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Annual Meeting 
& 

Chili Cookoff! 
Sunday, January 27 

9:15 a.m. Acts Bible Study—

The Spirit Blows! 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

11:30 a.m. Chili Cookoff 

12:30 p.m. Annual Meeting 

(Page 6) 

Inaugural Vigil 
Thursday, January 31 

5—6 p.m. 

Faith-Lilac Way Front Steps 

Show up during rush hour to 

make a stand for Cherish All 
Children, January’s Mission of 

the Month. (Page 6) 

Civil Air Patrol 
Blood Drive 

Thursday, February 21 

1—7 p.m. 

Faith-Lilac Way is partnering 

with the Civil Air Patrol to offer 

an American Red Cross Blood 

Drive. (Page 8) 

Designer Purse 
Bingo 

Tuesday, February 5 

7—9 p.m. 

Come play Bingo and support 
KidPack which provides a 

weekend meal to kids struggling 

with food insecurity. (Page 6) 

Time & Talent at 
Faith-Lilac Way 

FLW relies on the good gifts God 
has given you and is able to do 

the ministry that it does because 

of YOU, volunteers of all ages and 

abilities. See a list of possible 

opportunities inside! (Page 4) 
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Dear friends in Christ, 

We are in the church 
season of Epiphany, 
the season of “Aha!” 
when Jesus is made 
known, revealed 
through word and deed 
as both human and 

divine.  God is still at work in our world and in 
our neighborhoods. And yet, as the Star 
Tribune, other media and church leaders of 
main-line congregations across the country 
have noted, worship attendance and 
participation is decreasing and church 
attendance does not always reflect the 
neighborhood. 

But because we believe that God is still at work 
in our neighborhoods, the Wildfire pastors have 
been meeting, praying and talking about how 
we can join God in God’s mission for and with 
our neighborhoods. This is our working 
“mission statement,” our response to the 

question of “Why” we are doing this work and 
believe our congregations need to do this work 
together: 

As Wildfire Churches, 8 congregations (Cross of 
Glory, Elim, Faith Lilac Way, First Lutheran of 
Crystal, Holy Nativity, House of Hope, St. 
James, Valley of Peace) located within the 
Robbinsdale School District, we hope to work 
together to be more than we could be on our 
own.  We acknowledge that the Church isn't 
fully serving the wider community and that we 
are unable, on our own, to care for both our 
congregations and the wider neighborhood.  We 
also recognize that the world is changing 
quickly and that new ideas and actions are 
required in order to fulfill our call to serve both 
our churches and the wider world.  Recognizing 
the unique gifts that each congregation offers, 
we hope to use these gifts to move beyond our 
church buildings and focus on a unique 
Wildfire ministry that will empower and equip 
all people in our neighborhood for the fullness 
of life. (Continued on page 3) 
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Greetings Dear Ones, 

Our work continues as we 
enter Phase 2 of our 
Community Engagement 
Process!  The Community 
Engagement Team is 
wrapping up the first phase, 
“Listening,” sifting through 

the information obtained from interviews, 
neighborhood surveys, and the TimeLine event to 
create a summary of Faith Lilac Way’s identity, 
values, and passions. Watch for the printed 
summary soon to be available! 

Based on our learnings from the listening work, 
we’ll begin “Experimenting” in Phase 2.  Some 
new missional practices will be introduced to the 
congregation (dwelling in the world and 
announcing the kingdom – more later on those). 
There will be a congregational discernment event 
to consider the question, “What are our adaptive 
challenges?” 

What is an adaptive challenge? As opposed to a 
technical challenge, which has a relatively 
straight forward fix, such as, when your 

plumbing breaks you call a plumber, an adaptive 
challenge has no clear, easy fix. We’ll need to do 
some brainstorming on the adaptive challenge(s) 
to generate ideas we might try, or experiments. 
We’ll write a goal or two for the experiments, 
considering what resources will be needed and 
who we might be reaching in the community. 

Following implementation of the experiments it 
will be necessary to evaluate and tweak as 
needed. Every experiment will not work – that’s 
to be expected. We’ll learn from whatever we try, 
as long as we intentionally engage with each 
other to understand our misses and celebrate the 
successes. This is the work of the congregation in 
moving towards God’s preferred future for this 
Christian community. 

The question is always, “What is God up to?” In 
us, through us, and all around us, God is 
definitely present and active.  How are we being 
called as a congregation to join God in that 
activity, not only for ourselves, but for the sake of 
the world?   

Yours in Christ, 

Deacon Kirsten 
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In short, we want all people to know the life-giving love of God and to experience the fullness of 
life.  The Minneapolis Area Synod has been assisting us in helping us discern what we can do – 
and how we can move forward. As a result, a number of the Wildfire clergy, including Deacon 
Kirsten and I, attended the Synod sponsored conference: “Community Organizing for 
Congregational Leaders” in January.   

The title of the conference quotes Mary’s Magnificat:  “The world is about to turn.” God is not done 
working in our world and we as church leaders are undergoing intensive training to cultivate the 
skills we need to be strategic, community-centered, and effective.  

One of the goals of the Synod website is to work together “just and healthy neighborhoods.”  What 
will this mean for Wildfire congregations? For Faith-Lilac Way? We have tried doing some of this 
work in the past. It’s easy to get discouraged. But Deacon Kirsten and I and the other Wildfire 
pastors hope to avoid the road blocks of the past by acknowledging the challenges, working 
together and seeking God’s help through prayer, intensively listening to the word of God and 
learning how to engage our neighborhood as we seek to share God’s Good News for the world. 
Deacon Kirsten writes about some of the steps that we as a congregation are taking. Your prayers 
and support are essential as we as individuals and as a congregation seek to continue to engage 
FLW in God’s work in our neighborhoods.  This is an exciting time to be church in God’s world, 
because “the world is about to turn.” 

-Pastor Pam 

Community Outreach 
Prayer Vigils 

 

When tragedy strikes, whether natural disasters or 
human acts of violence, we are prepared to hold candlelit 

prayer vigils on Faith-Lilac Way's front lawn. All are 

invited to join us anytime there's a call to prayer and 

visible show of support for the afflicted, wounded, lost or 

oppressed. Email deaconkirsten@faithlilacway.org to be 
the first to know when Prayer Vigils will be happening. 
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Sundays 

8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Tommy Thompson President 

Melanie Bahneman VP/Youth 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 

 Congregational 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Open Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 

Merideth Foster Youth 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 

 Life 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 

Kirsten Kessel Deacon 

Katie Lintelmann Admin/ 

 Communications 

Anne Ng Choir Director 

Ann Marie Skogland-Anderson 

 Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Host 
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Feb 3—Confirmation 

Feb 10—Inspiring the Common Good in Library 

Feb 17—Inspiring the Common Good in Library 

Feb 24—ACTS Bible Study for youth and adults 

Feb 6—Wildfire Event for Youth ages 10-18 and 
Parents 6:30 p.m. @ Elim Lutheran (see below) 

Feb 13—Confirmation 

Feb 20—All Youth Service 

Feb 27—Fun Day! 

Friday, February 1—Saturday, February 2 

Wildfire youth join other church youth groups 
for the Ultimate Lock-in at the Maple Grove 
Community Center. It’s massive fun! All 6th-8th 
graders and their friends are invited for this 
event, from 10:30 p.m. Friday to 5:30 a.m. 
Saturday. (Senior high youth can volunteer. See 
Pastor Pam if interested.) Fun includes: Water 
Park; Ice Skating Arena; Teen Center; Dance; 
Inflatable Games; Karaoke; Dodgeball 
Tournament; GaGa; Mobile Escape rooms 
hosted by Lock & Key; Food and much more! 
Sign-up details coming soon. Car pooling is 
recommended. 

Wednesday, February 6 

Elim Lutheran Church (3978 W Broadway) 

Parents & youth are invited to attend this FREE 
interactive workshop designed to give parents 
and young people tools for families to have 
honest conversations that reflect thri family’s 
values, accurate and timely information about 
healthy sexual development and young people. A 
safe place to discuss questions and concerns 
families have about sexuality, and specific goals 
to communicate better and spend time together 
as a family. Please RSVP to Pastor Pam at 
763.537.4523. 

Faith-Lilac Way relies on the good gifts God has given you. Now is a great time to start thinking 
about how you can put those gifts to use at Faith-Lilac Way. We can’t do it without you.  Faith-
Lilac Way is able to do the ministry that it does because of volunteers of all ages and abilities. 

The opportunities are almost endless of how your skills, talents, and avocations can be shared 
to serve God and our neighbors.  Some opportunities to serve can be done inside the church and 
others in the community.  Some opportunities to serve are regular commitments and others are 
occasional or seasonal. Take a look at some ideas for how you can serve:  

Worship—Greeter, Communion Assistant, Lesson Reader, Usher, Altar Guild 

Hospitality—Sunday Treat Supplier, Kitchen Crew, Coffee Clean-Up, Funeral Servers, Sunday 
Transportation 

Children & Youth Ministries—Nursery Volunteer, Sunday School Leader, Helper, or 
Substitute, Confirmation Mentors, Youth Service Project Coordinator, Youth Activity 
Coordinator, Youth Missions & Fundraising Coordinator, Vacation Bible School Leaders 

Property & Grounds—Cleaning the building, Gardening, General maintenance of building – 
repairs & painting 

Administrative—Event Planning, Library Assistants, Artists, Photographers, Web Design & 
Social Media, Worship Bulletin Assembly, Office Assistant, Banner Crew, Counting Team. 

The opportunities are endless! If you would like to contribute your time & talent, please call the 
church office at 763-537-4523 or email office@faithlilacway.org. 

July 14—19 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Service, Daily Devotions, Worship, “God Sightings,” Service, & Fun  



5 

T
h

is
 c

a
le

n
d
a
r 

w
a
s
 l
a
s
t 

u
p
d
a
te

d
 J

a
n

 2
2
. 
P
le

a
s
e
 v

is
it

 f
a
it

h
li
la

c
w

a
y
.o

rg
 f
o
r 

th
e
 m

o
s
t 

u
p

-t
o
-d

a
te

 c
a
le

n
d
a
r.

 



6 

Sunday, January 27 

9:15 a.m. Acts Bible Study—

The Spirit Blows! 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

11:30 a.m. Chili Cookoff 

12:30 p.m. Annual Meeting 

Test that famous chili recipe at the Chili Cook-off 
Sunday, January 27. Whether your chili is spicy, 

sweet, savory or “comfort food,” you are invited to 

submit your version – and then come ,taste and vote 

for your favorite! Funds will go toward the youth 

“Week of Hope” mission trip. Sign up in the Narthex 
or contact the office to bring a dish!  

Saturday, February 2, 7 p.m. 

Medina Entertainment Center (500 Hwy 55) 

Supporting TreeHouse teens...now THAT'S Super! 
Calling all alley cats and gutter grazers! The "Big 

Game" might be Sunday, but Super Bowling promises 

to be a cosmic, kaleidoscope of 80's fun to benefit 

TreeHouse teens! You'll enjoy bowling contests and 

prizes, 80's music, food, beverages and a special 

TreeHouse program. Bowling shirts, 80's garb and 
team spirit are highly encouraged! All proceeds 

benefit New Hope TreeHouse. 

For More Information, contact 952.238.1010 

or events@treehouseyouth.org 

To sponsor a lane, contact Annie Downing at 
adowning@treehouseyouth.org 

RSVP today as space is limited. Thyouth.org/bowl 

Thursday, January 31, 5—6 p.m. 

Faith-Lilac Way Front Steps 

Show up during rush hour to make a stand for 

Cherish All Children, January’s Mission of the 

Month. Cherish All Children is about educating and 

engaging congregations in action to prevent child 

sexual exploitation & trafficking. You may be aware 

that the Super Bowl, no matter what city hosts the 
game, is a major draw for trafficking of minors over 

the Super Bowl weekend. Cherish All Children played 

a significant role in preventing much of the 

anticipated trafficking in the Twin Cities last year! We 

will supply the candles, but we need your creativity in 
making signs! Some suggestions for you: 

▪ Respect All Children 

▪ Girls and Boys are Not For Sale 

▪ All Children are Beautiful 

▪ Sex Trafficking is a Violent Act 

▪ I am Not for Sale (can draw a person’s face too) 

▪ Children should Play, not be played  

▪ End the Demand for Sexual Exploitation 

▪ Stop Buying Our Children 

▪ Share God’s Love for ALL 

▪ YOU can make a Difference 

▪ SPEAK UP, and show GOD’S LOVE 

Tuesday, February 5, 7—9 p.m. 

St. Louis Park American Legion Post 282 (6509 
Walker Street) 

Lack of nourishment effects body and brain 

development, ability to concentrate and process 

information. Being hungry causes low energy, vision 

problems, ability to listen and follow directions. So, 
come play Bingo (& maybe win a designer purse!), 

and support a great cause: providing a weekend meal 

to kids struggling with food insecurity, so they can 

reach their best potential. Every child, every meal! 

Saturday, February 23 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Bloomington, MN 

A FREE morning of engaging workshops, fellowship, time with Bishop Ann Svennungsen, and conference 

meetings. Both experienced and new church leaders are strongly encouraged to attend! 

Two sessions of hour-long workshops will include: Five Marks of Vital Congregations and Two Questions Not 

to Ask, Storytelling Evangelism, A Small Church Can Make a Big Difference, Financial Best Practices for 

Churches, Human Resources for Churches, Relationship Building on Your Church Council, How to Run a 

Meeting, Missional Church Council Leadership, Your Building as a Tool for Ministry, Church Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness, MissionInsite; Demographic Resources, Digital Media 101, and Intercultural De-

velopment Inventory. 
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Saturday, February 9, 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

(Lunch will be provided) 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church 

Did you know that 47 % of US workers are women? 

And that women manage the majority of household 

wealth? This means that women are in a unique 

place to make impactful decisions about how, why, 
and where they give. At WomenGive inFaith 

workshop, we will share giving stories, learn about 

giving and financial planning tools, strengthen our 

capacity to make a difference, and take action by 

giving away $1000+ to an organization benefiting 
women. There is a $25.00 registration fee for this 

event. This money, however, will be given away to an 

organization benefiting women in our community. 

We will jointly decide on which organization, and the 

registration fees will be pooled and sent there. This 

is a really cool, low-cost way to make a big difference 
for an organization impacting the lives of women. 

Please register in advance online. If you need help 

doing so, talk to Katie, and she will help! You can 

register at inFaithFound.org/womengive/retreats 

Scroll down the page, and you’ll see the event at 
Holy Nativity. Can’t wait to see you there! 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

February 3—ACTS Bible Study for Youth and Adults 
with Pastor Pam 

February 10—Inspiring the Common Good with 

Deacon Kirsten 

February 17—Inspiring the Common Good with 

Deacon Kirsten 

February 24—ACTS Bible Study with Pastor Pam 

Acts Bible Study with Pastor Pam  

On alternating Sundays in 2019, during our usual 

Education Hour 9:15 a.m.—10 a.m., we will be taking 
a deep dive into the book of Acts. The book of Acts is 

about transformation and how God works through 

community and witness and service.  We will explore 

both how the Spirit worked then and how God is 

working now to breathe new life into our community 

and our world. 

 

Inspiring the Common Good with Deacon Kirsten 

On the other Sundays, we’ll discuss the book by Jim 

Wallis, NY Times best selling author, The (Un)Common 
Good: How the Gospel Brings Hope to a World Divided. 

In this prophetic call to the Christian community, Jim 
Wallis weaves together Scripture, theology, and 

personal reflection to live into the hope that our life 

together can be better. Whether you’ve read or not, 

please join us for these conversations that correlate to 

each other! 

 

Books featured in the Narthex

God gave us laughter! There are many references in the Old Testament to God 
directing His people to rejoice and laugh. And Jesus socialized – wouldn't He 

have shared a few knock-knock jokes? We are starting a new category in our 

Church Library for “Humor.” Here are some selections: 

  

A Prairie Home Companion Pretty Good Joke Book— Jokes, puns, Lutheran 

jokes. Introduction by Garrison Keillor who hosted an annual Joke Show on his 
radio program. 

 

The Cat and the Curmudgeon by Cleveland Amory.  This tale of two curmudgeons 

will tickle the fancy of everyone who has ever been owned by a cat. 

 

Growing Up Lutheran (What Does This Mean) and The Lutheran Church Basement 
Women (Lutefisk, Lefse, Lunch, and Jell-O) by Janet Martin, Suzanne Nelson and 

Allen Todnem. 

 

Two books written by Nasreddin Hodja from Turkey! The Turkish equivalent to 

Ole and Lena jokes! 
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 Faith-Lilac Way Family, 

 What a blessing it was to receive 

your gift in the mail! Thank you 

so much for your checks in the 

amount of $500.00 designated 

for Cherish All Children and 

general support for Lutheran 

Social Service of Minnesota. 

 With all of the ways your 

benevolence dollars might be 

invest, we are so grateful you 

have shared them with those 

who use the services of LSS of 

MN. It’s because of you we are 

able to provide food, care, 

counseling, recovery, and so 

much more! Thank you again 

for your important contribution. 

Your gift will provide new life 

and hope to the 1 in 65 

Minnesotans who utilize the 

services of LSS of MN each year. 

Many blessings! - Lutheran 

Social Service of Minnesota 

 

 

 Many thanks to all who 

participated in the Timeline 

Event on January 13th to “put 

flesh on” Faith-Lilac Way’s 

story, as we’re part of God’s 

story!  Our hope was to capture 

the collective memories of the 

congregation and sift out our 

“useable past,” or those gold 

nuggets of who we are as Faith-

Lilac Way and how we’re shaped 

for the future.  We remembered 

our positive past, those not-so-

proud times, and shared where 

we saw hope for a bright 

tomorrow. The Community 

Engagement Steering Team will 

be publishing a summary of our 

learnings and host a Spiritual 

Discernment event around the 

question, “What are our 

adaptive challenges?”  Watch for 

more!  

 

 

 

 

 FLW Volunteers, 

 Thank you for your wonderful 

help at Valerie Wietzke’s Funeral 

Service. You made it a 

wonderful event. Thank you for 

the beautiful floral arrangement. 

Thank you for all of your 

support! - The Wietzke Family 

 Dear Friends at Faith-Lilac Way, 

We at NEAR wish to thank you 

for your on-going generosity 

during last year (2018). We 

always need food and money at 

the food shelf and you are right 

there ready to help us. Last 

year, your congregation donated 

2,373 lbs. and $3,950.00—some 

of you donated caps and mittens 

and toys. These things are 

always needed for the Christmas 

Distribution. We like to have our 

clients’ children to always be 

warm and have at least two toys 

and several stocking stuffers for 

Christmas. Thank you again for 

helping us meet our needs! 

- NEAR 

Civil Air Patrol Blood Drive 
at Faith-Lilac Way 

Thursday, February 21, 1—7 p.m.  

Faith-Lilac Way is partnering with the Civil Air Patrol to offer an American Red Cross Blood Drive. 
Thank you to everyone who donated and helped make December’s blood drive a success! Please con-

sider coming to donate at the next drive! The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors 

can fulfill that need for patients in our community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 

2 seconds and most of us will need blood in our lifetime.  

We need your help to either donate blood or be on the Welcoming Committee. There is a sign up 
sheet in the Narthex to be a greeter. Go online or call the church office at 763-537-4523 to register 

to donate blood. 



… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  Betty Greenly, Brad 
Hesslund, Margaret Pendzimas, Herb Scheelk, Marilyn 
Stalheim, & Cori Vallis. 

 

and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living:  

George Bork, Don Emmans, Beverly Evans, Bob Fernelius, 
Beverly Halbrooks, & Luella Larson. 

 

We give thanks for Val Wietzke, Don Schmidt, Rollie Schmidt, 
& David Swanson, who have recently passed away. We pray for 
comfort for their families and friends. 

 
Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

 Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send a 
note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our records. Thank 
you. 

2nd Cori Vallis 

10th Bill Rosenberg  

11th Mesa Vierzba 

13th Brian Blackman 

14th Brenda Spittle 

15th Beverly Evans 
 Wyatt Wiste 

16th David Fernelius 

18th Christine Evenson,  
 Grace Thompson 

20th Joyce Merkel 

21st JoAnn Bloom,  
 Miranda Hortenbach 

25th Lois Anderson 

28th Beverly Maas,  
 Sarah Peloquin 

 

 

 

 

Happy 
Birthday! 
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Bonfire Ministry’s KidPack program is a 

collaborative effort of six Lutheran congregations 

in the Robbinsdale School District (Elim, Faith-

Lilac Way, First of Crystal, Holy Nativity, House of 

Hope, and St. James) in partnership with The 

Sheridan Story to provide a weekend meal to any 

families facing food insecurity (not sure they’ll 

have enough food to feed the family over the 

weekend) at three elementary schools (Meadow 

Lake, Lakeview, and Forest ).  Together, these six 

congregations distribute 500 meals every Friday 

during the school year. Wondering why so many 

families are food insecure? A variety of factors 

play into it, the primary being lack of affordable 

housing and wages that are too low to live on. By 

providing one meal that feeds four people every 

weekend, KidPack extends peace from our 

congregations to the local families we serve along 

with a little peace of mind for those parents whose 

children will be ready for learning on Monday 

morning.  


