joys but also human aches and pains. And 
yet… Jesus is still God. This is the mystery of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our challenge, as we ponder the God who loved us 
so much that he died for our sake, is to pray and 
act as followers of Jesus. Jesus is the light of the 
World - and calls us also “the light of the world.” 
What does it mean for us - and what does it mean 
in the way we interact with GOD - and with our 
neighbor?  Come and see. Come and hear. Come 
and be inspired to live out the Good News of Jesus. 

God LOVES You enough to die for you. That’s better 
news than the most romantic “Valentines day card. 
Be reminded of God’s love on Ash Wednesday (You 
can still wish loved ones happy Valentines Day) - 
and throughout the Lenten season. 

Peace, 



During this time, our weekly Wednesday night 
Confirmation time will look a little bit different: 
All students will help put on a soup supper that 
everyone is invited to attend and then will meet 
with a mentor during our normal meeting time 
then worship together at the 7pm Lenten  
service. Please find a mentor for this these  
6 weeks whom you feel can be a guide through 
your journey of faith! 

 

Check out the YouVersion Bible 
App for a daily devotional through-
out the season! Connect with 
friends on the app, share your plan 
progress with others, and start 
each day in the Word! 

February 7:  
Wildfire Confirmation at  
Bowlero (6:30pm-8pm) 

February14:  
Soup Supper (at or after 5:30) 
Mentors (6:15)  
Ash Wednesday Service 7PM 

February 21 & February 28:  
Soup Supper (at or after 5:30) 
Mentors (6:15)  
Lenten Service 7pm 

* President 

* Vice President 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

* Secretary 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Larry Geer Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 

Tommy Thompson & Evangelism 

Melanie Bahneman Youth 

Merideth Foster Committee 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 

Debbie Overman Life 

 

* Officers will be elected during  

February 15 Council Meeting 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15am 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Joe Orner, Pastoral Intern 

Heather Koshiol, Administrative  
Assistant/Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  
Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

open  Nursery Caregiver 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  
Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org
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Join us on Sunday, February 
25 (11:30am) to help plan 
programming for the October 
13 celebration. To volunteer, or 
for more information on this or 
other 75th Anniversary events, 
contact the church office or 
Rebecca Crass or Linda  
St John directly. 

 

Each month a former pastor or 
one of our current mission 
partners will lead the 9:30 
adult class and preach for 
ONE 10:30am worship service. 

March 11: Former Interim 
Pastor Eleanor Hunsburger 

April 15: Tapestry Band and 
Pastor Melissa Melnick 
(Tapestry is one of the “new 
starts” in the Minneapolis 
Area Synod) and our 75  
Anniversary Mission partner 
as well as the Mission of the 
Month for April. 

May 6: Lutheran Social  
Services (Regional Mission 
Partner) 

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

“Let your light shine  

before others so that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

             

As part of our 75th Anniversary celebration we  
welcome Luther Seminary President Rev. Dr. Robin 
Steinke to Faith-Lilac Way for an update on Luther 
Seminary, one of our regional mission partners,  
and to preach in worship. A reception will follow. 

 9:15  Update on Luther Seminary 

10:30  Preaching at 10:30 Worship  
One service this day! 

11:30  Reception 

Wednesday, April 11 through  
Saturday, April 14: Plan to  
schedule a portrait session for  
a new directory. 

Saturday, October 13 and  
Sunday, October 14:  
Anniversary festivities will 
take place all weekend long! 
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February 4, 11, 25: The Gospel of John Bible 
Study. In February, we will explore the Gos-
pel of John. The last Gospel to be written, it 
contains some of our favorite Bible stories 
and ways we understand who Jesus is - and 
what that means for us to be disciples of 
Jesus. 

 

 

On Wednesdays, through 
February 7 (6:15pm), join 
Intern Pastor Joe for weekly 
content and conversation 
as we learn from some of the top contemporary 
Christian influencers through their videos and 
other productions. Influencers we will learn from 
and discuss include (pictured below, left to 
right): Jefferson Bethke, Nadia Bolz-Weber, Craig 
Groeschel, Shauna Niequist, and Carson Wentz. 
Join the conversation! 

 

LED Lights should be shining soon! All of the 
paperwork is completed with the Center for  
Energy and Environment to secure the 0% 
loan. The cost of the new LED Lights and their 
installation ($15,000) will be repaid using the 
savings from the decreased cost of our energy 
bill. After the loan is repaid, the savings 
will be reflected in our “bottom line.”  

This month we are suggesting a new category 
for the Academy Awards: An Oscar for THE 
MOST SPIRITUAL Movie of 2017! Not the one 
with the best actors, best makeup or best gaf-
fer, but the movie with the best moral message. 
Our first nomination is R J ISRAEL, ESQ.  
Denzel Washington plays a lawyer somewhere 
on the autism spectrum who is thrust into the 
courtroom after his partner and mentor has a 
heart attack. Used to being behind the scenes 
doing research, he is ill prepared for the real 
world of nuances. His idealism is tested and he 
makes mistakes.  
Lessons: Empathy and integrity. 

DUNKIRK is not your standard war movie. In 
early WW2 the British Navy requisitions civilian 
watercraft to evacuate troops trapped on a 
beach in France. It’s a film about the different 
ways the war affected men – from the old who 
fought in WW1 to the young, too young to enlist 
but keen to do what they can to help the war 
effort. The scenes which include one particular 
fisherman and his teenaged sons are very mov-
ing. 
Lessons: Patriotism and bravery. 

This was a good year for children's movies.  
COCO is a cautionary tale about the pitfalls of 
being a celebrity, and more importantly, an ode 
to family, especially the ones who aren’t with us 
anymore. 
FERDINAND is based on the 1936 children’s 
book The Story of Ferdinand and the movie is 
true to its message. The bull is a lover, not a 
fighter.  
Lesson: You don’t have to do things just be-
cause others expect you to. 

AND THE WINNER IS: [drum role,please]  
WONDER. The film follows Auggie, a boy with a 
disfiguring facial syndrome trying to fit in at 
school. He has been homeschooled up until 
now. At first he is ostracized by nearly all the 
student body. Families could talk about how 
the children react to Auggie. What would you 
do in their situation?? How about if you WERE 
Auggie?  
Messages: Tolerance, empathy and  
perseverance. 
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If you like crafts, come to FLW on Saturday, 
February 10 (9am - 11am), to help us make 
greeting cards to send to FLW members and 
friends. We’ll be making thinking of you cards 
and welcome cards in addition to birthday cards. 

 

Sunday, February 11 (5pm) at St. James  
Lutheran Church (6700 46th Place N, Crystal). 
Speaker: Doug Leslin, Deputy Chief of Police for 
the City of Crystal will speak on the department’s 
participation in the Joint Community Police Part-
nership, a collaborative effort of seven area cities 
to enhance communications and understanding 
between the citizens of these cities and their  
police officers. RSVP to Intern Pastor Joe 
(vicar@faithlilacway.org) along with $10 per 
person cost by Sunday, February 4. 

 

You’re invited to join friends from FLW for lunch 
on Wednesday, February 21 (1pm) at the  
50s Grill (5524 Brooklyn Blvd, Brooklyn Cen-
ter ). Watch for a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

 

 

Have ideas of what would be celebratory for our 
75th Anniversary? Come to the Program commit-
tee on Sunday, February 25th @11:30 in the  
library.  

 

Thrivent Choice allows you to recommend where 
some of Thrivent Financial’s charitable outreach 
funds go. The deadline for directing 2017 Choice 
Dollars is March 31. Log in to thrivent.com 
online or call 800-847-4836 for more infor-
mation. 

 

Heather Koshiol has accepted a full time position 
and has resigned as FLW’s communications  
coordinator and administrative assistant. If you 
or someone you know might be interested in this 
20-hours-per-week paid office position, please 
talk with Pastor Pam. Heather’s last day at 
FLW is expected to be in mid-February. 

For the past few years we have had a paid  
nursery attendant to manage our nursery aided 
by a volunteer. The position is now open. Please 
see Pastor Pam for more information or if you 
know of a person who you would like to  
recommend. 

 

 

Faith-Lilac Way may be a Red Cross emergency 
shelter in the days surrounding the Super 
Bowl. The Red Cross not only provides shelter 
for people in large disasters but also for in the 
case of a local crisis. For example, if an apart-
ment building burns, the Red Cross helps the 
people who had been living there find nearby 
temporary shelter. Normally, if the people do not 
have friends or family with whom they can shel-
ter, the Red Cross helps them by providing a ho-
tel room for a couple of days. However, in the 
days around the Super Bowl, the Red Cross an-
ticipates that hotel rooms will not be available. 
This is why they turned to us last year and 
asked if we would consider being a temporary 
shelter for a family or two in the case of a local 
crisis. The council approved this action. We may 
not be asked to serve in this way, but the council 
felt it was important to be a place of refuge for 
those in our neighborhood who may be in need.  

  

The 75th Anniversary Committee  
encourages you to use it! Snap  

pictures of your FLW special events, classes  
or church happenings. Help us capture our 
church life through photos.  
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… and put your healing 
hand upon those in need  
of your care. Comfort those 
who are suffering from  
on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Al Anderson, Jacqueline 
Butkowski, Sandy Dolence, 
Beverly Evans, Marge Flor, 
Betty Greenly, Ruth 
Kuder, Brad Hesslund, 
Elizabeth Maxon, Margaret 
Pendzimas, Sue Scheelk, 
Marilyn Stalheim, Cori  
Vallis, Liz Vierzba, Valerie 
Wietzke  

and for those at a care  
facility or assisted living:  

Bob Borg, George Bork, 
Bob Fernelius, Beverly 
Halbrooks, Bee Loechler, 
Herb Scheelk. 

Let your Holy Spirit be  
present with these and all 
for whom we pray. In Jesus’ 
name. 

 Amen. 

 

Holy God, your faithful love  
toward us never ends! 

It is as sure and dependable as 
the sky over our heads. 

We praise You! 

We declare to any who will  
listen that You are our God, 

and we are Your people. 

May Your Spirit be at work 
among us, 

opening our eyes to the light  
of Your presence. 

To You alone, 
Faithful Creator,  

Redeemer,  
and Sustainer, 

be all glory and honor, 
now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

based on a prayer  
from re:Worship 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. Call the 
office (763.537.4523) with 
additions or corrections to 
our list. Thank you. 

2nd Cori Vallis 

8th Katheryn Self 

10th Bill Rosenberg  

13th Brian Blackman 

14th Valerie Wietzke, 
  Brenda Spittle 

15th Beverly Evans 
 Wyatt Wiste 

16th David Fernelius 

18th Christine Evenson,  
 Grace Thompson 

19th Brady Anderson 

20th Joyce Merkel 

21st JoAnn Bloom,  
 Miranda Hortenbach 

22nd Howie Thompson 

25th Lois Anderson 

26th Allen Anderson 

27th Jeffrey Traeger 

28th Jenna Foster 
 Beverly Maas,  
 Sarah Peloquin 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/06/opening-prayer-psalm-89.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/06/opening-prayer-psalm-89.html
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“I AM. Two of the most powerful words, for what 
you put after them shapes your reality.” Have 
you seen this quote on social media or else-
where? During our Lenten series we will focus on 
Jesus’ I AM statements, because what Jesus 
puts after “I AM” in the Gospel of John, shapes 
our reality. Come and hear, reflect and dwell in 
Jesus’ life-giving words. 

February 21  I AM the Bread of Life 

February 28  I AM the Light of the World 

March 7  I AM the Door 

March 14 I AM the Good Shepherd 

March 21  I AM the Resurrection  
and the Life 

FLW held its annual congregational meeting on 
Sunday, January 28. Highlights of the business 
conducted at the meeting: 

• Elected new Council Members:  

Debbie Overman and Linda Fernelius –  
Congregational Life; Kim Ipsen and Tommy 
Thompson – Outreach and Evangelism;  
Melanie Bahneman and Meredith Foster - 
Youth. We give thanks to God for these new 
leaders. 

• Gave special thanks to outgoing council 

members: Dan Fernelius, Colleen Foster,  
Gina Swanson, Cori Vallis and Val Wietzke. 

• Ratified the Proposed Faith-Lilac Way  
Lutheran Church Constitution. 

• Celebrated plans for FLW’s 75th Anniversary: 

Save the date for programs and dinner:  
October 13 & 14, 2018. Join us on Sunday 
February 25 for a 75th Anniversary Program 
planning meeting. 

• Discussed the Narrative Budget & Treasurer’s 

report (hard copies are available from the 
FLW office). FLW is Generous – Above and 
beyond our budget, FLW members gave 
$13,415 to “Mission of the Month” organiza-
tions with whom we partner in various ways; 
In 2017 we also gave $15,000 in First Fruits 
donations. 

Thank you for designating Cherish All Children 
as your Mission of the Month for January! We 
cannot do this work of preventing the sexual ex-
ploitation of children without your support and 
that of many more ELCA congregations.  

—Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Director 

 

Sincere thanks for your recent gift of $300 to the 
Northwest Suburban Dinner At Your Door 
(DAYD) program. DAYD relies on donations such 
as yours in order to provide hot meals to shut-
ins or people unable to cook for themselves. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Former FLW Pastor Bob Wertz joined us for  
conversation, worship and our celebratory lunch 

as part of our 75th Anniversary celebration.  

FLW Chancel Choir, January 28. 
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There are approximately 1,000 unfulfilled pastor 
vacancies in the ELCA with a wave of retire-
ments coming. The average student expense in 
tuition, living expenses and books is over 
$50,000 per year. Seventy percent of Luther 
Seminary students graduate with student  
indebtedness. We at Faith-Lilac Way have been 
the beneficiaries of the Internship Program so 
feel particularly close to Luther. In September  
we will be taking a special offering for Luther’s 

student loan/scholarship 
program. This will be  
separate from Luther’s 
funding for faculty, build-
ings, and so on. To contribute through FLW’s  
Mission of the Month, indicate “Luther Seminary” 
on the memo line of your check payable to Faith-
Lilac Way, or donate cash using the pew offering 
envelopes. Thank you for your continued  
generosity! 


