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Bring friends and family for a 
special musical celebration during 
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(see p. 4) 
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Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

The Easter proclamation rings out strong and clear 
on Easter morning. It is a message of surprise and 
wonder that turns grief into joy and mourning into 
celebration. The challenge is this: How do we keep 
the joy of Easter in our hearts and live it out in our 
lives the whole year through? 

That is our mission. We are called, like Mary and the 
other women, to proclaim the awe-filled surprising 
news of Christ’s resurrection and the joy we 
share.  And we are not done. 

There may be nothing more beautiful than a sunrise – 
and yet, we come to expect it, to take it for granted. A 
few years ago, I visited a cousin who lives in Fort 
Myers Beach. Early in the morning we got up to take 
a walk before the heat of the day. It was still dark 
outside with the predawn light just barely 
illuminating our path as we walked on the beach. But 
then… the sun came up and all of the people on the 
beach (for now I could see there were many) stopped 
and cheered! 

Christ’s resurrection is like that! We can cheer every 
morning. One of the joys of our celebration on the 
beach was realizing that we were not celebrating 
alone – there were all kinds of people celebrating the 

gift of a new day. And we are not alone in celebrating 
the new life and joy that Christ’s resurrection brings 
to us. 

Easter reminds us it’s a new day. Christ has risen 
and brought hope to those who thought they had lost 
all hope and joy to those who were mourning.  And 
we can do this every Sunday because every Sunday is 
a little Easter. 

Every Sunday is a little Easter, a time to proclaim: 
“God loves you; calls you Beloved! Every Sunday is a 
time to proclaim hope into a world that has given up 
hope. 

Every Sunday is a time to proclaim joy and wonder 
and to be amazed by the surprising grace-filled acts 
of God! 

Beloved, child of God, may you be filled 
with hope and joy as we continue to 
celebrate: Christ has risen! Christ 
has risen indeed! 

 

Pastor Pam 

Wildfire VBS for kids ages 3—5th 
grade! Don’t miss ROAR VBS in 
partnership with Wildfire churches. 
Sunday, July 21—Thursday, July 26: 
meal at 5 p.m., program at 5:45—8 
p.m. located at St. James Lutheran 
Church in Crystal. Register online at 

www.vbspro.events/p/wildfire or take a registration 
form in the entry. 

It’s WAPO time! Lake Wapogasset Bible Camp has 
summer camp opportunities for 1st-11th graders. For 
more information, and to see what dates are still 
available, please go to faithlilacway.org or see Pastor 
Pam or Vicar Becca. 

This summer, the youth and Vicar Becca will be going 
to Kenosha, Wisconsin on a Week of Hope (July 14-
19). During the day they will be participating in 
service learning projects to benefit the community of 
Kenosha all while learning about teamwork, 
leadership, problem solving, and compassion. Then in 
the evening, they will grow in faith and in relationship 
with Jesus and each other through games, worship, 
skits and more. 

Ways you can help: 

• Contribute donations for raffle baskets by April 28 

• Purchase Raffle Tickets & Youth Mission Trip 
Stock which will be available April 28 

• Purchase Sunday Morning Treats 

• Pray for them before, during, and after their 

journey 

The drawing will be held on May 19. No need to be 
present to win. Thanks for your 
support! Questions? 
Contact Vicar Becca. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Many thanks to all who attended the Spiritual 
Discernment event on March 24th to bring clarity to 
what God is doing in, through, and around Faith Lilac 
Way!  Our brainstorming and conversation generated a 
multitude of ideas and questions towards reaching out 
to our neighbors.  From those, six areas of focus 
emerged. The Community Outreach Team then met to 
further glean direction from the information, which 
was narrowed to three areas for our experiments to 
begin. 

Communication: How might we tell the neighborhood 
what we’re about?  What’s the story of Faith Lilac Way 
and what benefits do people here experience?  Our 
initial experiment was sending postcard invitations to 
neighbors within a half-mile radius of Faith Lilac Way 
for Easter.  Using ELCA resources, Katie Lintelmann 
was able to create an invitation at minimal cost. As I’m 
writing this, I’m praying for all the households that 
received the invitations, that the Holy Spirit will 
inspire a desire to worship on Easter and experience 
God through the Word and Sacrament as well as the 
beloved community. 

The Community Outreach Team is evaluating the 
current signage and the message we’re sending. A new 
team is being formed to develop a social media 
strategy in coordination with Katie. 

Welcoming: is the work of a second team being 
formed. This group is assessing building use, traffic 
flow, and placement of information and people on 
Sunday mornings, as well as during the week, to 
maximize use of space and openness to visitors. 

Neighborhood:  This third focus team is concentrating 
on further discovery of neighborhood needs, 
opportunities to be good neighbors, and building 
community, which was one learning from the 
neighborhood surveys completed last fall. 

If you’d like to participate on one of these teams, 
please contact me or any of the Community Outreach 
Team members: Tommy Thompson, Paula Lindgren, 
Kim Ipsen, Nicole Whiteman, and Sue Ferkingstad. 
Please also thank these folks for their hard work! 

Experiment 1:  Vigils on 42nd! May 9 all are invited 
to stand up for Cherish All Children and stand against 
trafficking and sexual exploitation of young people. 
Fishing opener is the highest weekend of the year for 
sex trafficking in Minnesota. More people make a 
bigger statement, so please show up on the front steps 
of the church anytime between 4 and 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 9! 

Experiment 2:  Watch for more information about a 
community kick-off event on May 19! Pancakes in the 
parking lot, on the lawn, or in a 
wagon?  Your input is needed as 
we move onward! Please contact 
me if you’d like to participate! 

Peace and blessings to all, 

Deacon Kirsten 
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Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 
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8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 

Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 
Kirsten Kessel Deacon 

Rebecca Holland Vicar 

Katie Lintelmann Admin/ 

 Communications 

Anne Ng Choir Director 

Ann Marie Skogland-Anderson 
 Organist/Accompanist 

Ann Nowak Wedding Coordinator 

Lisa Jordan Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Host 

  

Community 

Outreach 
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Come play BINGO for fun, maybe win a designer 
purse, and support a great cause: providing a 
weekend meal to kids struggling with food insecurity, 
so they can reach their best potential physically, 
cognitively, socially, spiritually, and academically. 
Every child, every meal! 

 

All are welcome to join for a meal & conversation! 

 

 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry dedicated to 
providing congregations with pathways to help prevent 
child sexual exploitation. One way the ministry helps 
provide awareness and funding is by participating in 
the Stop the Trafficking 5K Walk Run For Justice. The 
event is open to runners and walkers of all levels of 
athletic ability.  
 

Please join Team Cherish All Children by registering 
for the 5K at stopthetraffickingrun.org/ The 
registration fee is: 

• Early-Bird Rates (Through April 30): Youth - $20; 
Adult (18 yrs+) - $30 

• Regular Rates: Youth - $30; Adult (18 yrs+) - $40 

For more information contact Sue Ferkingstad 
sueferk@msn.com or 763-521-8936. 

Cherish All Children is a ministry that equips 
congregations with educational tools and resources to 
prevent child sexual exploitation in their own 
communities. Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota’s 
new affiliation began with Cherish All Children in 
2017. This ministry's vision is that congregations will 
engage in prevention so all children may be cherished, 
not exploited. 

Veteran Affairs at LSS Behavioral Health Services 
offers a broad range of confidential services to 
veterans, service members, and their families. Our 
commitment to those who serve and have served 
means training and employing veteran counselors and 
staff, integrating military culture into our services.  

 

Did you know that Fishing Opener Weekend has the 
highest activity for sex trafficking of minors in 
Minnesota?  We are building community awareness by 
standing up for Cherish All Children on the front 
steps through rush hour. Help put an end to sex 
trafficking by showing up, inviting others to join you, 
and bringing a sign!  Many people together can make 
a big difference!  Please commit to attending for as 
much time as you’re able—sign up in the welcome 
area. Cherish All Children is about educating and 
engaging congregations in action to prevent child 
sexual exploitation & trafficking. 

 

Faith-Lilac Way has partnered with the Civil Air Patrol 
to host an American Red Cross Blood Drive. Please 
consider coming to donate at the next drive! We need 
your help to either donate blood (register online) or 
welcome blood donators (call Katie at 763.537.4523). 

 

Families Moving Forward is a program of Beacon 
Interfaith Housing Collaborative. This Wildfire project 
offers families experiencing homelessness emergency 
shelter, hospitality, and a path to a stable home. The 
Wildfire congregations are scheduled just three weeks 
each year. The second opportunity for Faith-Lilac Way 
and First Lutheran churches takes place on Monday, 
May 27 and Thursday, May 30 at St James in Crystal 
(6700 46th Place N). 

Volunteers are needed to greet the guests as they 
arrive at the church (5:30 p.m.), provide the meal 
(6:15 p.m.), host after dinner (6:30—8:30 p.m.), and 
host overnight (8:30 p.m.—6:45 a.m.). Please sign-up 
in the welcome area at FLW. 

http://www.stopthetraffickingrun.org/
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365 Thank Yous 

by John Kralik 

Do you put off writing thank you 
notes? This is a book written by a 
man who wrote a Thank You note 
every day and how it changed his 
life. 

 

Making Sense of the Cross 

by Pastor David Lose (now pastor 
of Mount Olivet Lutheran in south 
Minneapolis and former professor 
at Luther Seminary) 

Readers are encouraged to think 
about and experience the cross 
and its meaning for their lives. 

 

The Necklace 

by Cheryl Jarvis  

A true story of thirteen women 
and the experiment that 
transformed their lives. Jarvis 
tells how a diamond necklace is 
purchased by thirteen women 
who shared the cost, wore this 
extravagant piece of jewelry and 
told their experiences at their 
monthly meetings. 

 

Getting Past Your Past 

By Susan Wilkinson 

Wilkinson uses her compelling 
story—warts and all—to remind 
readers that there is no formula for 
happiness in "living a certain way". 
You have to set your eyes on God. 

 

A Prayer in Spring 

Poetry by Robert Frost and 
paintings by Grandma Moses. 
Enjoy! 

 

 

 

Hear a proclamation of faith in the midst of doubt. 

Celebrate God’s Gift of Creation as told by our 
youth in the Celebration of Creation Puppet Show! 

 

Celebration of the Gift of Holy Communion 

 

Celebration of God’s Gift of Music featuring choirs 
and instrumentalists 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion and Baptism 

 

Celebration of Unity 

 

is a little Easter celebrating 

God’s gift of new life and extraordinary grace and 
love to us, God’s beloved children, in our everyday 

lives. 

May 5: Sunday Morning Faith 
Conversations with Deacon Kirsten 

May 12: Wildfire Churches and Community 
Organizing: Come here about church 
based organizing and about a new 
grant that Wildfire received to 
engage the community with the 
Good News!  

May 19: Sunday Morning Faith 
Conversations with Deacon Kirsten 
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… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Donna Benson, Jacqueline Butkowski, Brandy Day, Michael 
DeMaio, Sandy Dolence, Bob Fernelius, Betty Greenly, Brad 
Hesslund, Margaret Pendzimas, Linda Prizzia, Herb Scheelk, 
Marilyn Stalheim, & Cori Vallis. 

 

...and those who are at a care facility for assisted living: 

George Bork, Don Emmans, Beverly Evans, Beverly Halbrooks, & 
Luella Larson. 

 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

  

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. If your 
birthday is this month and 
you don’t see your name 
here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can 
update our list. Thank you. 

1st Diane Carlson 

 Linda Christensen 

 Marge Flor 

 Heather Lane 

4th  Lea Hartjen 

5th Paula Lindgren 

6h Tommy Thompson 

11th Sandy Blackman 

 Dan Schumacher 

12th Gina Swanson 

13th Nicholas Kuder 

14th Sandra Dolence 

16th Wendy Blackman 

18th Natasha Rice 

19th Gayland Halter 

21st Ella Henkels 

22nd Peter Olson 

24th Aliyah Nolan 

25th Gloria Voeltz 

27th Harold Osmundson 

28th Sandy Hanneman 

31st Austin Nelson-Wilson 
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the Banner 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) is May’s Mission of 
the month. We support LSS in our budget and 
beyond our budget because the Mission of LSS is 
our mission too. LSS says, “We are neighbors 
helping neighbors – Minnesotans rising together to 
practice compassion.” Today, LSS connects one in 
65 people in Minnesota to community, health, 
safety, housing and prosperity. The work is 
grounded in two principles – God loves all people 
without condition and God yearns for us to love 
the neighbor. 

As part of LSS today, Cherish All Children 
educates, equips and engages churches and 
communities to prevent child sexual exploitation 
and trafficking through prayer, education and 
advocacy.  FLW’s Mission of the Month offering will 
support Cherish All Children and Veterans 
concerns. We do this because practicing 
compassion will change the world. To support LSS, 
make a check out to FLW with Mission of the 
Month in the memo or donate items to LSS 
directly. You can find a list of needed items at 
https://www.lssmn.org/get-involved/donate/wish-
lists. (see p. 4 for more details) 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
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Nonprofit Org. 
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Twin Cities MN 

Permit NO. 1589 

LSS began in 1865 when a Lutheran pastor and his 

congregation opened an orphanage for children. 


