
1 

the Banner of Faith 

From the Pastor/Deacon  ........... 2 

Meet Vicar Becca Holland, Commu-

nity Outreach Vigils, Church Coun-

cil & Staff................................... 3 

Youth & Confirmation ................ 4 

MN Food Share Month ............... 6 

Scrapbooking Crop .................... 6 

Discernment Conversation: Com-

munity Engagement Process ...... 6 

KidPack Fundraiser: Designer Purse 

Bingo ......................................... 6 

Cherish All Children: Caritas Bene-

fit Concert, Fishing Opener Vigil, 

Annual 5K Run for Justice ......... 6 

Adult Education Hour ................ 7 

Thrivent Choice Dollars.............. 7 

From the Library ........................ 7 

Blood Drive ................................ 8 

Thank you ................................. 8 

Prayer & Birthdays .................... 9 

Mission of the Month ............... 10 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 6th 

during morning rush hour, 7—9 a.m. 

All are invited to stop on the corner of 42nd 
and Welcome to receive an ashen cross of 
Christ on their forehead on their way to 
work/school! If your in a hurry and want to 
carry the smudged cross on your forehead for 
the day, be sure pull into the parking lot—
You don’t even have to leave your car! 

Wednesday, March 6 

2 p.m. at Robbins Way (Senior building next to FLW) & 7 p.m. 
in FLW’s Sanctuary 

Both services will include receiving communion, an ashen cross, 
and a word of grace. The choir will sing and lead worship at the 7 
p.m. service. Both services are open to all. 

 

March 6—April 10 

5:30 p.m.—Soup Supper in the Fellowship Hall 

6:15 p.m.—Conversations with our Community Outreach Team 
and friends in Christ/Confirmation Student/Mentor 
Conversations 

7 p.m.—Midweek Lenten Worship: Journey to Easter 

 

Wednesday nights March 13—April 10 

7 p.m. 

This year we will be exploring the journey from Creation to Easter 
through five Bible stories of faith: Creation, Deliverance at the 
Red Sea, Ruth, Jonah, and the Fiery Furnace. Engage the stories 
in a new way through readers theatre, and hear five Wildfire 
preachers. Join the journey Wednesday nights! Sign up to be a 
reader or actor in the Readers Theatre skits in the Narthex.  
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Lent… A time for 
Fasting or Feasting? 
What do you think of 
when you think of 
Lent?  Fasting? Giving 
up something? Or do 
you think of 
Wednesday night soup 

suppers and Lenten mid-week services?  Or 
maybe some of both.  
 
In the early church, the season of Lent was a 
time of learning for people interested in 
becoming Christians. But over time, the season 
became known as a time of penitence, 
repentance and fasting.  In some traditions, 
people are encouraged to “give up” something – 
usually meat or alcohol – for the season. But in 
our Lutheran tradition, it is optional. It’s part of 

the freedom of a Christian.  You can choose to 
“fast” – or “give something up” for Lent to 
remind yourself of the great gifts that God has 
given to us. It can be a good discipline. But it is 
not a “law.” It is not required. 

One year, I decided that I would give up 
something that I loved: cheese.  I love cheese – 
all kinds of cheeses – and so I thought it would 
be a good discipline to “give it up” for Lent. 
Little did I know how hard that would be! I 
began well and was proud of my “discipline.” 
But then I went on a weekend away with friends 
up north. We were late getting out of town and 
when we finally arrived, none of us had had any 
dinner and we discovered the only place still 
open was a pizza place. And they didn’t have a 
non-cheese option.  I succumbed, happy to 
remember that “giving up” something is not a 
law for Lutherans! (continued on next page) 
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Greetings All, 

The Community 
Engagement/Outreach 
Team has been working 
hard to sift through all the 
internal interview responses 
to create a summary for 
your review: 

The congregation of Faith-Lilac Way is described 
as welcoming, friendly, and although on the 
small side, full of people who genuinely care 
about each other. 

There are many and various ways to participate 
in the life of the congregation, from singing in the 
choir to cleaning or bible study to serving in the 
community. People choose to participate as 
they’re able. Many prefer to be invited and will 
help if asked. 

God’s presence is recognized through worship 
and music, relationships, and service in the 
world. In difficulties and in joy, profound 
experiences of God occur wherever God’s people 
are. 

There is significant concern over the lack of 
children, young people, and reducing numbers in 
general, although the atmosphere of support and 
authentic caring remains. As the congregation 
ages, some worry about finances and decisions 

around spending. Overall though, the attitude is 
optimistic in light of changes understood to move 
the congregation forward (e.g. practice of 
Spiritual Discernment, intern program, 
agreement to accept a LGBTQ intern). 

Hope is found in relationships, commitment to 
the mission and values of the congregation, 
seeing children and youth active in the life of the 
congregation and mission, connections in the 
community and with other churches (e.g. 
Wildfire), and the empowerment of members to 
“Grow in Faith, Go in Grace, and Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!” 

Did anything surprise you?  Please feel free to 
contact me if you have questions about any part 
of the process. Yet to come: summaries of the 
neighborhood surveys and time-line data. 

We’re ready to begin “Experimenting” during 
Phase 2.  There will be a congregational 
discernment event on Sunday, March 24th, 
following worship at 11:30 a.m. Please participate 
in brainstorming what experiments we might try! 
Your input is needed for the congregation to 
discern what God is calling Faith-Lilac Way to be 
and do! 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Deacon Kirsten 
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Some people try to “feast” on the practices of faith during Lent by adopting a new habit. This can 
be a great Spiritual discipline – especially if this has not been your practice. One pastor 
complained to me that he was so overwhelmed by all of the bad news in the world – and yet he 
couldn’t help look at his newsfeed every morning. I suggested that while he was very good at 
reading scripture and prayer, perhaps he could try a spiritual discipline of letting the FIRST word 
that he reads be a word of scripture and the LAST word be a prayer. I don’t know if he tried it or 
not, but sometimes the advice that I give other people is the advice that I need. So this is what I 
am going to be doing this Lent. The FIRST Word that I read in the morning will be Scripture and 
the Last Word that I read/say, will be a prayer.   

This Lent, may you find opportunities to “fast” from the ways of the world and “feast” in the Word 
of God and the way of Jesus ! 

Pastor Pam 

 

 

P.S. One idea for feasting on the Word and Way of God is to attend the Mid-Week Lenten Soup 
suppers (yum!) and feast on the Word of God through the Lenten Services – starting March 6! 

Community Outreach 
Prayer Vigils 

 

When tragedy strikes, whether natural disasters or 
human acts of violence, we are prepared to hold 

candlelit prayer vigils on Faith-Lilac Way's front lawn. 

All are invited to join us anytime there's a call to 

prayer and visible show of support for the afflicted, 

wounded, lost or oppressed. Email 

deaconkirsten@faithlilacway.org to be the first to 
know when Prayer Vigils will be happening. 
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Sundays 

8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org

Melanie Bahneman President/Youth 

Debbie Overman Secretary/

 Congregational Life 

Linda Fernelius Congregational Life  

Mary Weilage Treasurer 

Sue Ferkingstad, Chris & Kim Ipsen, 

Tommy Thompson Community 

 Outreach 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Jeananne Aanerud Worship/Music 

George West Property 

Emma Weilage Youth 

Meet Vicar 
Becca Holland! 

 

It is our good fortune and great pleasure to welcome 

Becca Holland to Faith-Lilac Way as an intern. She 

will be working 3/4 time, beginning March 12 and 

concluding in August of 2020. Welcome Vicar Becca! 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 

Becca Holland Intern Pastor 

Kirsten Kessel Deacon 

Katie Lintelmann Admin/ 

 Communications 

Anne Ng Choir Director 

Ann Marie Skogland-Anderson 

 Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Host 
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Mar 3—ACTS Bible Study for youth and adults 

Mar 10—Confirmation 

Mar 17—Meet Vicar Becca! & ACTS Bible Study 

Mar 24—Confirmation 

Mar 31—Confirmation with Vicar Becca 

Mar 6, 13, 20, & 27 

5:30 p.m.—Soup Supper 

6:15 p.m.—Mentor Conversations 

7 p.m.—Midweek Lenten Services (Readers 
Theatre) 

When? Friday, March 8th at 6:30—8 p.m. 

Where? Brooklyn Park Bowlero (7545 Brooklyn 
Blvd, Brooklyn Park, MN) 

Cost? $15. 

RSVP to Pastor Pam. 

 

July 14—19 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Service, Daily Devotions, Worship, “God 
Sightings,” Service, & Fun

Where? Lake Wapogasset Bible Camp 

When? August 4-8* for 4-11th graders 

August 2-4* for 1-3rd graders 

Who? Children and youth grades 1-11 (from our 
church and friends from the neighborhood are 
welcome too) 

Why? It’s Wonderful/ Fun/ Fantastic/ it’s for 
youth! 

* Other dates may be available (These are the 
dates that we and other Wildfire churches have 
spaces reserved through March 15!) 

 

 

ROAR VBS! Life is Wild. God is Good! 

Where? St James, 6700 46th Place N.   

When? July 21 – 25 

Dinner? 5:30 PM Program 6-8 PM 

Who? Children 3 years – 5th grade, Volunteers 6th grade – 102 
years old! 

 

Save the date and plan to help serve the Faith-Lilac Way meal, 
round up kids in your neighborhood to come and see Gods love 
ROAR into action! This epic African adventure engages the whole 
herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a fero-
cious faith that powers them through this wild life. 
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Fill a bag for NEAR Food Shelf. Respond to food 
insecurity in our community by filling a grocery 
bag with much needed food and household items 
for or local food shelf. Often needed items include: 
canned proteins, dried herbs and spices, white, 
while, and brown rice varieties, flower blends (ex. 
Coconut, gluten-free, chickpea, tapioca, rice, etc.), 
personal care items such as shampoo and soap, 
household supplies including laundry detergent, 
cleaners, and paper towels.  

Tuesday, March 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Park American Legion Post 
282:  6509 Walker Street, St. Louis Park, MN 

Come play BINGO for fun, maybe win a 
DESIGNER PURSE, and support a great cause: 
providing a weekend meal to kids struggling with 
food insecurity, so they can reach their best 
potential physically, cognitively, socially, 
spiritually, and academically. Every child, every 
meal! 

 

This KidPack “Fun-draiser” will occur on the first 
Tuesdays of April and May, minimally. We need 
people who enjoy BINGO and have the knowledge 
and ability to serve as callers as well as people 
willing to help on the evenings of April 2nd and 
May 7th. If you’d like to be a part of this KidPack 
benefit, please contact Deacon Kirsten Kessel at 
763-458-7332 or deaconkkflcc@gmail.com. 

Saturday, March 2, 9 a.m.—9 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Come join in on a day of crafty fun, receive a gift 
bag with Stampin’ Up! product, make & takes, and 
your very own crop space. Cost is $15. Spaces are 
limited so reserve your spot with pre-payment by 
Feb 21 and receive a free gift the day of the crop. 
Water is provided and there will be a community 
snack table – meals are on your own but you are 
welcome to bring a snack to share. 

 

Sunday, March 24 at 11:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Please plan to attend a Discernment Conversation 
about Faith-Lilac Way’s Community Engagement 
Process.  We’re ready to brainstorm possibilities 
for experiments - your input is needed! You’ll get 
an update on where we are now, and lunch will be 
provided. 

 

Sunday, March 17 at 3 p.m. 

Valley of Peace Lutheran Church 

Since it’s inception, Caritas has raised over 
$180,000 for diverse, local, charitable 

organizations! A free will offering will be taken for 
Cherish All Children. Reception and treats to 

follow.

Thursday, May 9 at 4:30– 6:00 p.m. 

Front Steps of Faith-Lilac Way 

Why Fishing Opener? It’s the highest weekend of 
trafficking in Minnesota! Show up during rush 
hour to make a stand for Cherish All Children and 
help prevent human trafficking. 

 

Saturday, June 22 

Purgatory Creek Park Pavilion in Eden Prairie 

Join the team to raise funds and awareness on 
behalf of Cherish All Children! 

Cherish All Children is about educating and 
engaging congregations in action to prevent child 
sexual exploitation & trafficking.  
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Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Mar 3—ACTS Bible Study with Pastor Pam 

Mar 10—Common Good with Deacon Kirsten 

Mar 17—ACTS Bible Study with Pastor Pam & 
Meet Vicar Becca 

Mar 24—Common Good with Deacon Kirsten 

Mar 31—ACTS Bible Study with Pastor Pam 

Acts Bible Study with Pastor Pam  

On alternating Sundays in 2019, during our usual 

Education Hour 9:15 a.m.—10 a.m., we will be taking 
a deep dive into the book of Acts. The book of Acts is 

about transformation and how God works through 

community and witness and service.  We will explore 

both how the Spirit worked then and how God is 

working now to breathe new life into our community 

and our world. 

 

Inspiring the Common Good with Deacon Kirsten 

On the other Sundays, we’ll discuss the book by Jim 

Wallis, NY Times best selling author, The (Un)Common 
Good: How the Gospel Brings Hope to a World Divided. 

In this prophetic call to the Christian community, Jim 
Wallis weaves together Scripture, theology, and 

personal reflection to live into the hope that our life 

together can be better. Whether you’ve read or not, 

please join us for these conversations that correlate to 

each other! 

 

Books featured in the Narthex

“Women of Light,” which is edited by Walter Russell Bowie. You have heard of 

Joan of Arc, Florence Nightingale and Helen Keller but there are more women 

profiled to inspire you.  

The second book suggestion is “Charles Kuralts American Moments.” This is a 

collection of short essays written by much loved television reporter and collected 

by his friend Peter Freundlich. There is even an essay about Bemidji, Minnesota 
included. 

Geraldine Brooks, a Pulitzer Prize winning author has made a very readable 

novel about King David. She makes this hero of the Old Testament come alive. 

The author uses old spellings for names and places but if you can deal with that 

you can get new understandings of King David and the world he lived in. The 
title of this book is “The Secret Chord.”  

Have you read a book from our library that you would recommend please let us 

know and we can spread the word! 

Thanks for reading with us! 

Eligible members can recommend where 
Thrivent distributes a portion of its 

charitable funding by directing Choice 
Dollars®. Notice: Your 2018 Choice 

Dollars® expire on March 31, so be sure to 
use them before you lose them!  Please 

consider directing them to Faith-Lilac Way! 
You can do this electronically at: 

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-
difference/living-generously/thrivent-

choice/ 

Or, you can call 800-THRIVENT 
(800.847.4836) to direct Choice Dollars® to 

Faith-Lilac Way.  Thank you in advance! 
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Many thanks to all who contributed to KidPack through the 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction on January 25th! Together, we 
raised over $5000 to continue providing weekend meals for 500 
families struggling with food insecurity! Special thanks to those who 
provided food, meal preparation, planning, promoting, organization, 
bookkeeping, hosting, and silent auction items. Some of the key 
players in the success of this event include:  

Please thank those who helped make this event a success when you see them at church! 

Civil Air Patrol 
Blood Drive 

at Faith-Lilac Way 
Thursday, May 23, 1—7 p.m.  

Faith-Lilac Way is partnering with the Civil 

Air Patrol to offer an American Red Cross 
Blood Drive. Thank you to everyone who 

donated and helped make our previous blood 

drives a success! Please consider coming to 

donate at the next drive! The need for blood 

is constant and only volunteer donors can 
fulfill that need for patients in our 

community. Nationwide, someone needs a 

unit of blood every 2 seconds and most of us 

will need blood in our lifetime.  

We need your help to either donate blood or 
be on the Welcoming Committee. Go online 

or call the church office at 763-537-4523 to 

register to donate or help out. 

 

 

Dear Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, 

Sincere thanks for your recent gift of $300.00 to the 

Northwest Suburban Dinner At Your Door program. 
As you know, we are a non-profit organization and 

rely on donations such as yours so we can continue 

to provide hot meals to shut-ins or people unable to 

cook for themselves. 

Sincerely, 

Dinner At Your Door Board 

 

 Redeemer Lutheran Church 

 Terry Swanson 

 Jeannette Valentine 

 Ardis Brandt 

 St James Lutheran Church 

 Judy Olsen 

 

And the members of the KidPack Board:  

 Erik and Jody Haug - Elim 

 Linda Fernelius - Faith-Lilac Way 

 Ardis Brandt - First Lutheran 

 Nancy Van Heel - Holy Nativity 

 Rose Wangen - House of Hope 

 Terry Swanson - Redeemer 

 Jeannette Valentine - St James 



… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  Betty Greenly, Brad 
Hesslund, Margaret Pendzimas, Herb Scheelk, Marilyn 
Stalheim, & Cori Vallis. 

 

and for those who are at a care facility or assisted living:  

George Bork, Don Emmans, Beverly Evans, Bob Fernelius, 
Beverly Halbrooks, & Luella Larson. 

 
Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

 Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send a 
note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. To cor-
rect or add a birthday, call 
the office (763.537.4523) 
so we can update our rec-
ords. Thank you. 

1st Amanda Vallis 

 Rylee Vierzba 

2nd Cindy Brausen 

5th Julie Stobbs 

7th Michelle Wood 

8th Mark Wietzke 

11th Amery Vierzba 

 Rory Joygaard 

12th Lydia Foster 

14th Sally Fuchs 

15th Mary Peloquin 

19th Diane Bahneman 

 Cathy Edstrom 

20th Alyssa Anderson 

 Linda Fernelius 

21st Katie Lintelmann 

23rd Debbie Overman 

24th Edith Thielmann 

 Brenda Thompson 

29th Taylor Ipsen 

30th Samantha Swanson 

 Andrew Wood 

31st Mary Weilage 

Happy 
Birthday! 
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Once again, March is Food Share month.  Our 

church, along with nine additional churches in 

our area will be asking for food, money and 

prayers for the March campaign. 

NEAR serves approximately 325 registered 

families per month and over 100 emergency walk-

in clients. This totals over 1,000 individuals 

served monthly. 

We depend completely on the generosity of our 

churches, community, and businesses to fund the 

operation of the food shelf. 

This past year, we distributed additional food 

boxes at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

adding to the total of 573,047 pounds of food 

given in 2018. 

 

Near also gave out school 

supplies to over 300 students, 

and donated toys at Christmas 

to over 200 families and 700 

children. 

Other ways you can support 

NEAR include attending the 

Empty Bowls Fundraiser on 

Tuesday, March 5 at 4—7 p.m.) at Robbinsdale 

Cooper High School and donating clean paper 

grocery bags that NEAR uses for distribution. (You 

may leave bags in FLW’s entryway donation box.) 

We ask that you prayerfully consider donating 

whatever you are able again this March to help 

continue this long tradition. Thank you. 


