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Sunday, January 27th 
9:15 a.m. ACTS Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Chili-Cookoff 

12:30 p.m. Annual Meeting 
See more on page 4. 

Worship at 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. 

with Education at 9:15 a.m. 
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Happy New Year! 

Do you make New Year’s resolutions? If so, 
how long do they last? For most people, New 
Year’s resolutions are aspirational, and maybe 
inspirational, but not practical. Often times, 
they seem like a good idea and usually are 
good ideas, but they rarely have the structure 
behind them to help you change bad habits or 
develop new ones. 

And yet…as I write this in the beginning of 
Advent, the beginning of the church year, I’m 
thinking about new resolutions.  But… instead 
of my typical resolutions of losing the 5 pounds 
that I gain at Christmas or exercising more or 
doing something else that seems like a really 
good idea, this year I’m resolving to wonder 
more. 

I wonder what God is up to in our 
neighborhood? I wonder what needs our 
neighbors have? I wonder how we can be God’s 
hands and feet to, for, or with our neighbors? I 
wonder how we can best live as faith-filled 
children of God? 
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And then… I’m going to do more than wonder. 
One of the things that our Community 
Outreach team is doing with Deacon Kirsten 
Kessel is intentional listening to the community 
of faith at Faith-Lilac Way and to the 
neighborhood. There are a number of things 
that God is up to in the neighborhood --- and 
that God is calling us to do and to be. But…. we 
don’t know what they are yet! 

Join Deacon Kirsten  and me at the Timeline 
event on Sunday, January 13th at 11:30 a.m. 
as we seek to wonder, listen, and let the Spirit 
lead us! It’s all with the goal of seeking to do 
God’s will for us and for our neighbor. And, it’s 
in keeping with our baptismal promise (the one 
we used for the 75th Anniversary last year): Let 
your light shine before others that they may see 
your good works and glorify your father in 
heaven. 

Blessings in your wondering 
in this New Year! 

Pastor Pam 

Happy New Year and Peace to All! 

Celebrating the past, reflecting on the present, 
and contemplating the future as we serve God 
and neighbor to our fullest potential.  This is the 
work of the people at Faith-Lilac Way. Through 
congregational interviews and neighborhood 
surveys, we’ve acquired a snapshot of our 
congregational identity, our values and passions 
and whether that’s reflected in what our 
neighbors know about us, and what the 
neighborhood needs. This imperative information 
helps us discern together the question, “What is 
God calling us to be in this ever changing world?” 

There’s one more piece to put “flesh” on our 
story, and we need everyone to take part: 
Sunday, January 13th, following worship (11:30 
a.m.), ALL are invited to a special Timeline Event 
in the Fellowship Hall. What are the best 
memories of the past 75 years? What challenges 
have we faced together? Where do we see hope 
for our future as the faith community at 5530 

42nd Avenue North? 

All you need to bring are your thoughts! The 
Community Outreach Team will provide an 
update of their work on the Community 
Engagement process and some nourishment. 
Please make every effort to attend whether 
you’ve been here for many years, or are a more 
recent attendee (like me)! Your input matters! 

 

 

 

 

In Christ, 

Deacon Kirsten 
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January 6:  Confirmation – Epiphany! 

January 13: ACTS Bible study in Library 

January 20: Confirmation – MLK Jr. 

January 27: Chili Cook-Off Prep 

January 2: No Confirmation 

January 9: Wildfire @ Feed My Starving Children 
January 16: TBD 

January 23 & 30: Confirmation Class 

On Wednesday, January 9th, Wildfire students will be at the Feed My Starving Children in Coon 
Rapids.  Our shift is from 6:00-7:30pm.  Please let Pastor Pam know if you prefer to meet us there. 
Otherwise, please meet at church at 5 p.m. for a ride. Each student is encouraged to bring $5 to 
cover the cost of shipping for the meals we pack. Any gift will be appreciated. 

January 6: Inspiring the Common Good with Deacon Kirsten  

January 13: ACTS Bible Study for Youth and Adults with Pastor Pam 

January 20: Inspiring the Common Good with Deacon Kirsten  

January 27: ACTS Bible Study with Pastor Pam 

 

It’s a time of change for people of faith, a time of uncertainty and wonder about what God is up to in 
the world and how we fit into God’s plans? That may have been how faithful people described the time 
after the resurrection of Jesus, a time recorded in the book of Acts. The book of Acts is about 
transformation and how God works through community and witness and service. But it’s not just 
about what God did in the past. It has something to teach us, today.  In 2019, we will be taking a deep 
dive into the Book of Acts during our Sunday Education Hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m. We will explore both 
how the Spirit worked then and how God is working now to breathe new life into our community and 
our world. Join us! 

 

On alternating Sundays beginning Sunday, January 6th at 9:15 a.m., we’ll discuss the book by Jim 
Wallis, NY Times best selling author, The (Un)Common Good: How the Gospel Brings Hope to a World 
Divided.  From the book flap, “Jim Wallis thinks our life together can be better. In this timely and 
provocative book, he shows us how to reclaim Jesus’s ancient and compelling vision of the common 
good – a vision that impacts and inspires not only our politics but also our personal lives, families, 
churches, neighborhoods, and world.” A limited number of books will be provided free of charge, with 
the condition that you pass them on to others when finished!  In this prophetic call to the Christian 
community, Jim Wallis weaves together Scripture, theology, and personal reflection to live into the 
hope that our life together can be better. Whether you’ve read or not, please join us for the 
conversations on the following dates: January 6 & 20, February 10 & 17, and March 10 & 24. 

 

Books featured in the Narthex

“The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto” by Mitch Albom is an exciting book about a musician. Frankie, a 
Spanish war orphan, is the greatest guitarist ever. He becomes a rock star, however, his gift may be his 
burden. 

“Homemade,” a biography by Beatrice Ojakangas, a Minnesota native was written to share her early 
roots which came from hard work and dedication. The book also includes some of her favorite recipes. 

“The Price of Fame” by Carolyne Aarsen is a story of a picturesque town that has been chosen by a 
movie group as its next set. However, it's not as perfect as the director wants it to be. 

“The Ten Gifts” by Robin Silverman is written to help you find the  personal peace you have always 
wanted through the ten gifts you've always had. 
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Monday, December 24th at 4:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 30th at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Worship at 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. & Education for 
all at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Sunday, January 13th at 11:30 a.m. 
What are the best memories of the past 75 

years? What challenges have we faced together? 
Where do we see hope for our future as the faith 

community? The Community Outreach Team 
will provide an update of their work on the 
Community Engagement process and some 

nourishment. 

Hosted by the ELCA Wildfire Congregations 
Saturday, January 19th at 6 p.m. 
Valley of Peace Lutheran Church 

4735 Bassett Creek Drive 
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Sunday, January 27th 
9:15 a.m. ACTS Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Chili-Cookoff 

12:30 p.m. Annual Meeting 

Do you have a scrumptious chili recipe? Chili 
donations wanted for the Chili Cookoff at our 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27. Whether 
you make a fiery hot spicy Chili or “Scandinavian 
chili” which could double as Swedish meatballs, 
your donations – and your presence are 
wanted!   Funds will go toward this year’s youth 
mission trip. Sign up in the Narthex to bring a 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us!

Sundays at 9:15am 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Tommy Thompson President 

Melanie Bahneman VP/Youth 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 

 Congregational 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Open Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 

Merideth Foster Youth 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 

 Life 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 

Kirsten Kessel Deacon 

Katie Lintelmann Admin/ 

 Communications 

Anne Ng Choir Director 

Ann Marie Skogland-Anderson 

 Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Host 
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Thursday, Dec 27 from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

Faith-Lilac Way is partnering with the Civil Air Patrol to offer a Red 
Cross Blood Drive. We need your help to either donate blood or be 
on the Welcoming Committee. There is a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex to be a greeter. Call the church office at 763-537-4523 to 
register to donate blood. 

Book Club will resume Tuesday, January 8th at 10:30 a.m. in the Library. We will read “Crazy Rich 
Asians,” the book on which the recent popular movie was based. We welcome everyone! To belong to the 
Book Club one doesn't need to read every book – one can choose to attend only when the book is of 
interest. We have a lot of fun, too! 

Friday, January 25th, 5 – 7 p.m. 

St James Lutheran Church in Crystal, MN 

Silent Auction and Dinner!  Your choice of Spaghetti with sauce (meat or 
meatless) or Terry Swanson’s famous Bean & Ham soup, plus salad, 
bread, lemonade, coffee and dessert.  ALL YOU CAN EAT just $10 adults, 
$5 kids. $20 family max. Tickets will be available at church beginning 
January 6th or at the door. 

 

Tuesday, February 5th at 7 p.m. 

St Louis Park American Legion 

 

When tragedy strikes, whether natural disasters or human acts of violence, we are prepared to hold 
candlelit prayer vigils on Faith-Lilac Way's front lawn. All are invited to join us anytime there's a call to 
prayer and visible show of support for the afflicted, wounded, lost or oppressed. 

 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Lunch will be provided) 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church 

Did you know that 47 % of US workers are women? And that women manage the majority of household 
wealth? This means that women are in a unique place to make impactful decisions about how, why, 
and where they give. At WomenGive inFaith workshop, we will share giving stories, learn about giving 
and financial planning tools, strengthen our capacity to make a difference, and take action by giving 
away $1000+ to an organization benefiting women. There is a $25.00 registration fee for this event. This 
money, however, will be given away to an organization benefiting women in our community. We will 
jointly decide on which organization, and the registration fees will be pooled and sent there. This is a 
really cool, low-cost way to make a big difference for an organization impacting the lives of women. 
Please register in advance online. If you need help doing so, talk to Katie, and she will help! You can 
register at inFaithFound.org/womengive/retreats Scroll down the page, and you’ll see the event at Holy 
Nativity. Can’t wait to see you there! 
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As you give gifts to those you love this Christmas, remember your church too. We are the community of 
Christ on 42nd and Welcome Avenue.  We are called to do God’s work in our neighborhood, teach our 
children and each other the faith, and praise and worship God. To do this, we need the financial, 
volunteer and prayerful support of people – like you – who love God and their neighbor and who have 
found a good place to do just that at Faith-Lilac Way. Please remember to give this gift before December 
31st so we can end the year strong! 

P.S. There are special love envelopes provided in the newsletter. Thank you for your generous and 
loving support! 

 

Have you turned in your “Estimate of Giving Card?” It’s not too late! These “best guesses” of your 
anticipated giving help us to stay in the “black” and reach out to our neighbors in new ways. Thank 
you for your generous support! 

 

Faith-Lilac Way relies on the good gifts God has given you. Now is a great time to start thinking 
about how you can put those gifts to use at Faith-Lilac Way. We couldn’t do it without you.  Faith-
Lilac Way is able to do the ministry that it does because of volunteers of all ages and all abilities. 

The opportunities are almost endless of how your skills, talents, and avocations can be shared to 
serve God and our neighbors.  Some opportunities to serve can be done inside the church and others 
in the community.  Some opportunities to serve are regular commitments and others are occasional 
or seasonal. Take a look at some ideas for how you can serve:  

Worship—Greeter, Communion Assistant, Lesson Reader, Usher, Altar Guild 

Hospitality—Sunday Treat Supplier, Kitchen Crew, Coffee Clean-Up, Funeral 
Servers, Sunday Transportation 

Children & Youth Ministries—Nursery Volunteer, Sunday School Leader, 
Helper, or Substitute, Confirmation Mentors, Youth Service Project Coordinator, 
Youth Activity Coordinator, Youth Missions & Fundraising Coordinator, Vacation 
Bible School Leaders 

Property & Grounds—Cleaning the building, Gardening, General maintenance of 
building – repairs & painting 

Administrative—Event Planning, Library Assistants, Artists, Photographers, 
Web Design & Social Media, Worship Bulletin, Office Assistant, Banner Crew, 
Counting Team. 

The opportunities are endless! If you would like to contribute your time & talent, please call the 
church office at 763-537-4523 or email office@faithlilacway.org. 

 

Saturday, January 26th at 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Lutheran Social Service, 1605 Eustis St., Saint Paul, MN 

Cherish All Children is hosting this community event to help raise boys and young 
men to be their best selves, ending the demand for sexual exploitation. As people of 
faith, we have a critical role to play in supporting young people. Come to learn what 
we can do in our own lives and communities to affect changes in society to raise a 
more healthy generation. 

We’ll hear from: Men as Peacemakers, Macalester College Athletes Against Sexual 
Violence, Detoxifying Masculinity Group, and preview Chain Reaction Theatre’s “What Guys Really 
Want” upcoming production in churches across the Twin Cities! Go to www.eventbrite.com and search 
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Friends in mission, 

This letter carries a deep sense of praise and thanksgiving for your congregation's 

commitment and generosity. Your resources strengthen the ability to make God's grace 

through Jesus Christ known to more people in the Minneapolis area. And moreover, half of 

your mission support is also passed on to churchwide ministries. Right now our church is 

responding to people who lost everything in the California wildfires, and is working to be 

present with asylum-seekers at our country's southern border. Your generosity of giving 

changes the world as we know it. 

Did you know that your mission support helps to make possible new start ministries—

such as the new ministry in the Shakopee/Chaska area that is reaching out two Spanish-

speaking people and building relationships by going to where the people are? Pastor Jorge 

Espinoza is an experienced missionary and mission developer and we are so blessed that 

he is serving among us. And, eight of our congregations are accompanying our new start! 

This is an example of something that can only happen when we are church together. 

Such generosity provides resources so that all may experience gracious invitation into life-

giving Christian community and live in just and healthy neighborhoods. 

In gratitude, 

Bishop Ann Svennungsen 

Minneapolis Area Synod, ELCA 

FLW’s WELCA friends thank our 

congregation for the overwhelming 

support given for the Annual Bake 

Sale. Our treasurer reported that 

$533.00 was raised. These funds 

will be used to keep our kitchen 

well stocked and operating. We 

hope you enjoyed the wide 

selection of goodies that was 

available. 

The Hennepin County Horticultural Society 

(aka “Garden Club”) donated $156.00 and 

bags full of hats and mittens for NEAR at 

their December meeting. FLW thanks them 

for their generosity! 

 

On December 15th, over 700 children 

received toys from the NEAR Food Shelf. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who helped 

make this event a success! 



… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from  
on-going illnesses or are hospitalized including:  

Ramona Anderson, Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  
Betty Greenly, Brad Hesslund, Margaret Pendzimas, Don 
Schmidt, Marilyn Stalheim, David Swanson, Cori Vallis, and 
Valerie Wietzke. 

and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living:  

George Bork, Don Emmons, Beverly Evans, Bob Fernelius, 
Beverly Halbrooks, and Luella Larson.  

 

We give thanks for Jean Louhi, who died on December 13th, 
2018. Comfort her family and friends, especially those at the 
group home. 
 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

 Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send a 
note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our records. Thank 
you. 

1st Richard Anderson 
 

2nd Andrea Anderson 
 Deborah Barland 

 

4th Debbie Bren, 

5th Jeff Tiber 
 

6th Emma Weilage 
 

7th Tim Lindgren 
 

8th Dana Goodwin,  
Ellen Wood,  
Charles Meredith 

 

9th Brooke Tiber 
 

11th Donna Benson 
 

12th Merideth Foster  
 

13th James Lyons 
 

14th Dennis Davis 
 

15th Don Schmidt 
 

18th Beverly Halbrooks 
 

20th Dan Walmsley 
 

21st Gary Feyen,  
 Nancy Shallcross 
 

25th Tim Swanson 
 

28th Ella Evans,  
 Terri Hyduke, 
 Joe Thompson 
 

29th Bill Halos 
 

30th Pat Kurki 
 

31st James Ng,  
 Cole Stobbs 
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the Banner 

Cherish All Children, 
our mission of the 
Month for January, is 
an ELCA ministry that 
equips congregations to 
prevent child sexual 
exploitation. The heart 
of this ministry lies in 

congregations, where staff, leaders, and 
members pray, educate, connect with others, 
and act on behalf of children within and outside 
their congregations. It begins with prayer. On 
January 13 we as a congregation will renew our 
pledge to pray for all children and youth ages 1 
day to 25 years old. We believe that prayer 
makes a difference for children. Prayer is the 
beginning but preventing child sexual 
exploitation requires a multifaceted effort to 
raise awareness as well as change attitudes and 
behaviors. Cherish All Children also works with 

churches to educate youth, parents, and other 
congregation members about sexual 
exploitation, prevention, and social media 
safety. Cherish All Children helps Connect 
churches with other networks or organizations 
that work to prevent child sexual exploitation so 
that we can partner with their work. This sends 
a message to the community that the church 
takes seriously its role as a protector of 
children. Finally, Cherish All Children promotes 
action both inside and outside of the church 
walls. Churches can get involved in updating 
their own safe church policies, advocating for 
legislation, organizing a service project for 
victims or letter-writing campaigns to stop 
advertisements or corporate practices that 
sexually exploit children. If you don’t have a 
child to pray for, contact the office or Sue 
Ferkingstad, our Cherish All Children liaison. 
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