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the Banner of Faith 

Anniversary Dinner 

4:30 p.m. Social Hour 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 

7 p.m. Program 

 

———————————— 

 

Festive 75th Anniversary 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Preacher Bishop Ann Svennungsen 

Don’t miss this celebration. Bishop 
Ann Svennungsen will speak at the 

education hour and join us to preach.  

 

The Chancel Choir will premier an an-
them commissioned for our 75th Anni-
versary, “Let your Light So Shine” by 
Lane Skoglund-Anderson. If you were 
ever in the choir you are invited to join 
the reunion choir to sing the FLW clas-
sic: “God So Loved the World” by John 

Stainer. 

 

———————————— 

 

9:30 a.m.—Bishop Ann Svennensen 
shares how “Faith Lights Her Journey” 

in the Library 

10 a.m.—Reunion choir rehearsal in 
the Sanctuary 

10:30 a.m.—Festive Worship Service 

11:30 a.m.—75th Anniversary Recep-
tion in the Narthex 

75th Anniversary Celebration 

October 13th & 14th 



1 75th Anniversary Schedule 

2 Faith Lights Our Journey 

3 75th Anniversary Events 

4 Learning, Book Club & Bible 
Study 

5 Praise God with Music 

6 From the Pastor & Meet Riley 

7 From the Deacon 

8 Youth & Confirmation 

9 Save the Dates & Subscribe 

10 October Calendar 

12 Spiritual Discernment for Fu-
ture Interns 

13 Inviting 

14 Serving & Thank You’s 

15 Prayer & October Birthdays 

16 Mission of the Month 
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As part of our 75th Anniversary celebration, we 
have asked former pastoral leaders to share 
stories of Light for their journey – both in their 
time at Faith-Lilac Way and in their joys, hopes 
and dreams for the future. We asked former intern 
pastor Katelyn Rakotoarivelo to reflect on these 
questions. 
 
Then: I loved being a part of the weekly book club 
at FLW while I was an intern. I enjoyed the 
conversations about the books we read and about 
faith and life in general. The group that met for 
book club shared not only a common interest in 
reading, but also shared care for one another 
through friendship. Developing strong connections 
and having a good sense of humor are two of the 
most important parts of a group that people 
genuinely want to be a part of and look forward to 
gathering with, and book club definitely had both 
of those qualities! I appreciated all of the 
discussions, but more importantly I deeply 
appreciated the people. It was always a bright spot 
of my week! 
 
Now: I began my first call at Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake in Albert Lea, MN on June 
1 of this year. What currently brings me joy is 

getting to know the people in my new community. 
I've enjoyed visiting homebound members, Bible 
study groups, the education team, and the quilting 
crew. I spent a lot of time at the Freeborn County 
Fair this summer where many of the kids and 
youth at my church showed animals through 4-H. 
"Light for the Journey" shines brightly in the 
places where the people of this community gather 
together in faith, conversation, and fun, and I am 
grateful to experience joy in meeting people where 
they are at and learning more about their stories.  
 
-Rev. Katelyn Rakotoarivelo 



Our Anniversary Dinner will be held Saturday, October 13th beginning at 4:30 p.m. with a social 
hour, 5:30 p.m. Anniversary Meal, and a 7 p.m. Program to follow. If you did not receive an invitation, 
please contact the church office at 763-537-4523. 

 

Bishop Ann Svennungsen will be preaching at our 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, October 
14th. Our past, present, and future Choir members are invited to sing “God so Loved the World” with 
rehearsal at 10 a.m. on October 14th. Cake reception to follow. 

 

 
Matthew 5:13-16 
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October 7: Accompaniment with Deacon Kirsten* 

October 14: Bishop Ann shares “Faith Lights her 
Journey” 

October 21: “Accompaniment Bible Study with 
Deacon Kirsten 

October 28: Reformation Sunday 

 

 

...a theology of mission for living in community 
and working together with God to co-create a 
trustworthy world. We’ll meet in the Library at 
9:15 a.m. on the following Sundays: 9/23, 10/7, 
10/21, 11/11, 11/25, and 12/9. 

With so many feeling like American society is 
splintering, how might we as God’s faithful people 
respond?  The Accompaniment model of mission 
offers values and capacities for repairing the 
fractures, clearing the barriers, and joining God in 
the mission of reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome for Bible study with our neighbors 
at Robbins Way on Wednesdays  at 2:30 p.m. Join 
us for coffee, treats and conversation. 

 

Book Club meets on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Library. All are welcome to join in on fellowship 
and book sharing! 

 

Featured this month on the book rack just outside 
the entrance to the Sanctuary:  

 

“A Circle of Quiet” by Madeleine L'Engle 

 

“Kitchen Table Wisdom” by Rachel Naomi Remen 

 

“We Are All Welcome Here” by Elizabeth Berg 
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Tommy Thompson President/ 
 Community Outreach  
 & Evangelism 

Melanie Bahneman Vice Pres/ 
 Youth Committee 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 
 Congregational Life 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Larry Geer Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 
 & Evangelism 

Merideth Foster Youth  
 Committee 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 
 Life 

 

8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Kirsten Kessel, Deacon 

Katie Lintelmann, Administrative  
Assistant/Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  
Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  

Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

 

Spread the word, invite a friend!  Anyone who has 
sung at FLW is invited to join the Chancel Choir for 
an anthem at the Anniversary worship service on 
Sunday, October 14th.   
 
We will sing "God So Loved the World" by John 
Stainer, which most have sung.  Meet in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. on October 14th to rehearse. 
If you would like more practice, come to choir 
rehearsal on October 3rd and 10th at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Everyone is welcome. There is a chair for you in 
our choirs and small groups! Join the Chancel 
Choir, Ladies Ensemble, Faith First Men, or do a 
solo. If you like to sing or play an instrument and 
want to have fun, email Anne Ng at 
abjorkng@yahoo.com for more information. 
 
 

Contact Anne Ng at 952-933-4007 or 
abjorkng@yahoo.com for more information. 
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I hope you can join us for Faith-Lilac Way’s 75th 
Anniversary celebrations on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 13 and 14. (See page 1). 
Saturday will be a time for sharing a meal and 
memories, pictures and stories. On Sunday, we 
will welcome Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop Ann 
Svennungsen to preach and share how faith lights 
her journey, the choir will welcome former 
members back for a reunion choir number and 
then the Chancel choir will present a anthem 
commissioned especially for our Anniversary and 
we will share in Christ’s meal together.    

We’ve been celebrating all year. United with the 
theme, “Faith Lights Our Journey,” we have heard 
stories of faith and stories of their journey from 
past pastors and interns as well as mission 
partners throughout the year. Beginning in 
January, former Pastors Bob Wertz, Eleanor 
Hunsburger, Mark Nelson and Paul Hammar and 
former interns, now Pastors Ashley Updegraff and 
Durk Thompson ( on Sept 30) shared the message 
of Good News with us. It’s exciting to hear their 
stories and to share again in their journeys. We 
also heard from mission partners Lutheran Social 
Services and Tapestry Ministries. It’s inspiring to 
hear the stories of faith and the stories of the 
journeys that our faith has taken us. 

The journey is not over. Our theme verse, 
Matthew 5:16, is the Bible verse read as we light 

the baptismal candle for each person baptized 
here at Faith-Lilac Way: “Let your light shine 
before others that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.” This is God’s 
affirmation of you. You are the light of the world. 
So let your light – your gifts, your talents, your 
words of kindness, your spirit – shine. 

Let your light shine. It’s a word of affirmation and 
encouragement – but it is also a word of 
challenge. Jesus tells us not to hide our faith or 
our light but to let it shine because other people 
need the gift that God has entrusted to you, the 
gift that is you.  You are a witness to the love of 
God for others. Your gift, your talent, your 
kindness, can be the good work and the light that 
others – maybe a neighbor, a child, a friend or 
even a stranger – may need so that they too can 
see the light of Christ and know the love of God.   

So… brothers and sisters, friends in Christ, let 
your light shine! 

Greetings! My name is Riley Ferguson and I am a 

first year Master of Divinity student at Luther 

Seminary. I will be helping out with a few different 

things at FLW in consortium with one of my 

classes. I graduated from Augustana College in 

Rock Island, Illinois last May. I obtained my 

Bachelor of Arts in Religion with an emphasis on 

Greek for the New Testament Studies. I grew up in 

Hudson, Wisconsin and now call Cincinnati, Ohio 

home. I am excited to be joining the ministry at 

FLW and I look forward to getting the chance to 

introduce myself in person. 

 

-Riley Ferguson 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

When I imagine the journey we’re on together, I’m 

filled with joy to be part of this faith community, 

partnering with God in the world. The congregation 

of Faith Lilac Way is on a bright path, always 

becoming what God desires us to be as individuals 

and as God’s gathered people. 

Every baptized child of God is invited on this 

lifetime quest to accompany God and one another 

in the world; filled with God’s love to share it with 

all we encounter along the way.  This is to 

participate in mission. Most of us don’t consider 

ourselves missionaries, and the term “missionary” 

has limited connotations in American culture, but 

we are God’s missional people.  We are the 

instruments of God’s mission to the world! 

For each of us the path will be unique, yet as 

members of the Body of Christ, we are never on 

our own.  God sent Jesus to the world, and Jesus 

sent the Spirit, who sends us from the proclaimed 

Word and God’s promises received in the 

Sacraments. We are sent out from every worship 

service with the words, “Go in grace, grow in faith, 

serve the Lord,” and the response, “Thanks be to 

God!” is essentially our RSVP to God’s invitation. 

The gardens, NEAR, Dinner-At-Your-Door, 

KidPack, Lutheran Social Service, and every other 

way you extend the beloved community into the 

world; through the relationships formed with one 

another and in the broader community you share 

your gifts of skill, resources and compassion to 

join in the work God is continuously up to in the 

world. As we listen for God’s voice in our midst, 

we’ll discern together what God is guiding Faith 

Lilac Way to be and do for the sake of the world. 

Those things that bring you joy are God’s gifts for 

you to share with the world.  As God’s missionary 

people we have opportunities to engage with God 

in everyday moments, through planned activities, 

or traveling to unfamiliar places. We are 

transformed by the renewing of our minds as we 

offer hospitality to strangers as well as when we 

receive hospitality from strangers. To comfort those 

who grieve, to visit those who are confined, to act 

on behalf of those whose voices aren’t heard, to 

care for all God’s creatures and creation, and to 

speak justice where it is scarce or where injustice 

is disguised by long held traditions; these are 

opportunities God puts before us to do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

As my path merges with yours, my prayer for all at 

Faith Lilac Way is for our continued 

transformation and renewal. Together we will keep 

listening for God guiding us to possibilities we 

haven’t imagined, we will recognize God’s activity 

all around us, as we joyfully dance with God in our 

everyday existence. It is my pleasure and privilege 

to be part of this faith family. 

Peace, joy, and love to all, 

Deacon Kirsten Kessel 



8 

Youth are not only the future of the church, they’re its 
present too. 

And it’s a great time to be a young person at Faith-Lilac 
Way! With Confirmation starting up again and our 
Wednesday night Fun and Service Nights for both high 
school and middle school students finally here, be sure to 
get in on all the action this Fall. We’ll see you Wednesday 
nights at 6:30 p.m. 

To parents, grandparents, and other adults:  

! Research shows that students who have 

at least five adults in their lives who support them in their 
faith are much more likely to continue being involved in a 
church and in ministry once they are confirmed and after 
they graduate from high school. PLEASE continue to 
support, encourage, and invest in our students! 

Oct 7th— Confirmation @ 9:15 a.m. in the 
Youth Room & Affirmation of Baptism @ 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service 

Oct 14th— Bishop Ann Svenungsen shares 
how “Faith Lights Her Journey” in the 
Library @ 9:15 a.m. & 

@ 10:30 

a.m. 

Oct 21st— Confirmation @ 9:15 a.m. in the 
Youth Room 

Oct 28th— All Ages Reformation Celebration
9:15 a.m. in the Library 

 

 

Oct 3rd— Wildfire Camp 

Bonfire at House of Hope 

Oct 10th— All Youth Service: Clean for our 
Anniversary! 

Oct 17th— MEA: No Classes 

Oct 24th— Confirmation Class @ 6:30 p.m. 
in the Youth Room 

Oct 31st— Happy Halloween! No Classes! 
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October 6th @ 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, November 11th @ 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with Special Guest Organist Jim Hookin.  

It is with joy and thanksgiving that we come together to give thanks to God. God’s blessings and 
mercies are great. “Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth! Come into God’s presence with 
singing!” Psalm 100 

 

December 7th & 8th in the Fellowship Hall 

Weekly & monthly newsletters via email to keep you informed on all of the happenings at Faith-Lilac 
Way Lutheran Church. Sign-up by going to faithlilacway.org > Who We Are > Contact Us >  Subscribe. 

Like us on Facebook to get inspiration, event & community updates. 

Follow along with youth & community events @faithlilacway. 
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Last year, October 2017, we received a letter 
from the Contextual Education office of Luther 
Seminary (the department that oversees 
internship) asking us to discern whether we as a 
congregation would be a welcoming place for a 
GBLTQ intern. They wrote: 

Luther Seminary serves a diverse and promising 
group of present and future leaders in the 
church… As we continue to serve all students at 
Luther, we are seeking an awareness of 
congregations that will welcome an LGBTQ 
intern. 

 

At the time, the council determined that this 
should not just be a council decision but should 
include input from the congregation. After 
prayerful consideration, we decided to employ 
Pat Ellison from Church Innovations to teach us 
a method to have respectful conversations in 
which we listen to one another and to the Holy 
Spirit in making decisions, This method is called 
“Spiritual Discernment.”   

 

Pat Ellison describes Spiritual Discernment this 
way: “Spiritual Discernment isn't merely about 
discerning what YOUR thoughts and actions are. 
That would be council discernment or 
congregational discernment. It is Spiritual 
Discernment because we are trying to discern 
what the Holy Spirit is up to in that question for 
the congregation.” 

 

We will gather at Faith-Lilac Way on Monday, 
October 22 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. for Spiritual 
Discernment. We will ask the question: "Given 
the Seminary’s question to us, how is God calling 
Faith - Lilac Way to respond?" All are welcome to 
this discernment. We will pray together, read 
scripture together, set up rules for conversation 
together, brainstorm together and then have a 
conversation together, listening for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. 

 

We have already used the Spiritual Discernment 
twice. The first time was regarding changing the 
Thanksgiving Eve worship. The decision was, that 

while we would welcome other engagements and 
worship with Wildfire churches, we wanted to 
continue to celebrate our anniversary by holding 
Thanksgiving Eve worship at FLW. 

The second time we used the Spiritual 
Discernment method was around the question of 
the alcohol policy. It was decided that FLW would 
engage in an experiment and would provide beer, 
along with other beverages, at the August Big 
Band & Brats event. The team came up with a 
process to serve beer safely and with limits – and 
the experiment – and the event was successful. 

 

Spiritual Discernment is a great tool – and one of 
the best parts about it is that congregational 
members have been trained to lead it. At a time in 
which people in our nation is deeply divided over 
so many issues, it is inspiring to know that we 
have a different way of talking together – and 
listening together because we are all children of 
God. As Pat says, “This isn’t rocket science… The 
point is to get God as the subject of any 
action verb we are considering. When people 
discern the Spirit's work and calling, the Spirit 
needs to be acting in the question.  Otherwise it is 
just humans beating one another over the head 
over their own opinions.” 

 

As a valued child of God of this congregation, you 
are invited to the conversation with your fellow 
members and the Holy Spirit. 



13 

The Seminary posed a question for us. In an 
October 2017 letter to congregations that have 
served as internship sites, they wrote: “As we 
continue to serve all students at Luther, we are 
seeking an awareness of congregations that will 
welcome an LGBTQ intern.” On Monday, October 
22nd from 6:30-8:30 p.m. you are invited to 
gather at FLW for Spiritual Discernment. We will 
ask the question: "Given the Seminary’s question 
to us, how is God calling Faith - Lilac Way to 
respond?" All are welcome to this discernment. 
Please see Pastor Pam if you have questions. 

 

Everyone is welcome. There is a chair for you in 
our choirs and small groups! Join the Chancel 
Choir, Ladies Ensemble, Faith First Men, or do a 
solo. If you like to sing or play an instrument and 
want to have fun, email Anne Ng at 
abjorkng@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

The new little library (northwest corner of the 
church, just off of Welcome and the entrance of 
the church) was made by and donated by Devin 
McGill, one of the scouts that belong to Boy Scout 
Troop 289, the troop that meets in our church. 
This Little Library was part of Devin’s Eagle 
project. Congratulations Devin! 

 

Our Altar Guild Meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
October 1st at 6:30 p.m. in the library. If you are 
interested in volunteering your time during 
worship, you’re invited to join us! 

 

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at 1 p.m. on 
October 10th at Country Kitchen (7849 42nd Ave 
N, Minneapolis, MN 55427) If you have any 
questions, call Bev Maas at 763-504-9331. 

 

Uff-Da! It is time for our 38th Annual Lutefisk & 
Meatball Supper plus Bake & Craft Sale! The 
“Menu” is Lutefisk, Meatballs, Potatoes & Gravy, 
Lefsa, Corn, Coleslaw, Cranberry Relish, Rosettes, 

Fattigmann, & many other “Goodies” served 
family-style! Music performed by Leroy Larson 
and The Minnesota Scandinavian Ensemble. This 
event will be held Friday, November 2nd at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church at 4, 5, 6, or 7 
p.m. (4800 Boone Avenue, New Hope, MN) Adult 
tickets are $20, Children 12 years and younger 
are free! Tickets are available in House of Hope’s 
Church Office. Advance ticket sales only, no 
tickets will be sold at the door. 

 

Book Club  is held Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Library. We are reading “A Prayer for Owen 
Meany” by John Irving.  

 

If you’ve signed-up, remember to join the Wildfire 
Men in conversation and ham. Hear Robbinsdale 
School Dist. 281 Superintendent Dr Carlton 
Jenkins speak on the topic of school safety at 
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, 3900 Winnetka 
Avenue N. New Hope, MN 55427 on Sunday, 
September 30th at 5 p.m.  

 

Our Prayer Shawl Group will no longer hold 
formal meetings. We welcome anyone interested 
in knitting or crocheting a prayer shawl to ask 
Carolyn Lageson for yarn. You are also welcome 
to knit or crochet hats for kids through NEAR 
Food Shelf. Just place your finished hats in the 
box by the church entrance. 

 

Join Deacon Kirsten for a bible study on 
Accompaniment, a theology of mission for living 
in community and working together with God to 
co-create a trustworthy world. We’ll meet in the 
Library at 9:15 a.m. on the following Sundays: 
9/23, 10/7, 10/21, 11/11, 11/25, and 12/9. 

 

All are welcome for Bible study with our 
neighbors at Robbins Way on Wednesdays at 
2:30 p.m. Join us for coffee, treats and 
conversation. 
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Dear Friends,  

I’m returning this enclosed check. It was a 
privilege for me to return to the congregation 
where my ministry began nearly 50 years ago. May 
our Lord continue to bless your ministry. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Paul Hammar 

 

KidPack Fundraising Update:  We made the 
match! Many thanks to all who contributed! 
Together, our six KidPack congregations gave over 
$10,000 and received the 2:1 matching gift of 
$5000!  A great jump on our 2018/19 school year 
goal of $65,000. Thanks for your generosity!  

 

Sincere thanks for your recent gift to the 
Northwest Dinner At Your Door program. As you 
know, we are a non-profit organization and rely on 
donations such as yours so we can continue to 
provide hot meals to shut-ins or people unable to 
cook for themselves. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Faith Lilac Way Lutheran Church, 

The Holy Spirit is at work at Luther Seminary! 
Thanks to the Jubilee Scholarship, the 
percentage of students who have completely 
refused additional federal student loans has soared 
to 78 percent-compared to last year’s 45 percent 
refusal rate. We’re also embarking on a five-year 
holy experiment of an accelerated Master of 
Divinity program in which students will complete 
their degrees in 24 months through year-round 
classes and concurrent congregational internships. 
Both of these exciting efforts allow us to create 
leaders that are properly equipped to serve 
congregations like yours, in less time, without 
taking on the crushing burden of added student 
loan debt. 

 

It’s thanks to your congregation that we’re able to 
engage in such innovative endeavors! It’s because 
of your past generosity that we’re able to enter in 
this ground-breaking work to help transform 
student into the leaders they feel called to become. 

This wouldn’t be possible without you—Thank you! 

With gratitude, 

The Rev. Robin J. Steinke 

 

We need refinishers!  In our remodeling, some 
pews were removed from the balcony and cut into 
smaller chairs that we would like to use in the 
Narthex. But they need a little refinishing. Please 
contact David Bjorkquist or Pastor Pam if you can 
help! 

 

Do you like to visit with people? If yes, we may 
have an opportunity for you! One of the areas that 
interns have served for the past 10 years is to 
assist Pastor Pam with visiting people who are 
“shut-ins” - people who cannot attend worship -
  and bringing them Holy Communion. Now that 

we do not have an intern for the upcoming year, 
there is an opportunity for people from the 
congregation to help with this ministry. This is a 
ministry that is not just for ordained people and 
will bless you as much as the people that you 
serve. Let Pastor Pam know if you are interested. 
We are planning an information/ training session 
in the early Fall. 

 

We have great need of volunteers to distribute 
KidPack bags at Forest Elementary on Fridays at 
2 p.m. Ideally, we'd have four teams of 6 people 
that served one Friday per month. If you are able 
to help, please contact Kirsten Kessel at (email) or 
call the church office at 763-537-4523 or sign up 
on the green Contact sheet. 



15 

Come Holy Spirit  
… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. Comfort those who are suffering 
from on-going illnesses or are hospitalized including:  

Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  Betty Greenly, Brad Hesslund, Evan Kuder, Ruth 
Kuder, Jean Louhi, Elizabeth Maxon, Margaret Pendzimas, Herb Scheelk, Marilyn Stalheim, 
David Swanson, Cori Vallis, and Valerie Wietzke. and for those at a care facility or assisted living:  

George Bork, Beverly Evans, Bob Fernelius, Beverly Halbrooks, and Luella Larson.  

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

2nd Donna Helder 

 Marjorie Lane 

 Grace Stobbs 

4th Linda St. John 

5th Joseph Bahneman 

9th Daniel Shaw 

10th Tim Brausen 

12th Lynn Hillestad 

19th David Bjorkquist 

 Eric Olson 

22nd Lauren Lynum 

23rd Jacob Edstrom 

24th Johnathan Lindgren 

 Rose Nwoko 

25th Everett Love 

 Autumn Wiste 

26th Brielle Anderson 

 Robert Fernelius 

 Lorraine Halter 

27th Lauren Helder 

 Chinomso Nwoko 

28th Cyndi Lettau 

 Joseph Luoma 

29th Lucille Nelson 

Glorious God, help me live vibrantly, alive to the promise that the true 

life that is me is tied to Jesus. Stir me to live with passion, alive to the 
moment knowing that my future with you is secure. In Jesus' name I 

pray. 

 Amen. 
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We have begun, through the Synod resource, “Mission Insite” to take a closer look at our 
neighborhood.  For example, we have discovered that 40% of the families in our neighborhood are 
single parent homes. But we don’t yet know how we can best share the light of Christ with these and 

other neighbors. Along with our Wildfire partners, we will 
be doing a year of listening, learning and praying to 
discern how we can best join God’s mission and ministry 
in the neighborhood surrounding Faith-Lilac Way. We will 
need resources – both financial and people resources to 
continue to do this. We will also need faith to trust and 
support the future mission without knowing what it is – 
but only knowing that God’s light and love will continue 
to guide us on the journey. “Faith Lights Our Journey” 
and the journey is not over. Financial donations can be 
made to FLW Mission of the Month. If you are open to 
letting your light shine by sharing your time and talents, 
please contact us through the church office, speak with 
Pastor Pam or Deacon Kirsten Kessel. Let your light shine!  


