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5:30  Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall 

6:15  Students/Mentors Conversations 
Adults: Honest, Holy & Humorous  
Conversations 

7:00  Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

Find a weekly schedule and more information on page 8. 

 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 

 8:30 to 10am Palm Sunday Brunch led by Youth 

2pm at Robbins Way 

 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

 Tenebrae Service: Seven Last Words 

 noon & 7pm at Faith-Lilac Way 

Christ is Risen!
 8:15am & 10:30am at Faith-Lilac Way 
 Enjoy muffins & rolls between and after services 
 (Proceeds support the youth mission trip.) 

Guest Preacher Rev. Eleanor Hunsberger 
Find more information on page 4. 



How’s your journey? 

 

It’s Lent. What does that mean 
to you? Soup suppers & mid-
week services? If so, you’re in 
luck – come for soup and stay 
for worship on Wednesdays. 
Or maybe you are “giving up” 
something? According to one 

study – done on twitter – the top five things to 
give up are: social networking, alcohol, twitter 
(kind of ironic since this is a twitter-based report), 
meat and chocolate. Or maybe you are trying 
start a new habit – exercise more, eat less sweets? 
Or maybe you just think of Lent as a time to sing 
music in a minor key. 

None of these goals is bad. They might even be 
good for you! But one of the most valuable things 
about Lent is that it offers us six weeks – 40 days 
(not counting Sundays) to focus on Jesus – and 
our relationship with Jesus. Six weeks is a great 
amount of time. It seems do-able – not too long 
and not too short. And every Sunday counts as  
a joyful break. 

But… you might worry, it has already started and  
I haven’t committed to something… or maybe 
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“Be still and know that I am 
God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” -Psalm 46 

There are many to 
acknowledge Lent. A time of 

reflection and penance, I’ve always appreciated it 
because it helps me to refocus on what’s most im-
portant in life: God. I’ve also always dreaded it be-
cause it forces me to examine the sin present in 
my words, thoughts, actions, and life. 

Many of us give things up or take on actions that 
help us in this process of refocusing. Last month, 
I encouraged you to take on this challenge, that 
you might experience God in newer and deeper 
ways. 

But sometimes when we take on a challenge, we 
get so caught up in it that we forget why we’re do-
ing it in the first place. It’s like we put on blinders 
and all we can do is look forward and race for-
ward; then, when we cross the finish line, we re-
vert back to our old habits. 

 

As we continue on our Lenten journey, I want to 
remind you that your WHAT is nothing without 
your WHY. What you do in your career, what you 
do to draw closer to God during Lent, what you 
do to improve the lives of others means nothing 
without why you do it in the first place. Why? 
Because God loves you so much that God sent 
Jesus, God’s son and Godself, to suffer in our 
place. Lent reminds us that it was the sin in our 
lives that required Christ’s incarnation and cru-
cifixion in the first place.Yet, God loves us any-
way--unconditionally and eternally--and there is 
nothing that could ever separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So as we prepare ourselves for Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, take time to simply be and bask in 
God’s presence. We are human beings and not 
human doings, after all. 

Be Still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know. 

Be still. 

Be. 

what I did commit to has already gone by the  
wayside as quickly as a New Year’s resolution.  
No worries. The point of Lent is that it invites us 
into a discipline to help us focus. Maybe it will  
mean coming to midweek worship. Maybe it will be 
giving up something. Maybe it will be committing 
an act of kindness each day. By the way, if you 
miss a day, it’s ok. You can do two the next day. 
Or you can begin again. Just remember: God is 
grace-filled. 

The point of Lent is not to see what you can  
accomplish. The point is to open yourself to God’s 
love and grace. That’s why we follow a spiritual 
discipline. The root word of discipline is disciple – 
and a disciple is one who follows. 

On your Lenten Journey, seek to follow Jesus. 
That’s enough. In fact, it’s the most important  
discipline there is. 

 

Blessings on your Lenten Journey, 



Students! We’re in the midst of Lent and have 
been meeting with our mentors for a couple 
weeks. As we continue these meetings this 
month, I encourage you to ask yourselves this 
question: “How do I experience God?” The Bible 
is a library of books and stories all about how 
different people have experienced God since our 
creation. We are a part of God’s story too, and 
sharing our stories and experiences is an im-
portant part of our callings as Christians and 
followers of Jesus. Share your stories with your 
mentors and with your friends this month! 

 

It’s never the wrong time to start  
a daily devotional. Find a plan you 
like on the YouVersion Bible App. 

Connect with friends on the app, share your 
plan progress with others, and start each 
day in the Word! 

Wednesdays, March 7, 14, 21:  
Soup suppers and mentor hangouts 

Sunday, March 18: Confirmation and  
Adult Ed combined! 

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday Brunch  
(All youth serve and lead) 

Wednesday, March 28: Holy Week 
(no Wednesday night meeting) 

Thursday, March 29: Maundy  
Thursday worship, 7pm 

Friday, March 30: Good Friday  
worship, 7pm 

Tommy Thompson President/ 
 Community Outreach  
 & Evangelism 

Melanie Bahneman Vice Pres/ 
 Youth Committee 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 
 Congregational Life 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Larry Geer Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 
 & Evangelism 

Merideth Foster Youth  
 Committee 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 
 Life 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15am 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Joe Orner, Pastoral Intern 

Heather Koshiol, Administrative  
Assistant/Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  
Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

open  Nursery Caregiver 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  
Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

FLWers at Second Harvest, November 2017 
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Wednesday, April 11 through  
Saturday, April 14: Portrait 
sessions for a new directory. 
Book an appointment online 
at tinyurl.com/flw2018dir 
or watch for upcoming  
opportunities to sign up on  
a Sunday in the narthex. 

 

Each month a former pastor 
or one of our current mission 
partners will lead the 9:30 
adult class and preach for 
ONE 10:30am worship service. 

April 15: Tapestry Band and 
Pastor Melissa Melnick 
(Tapestry is one of the “new 
starts” in the Minneapolis 
Area Synod) and our 75  
Anniversary Mission partner 
as well as the Mission of the 
Month for April. 

May 6: Lutheran Social  
Services (Regional Mission 
Partner) 

 

The Brooklyn Big Band will 
return on Wednesday,  
August 22 (6pm to8pm) to 
help FLW celebrate with Big 
Band & Brats! Mark your 
calendar for this fun event! 

  

The 75th Anniversary Committee  
encourages you to use it! Snap  

pictures of your FLW special events, classes  
or church happenings. Help us capture our 
church life through photos.  

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Heather in the 
church office (office@faithlilacway.org). 
We can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

“Let your light shine  

before others so that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

             

As part of our 75th Anniversary celebration  
we welcome Former Interim Pastor Eleanor  
Hunsberger to Faith-Lilac Way to share how  
faith lights her journey then and now. A reception 
will follow. 

 9:15  Conversation with Pastor  
Eleanor Hunsberger in the library 

10:30  Preaching at 10:30 Worship  
One service this day! 

11:30  Reception 

will take place all weekend long Saturday,  
October 13 and Sunday, October 14. 
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March 4: My Neighbor is Not for Sale led by 
Sue Ferkingstad. This study from Lutheran 
Social Services (LSS) and Cherish All Chil-
dren, which recently became a service of 
LSS, brings congregations the facts, figures, 
and stories of the insidious world of sex 
trafficking of children and youth in our 
country. As LSS director Jodi Harpstad 
writes, “It has been a shock to so many  
of us to learn that, what we used to call 
prostitution, has been quietly and quite 
creepily replaced by an Internet-driven  
industry of luring kids into phony relation-
ships, controlling them, and selling them  
in the sex trade right under our noses in 
communities everywhere. 

   The images we grew up with of adult women 
on the corners of the “red light district”  
soliciting men has been replaced with an 
invisible web of adults preying on children 
and youth. Our new awareness has also 
made us question whether those women in 
the “red light district” ever really had many 
choices in life themselves.” Our study will 
include a Biblical perspective from Luther 
Seminary professor Diane Jacobson. 

March 11: Rev. Eleanor Hunsburger, interim 
pastor at Faith-Lilac Way between Pastors 
Bill Ingman and Bob Wertz (1990-1991), 
will share how faith lights her journey then 
and now. Join former Pastor Eleanor as part 
of our 75th Anniversary celebration. 

March 18: Understanding Gen Z. Join Intern 
Pastor Joe and the Confirmation students 
for an intergenerational experience of con-
versation and learning. We’ll talk together 
about what makes each generation unique, 
how we experience each other, and how we 
are all called by God to use our time and 
talents to share the Good News in our own 
wonderful ways. 

March 25: Palm Sunday Brunch (See page 7) 

LED Lights have begun to shine! Installation began Monday, February 19. The 
cost of the new LED Lights and their installation ($15,000) will be repaid using 
savings from the decreased cost of our energy bill. After the 0% loan is 
repaid, FLW’s “bottom line.” will reflect the ongoing energy cost savings. 

We hope you stop and take a look at our 
monthly display shelf just outside the doors to 
the Sanctuary and choose one or more of our 
suggestions for this month to take home and 
read. 

 

The Tuesday morning book club 
recently finished The Midwife 
by Jennifer Worth. This is the 
book that inspired the Public 
Television series “Call the Mid-
wife.” We had no idea how diffi-
cult these people living in 1940s 
and 1950s England had it! 

 

Praying for Strangers by  
River Jordan is inspirational and 
helpful to your prayer life. 

 

Relevant especially in this time is 
Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith 
edited by Robert Buckley Farlee, 
which touches on so many ways 
of how your neighbor believes in 
and honors God. 

 

Looking for a gripping novel? 
The Bright Forever by Lee 
Martin tells the story of a 
young girl’s murder impacts 
the whole town. 

 

The Distant Hours by Kate 
Morton: “Edie is an only child 
of respectable if dull parents 
who did little to nurture her 
natural love of words and  
mystery. But now, a litter that should have 
been delivered fifty years earlier arrives …” 
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Join community members Tuesday, March 6 
(4pm-7pm) at Robbinsdale Cooper High 
School for soup and bread donated by local 
businesses. In exchange for a cash donation, 
guests are asked to keep a bowl as a reminder 
of all the empty bowls in the world. Enjoy local 
entertainment all evening. Call Empty Bowls 
(763-504-6990) for more information or to  
volunteer. 

 

Children age 9 and younger are invited to come 
for the fun! Youth and adults can Join Pastor 
Pam at the EGGstravaganza handing out eggs  
to children. This annual event takes place on 
Saturday, March 24 (1pm) at Robbinsdale City 
Hall (4100 Lakeview Ave). See Pastor Pam for  
details. This is a Robbinsdale Chamber event,  
of which Faith-Lilac Way is a member. 

 

You’re invited to join friends from FLW for lunch 
on Wednesday, March 14 (1pm) at Pub 42 
(7600 42nd Ave N, New Hope ). Watch for a sign-
up sheet in the narthex. 

 

 

Thrivent Choice allows you to recommend where 
some of Thrivent Financial’s charitable outreach 
funds go. The deadline for directing 2017 Choice 
Dollars is March 31. Log in to thrivent.com 
online or call 800-847-4836 for more  
information. 

Robbinsdale United Church of Christ (RUCC) 
and Copperfield Hill announce New Leisure Age. 
Each month, the program will offer time for 
cards and games, conversation, entertainment 
and a light lunch. The cost to participate in the 
event is $5 per person. As RUCC is hosting the 
events, Copperfield Hill is underwriting addition-
al costs. The next event will take place on 
Thursday, March 15 (11am - 1:30pm) at 
Robbinsdale United Church of Christ (4200 
Lake Road, Robbinsdale). In addition to cards, 
games and a light lunch, enjoy Irish Music with 
Shawn Sweeney. Watch for details to be an-
nounced regarding spring New Leisure Age 
events. For more information, call 763-277-1001 
or email choes@copperfieldhill.com. 

Join us for a morning brunch put on by our 
youth! We will enjoy delicious pancakes and 
delightful conversation--all proceeds will go 
towards this summer’s mission trip to Denver! 
(See page 8 for more information about our 
mission trip plans.) 

 

© Jaysin Trevino Flickr Creative Commons tinyurl.com/FLW18pancakes 
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Thank you for your generous gift of $4,475 to 

The impact of your 

gift will enable students to learn and grow in  
Luther’s diverse and faithful community of  
enthusiastic faculty, dedicated staff, and innova-
tive students. Because of your scholarship gift 
and the gifts of other donors like you, 87% of our 
students receive scholarship support and 40% 
graduate with no student loan debt at all. This is 
an enormous benefit to them as they begin their 
lives in the clergy, and a kindness which will 
long be remembered. Thank you for your  
generous support of our students!  

 

We at 

are so grateful for your support 

and partnerships throughout 2017! Thank you!  

 

“I AM. Two of the most powerful words, for what 
you put after them shapes your reality.” Have 
you seen this quote on social media or else-
where? During our Lenten series we will focus on 
Jesus’ I AM statements, because what Jesus 
puts after “I AM” in the Gospel of John, shapes 
our reality. Come and hear, reflect and dwell in 
Jesus’ life-giving words. 

March 7  I AM the Door 

March 14 I AM the Good Shepherd 

March 21  I AM the Resurrection  
and the Life 

 

A collaborative effort of community volunteers 
and Robbinsdale Area Schools Community  
Education, Empty Bowls is a benefit for PRISM & 
NEAR Food Shelves, Tuesday, March 6 (4pm-
7pm) at Robbinsdale Cooper High School (8230 
47th Ave N, New Hope). Volunteers are needed. 
Call 763-504-6990 to learn about volunteer  
opportunities or to donate food, paper goods, 
bowls, art supplies or even entertainment.  
Financial contributions are also welcome.  
Information: facebook.com/EmptyBowlsRAS 
or emptybowlsrobbinsdale.org. 

 

On April 29, our youth will lead 10:30am  
worship, which will be followed by a raffle and 
root beer float bar. We invite you to contribute 
donations for the raffle and will be accepting 
them through March 14. Thank you!! 

This summer’s mission trip to Denver (July 14-
21) will bring all sorts of fun opportunities for 
our youth. We’ll work with local food shelves, 
nursing homes, and children’s programs; we’ll 
get to learn about poverty and homelessness; 
we’ll go hiking in Red Rocks and Boulder and 
even get to worship on top of a mountain.  
Thank you for your support of our students! 

For the past few years we have had a paid  
nursery attendant to manage our nursery aided 
by a volunteer. The position is now open. See 
Pastor Pam for more information or if you know 
of a person who you would like to recommend. 

 

Muffins, cookies & bars requested for Easter 
morning hospitality! 

On Sunday, April 8, plan to stay after worship 
for lunch, following which, we’ll assemble  
Personal Care Kits (Baskets of Promise) for  
Lutheran World Relief. 

 

▪ Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, in  
original wrapping) 

▪ Bath Towels (new, light weight, 52”x27”  
maximum size*. Dark colors recommended) 
*Walmart sells these lightweight smaller  
towels 

▪ Toothbrushes (adult size, in original  
packaging) 

▪ Combs (new, sturdy, wide tooth) 

▪ Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional) 

Your monetary donations will help defray the  
cost of shipping. 
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Come Holy Spirit  
… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Al Anderson, Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  
Beverly Evans, Marge Flor, Betty Greenly, Ruth Kuder, 
Brad Hesslund, Elizabeth Maxon, Margaret Pendzimas,  
Sue Scheelk, Marilyn Stalheim, Cori Vallis, Liz Vierzba,  
Valerie Wietzke  

and for those at a care facility or assisted living:  

Bob Borg, George Bork, Bob Fernelius, Beverly Halbrooks,  
Bee Loechler, Herb Scheelk. 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. Call the 
office (763.537.4523) with 
additions or corrections to 
our list. Thank you. 

1st Amanda Vallis,  
 Rylee Vierzba 

2nd Cindy Brausen 

5th Julie Stobbs 

7th  Michelle Wood 

8th  Mark Wietzke 

11th Amery Vierzba 

12th Lydia Foster 

13th Linnea Ng 

14th Sally Fuchs 

15th Mary Peloquin 

19th Diane Bahneman 

20th Alyssa Anderson,  
 Linda Fernelius 

23rd Debbie Overman 

24th Edith Thielmann,  
 Brenda Thompson 

30th Samantha Swanson,  
 Andrew Wood 

31st Katie Peterson, 
 Mary Weilage 

Glorious God, help me live  
vibrantly, alive to the promise 
that the true life that is me is 
tied to Jesus. Stir me to live 
with passion, alive to the  
moment knowing that my  
future with you is secure. In 
Jesus' name I pray. 

 Amen. 
Molly Baker has accepted the job as FLW’s Communication 
Coordinator and Administrative Assistant. Molly will spend 
her first day training with Heather Koshiol on Friday, March 
9. Welcome, Molly! 
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Through April 8, groups across Minnesota will be 
collecting food and monetary donations to help 
eradicate hunger. There will be collections in 
schools, businesses, restaurants, grocery stores, 
and, of course, churches. On March 4 at Faith-
Lilac Way, our youth will distribute bags to be 
filled with food and returned to church for NEAR 
Food Shelf. The FLW congregation has been very 
generous in the past; let’s continue this tradition 
of giving and sharing. Greater Council of Church-
es will offer limited matching. All donations will be 
given to the NEAR Food Shelf. Monetary gifts are 
also appreciated! 

A member of The Second Harvest Food Bank, The 
Food Group and Hunger Solutions Minnesota, 
NEAR serves 450 to 500 families and distributes 

40-50,000 pounds of food each month. At 
Thanksgiving, NEAR served 575 families; at 
Christmas, 375 families.  

Other ways you can support 
NEAR include attending the 
Empty Bowls Fundraiser on 
Tuesday, March 6 (4-7pm) at 
Cooper High School (see pages 
7 & 8 for more information) and  
donating clean paper grocery 
bags that NEAR uses for distri-
bution. (You may leave bags in 
FLW’s entryway donation box.) 

Thank you for all you contribute to aid families  
in our community. NEAR appreciates your  
continued support. 

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/home

