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the Banner of Faith 

Summer Worship 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus” - 
1 Corinthians 1: 4 

Christian community is a gift, a blessing, and, by 
definition, it is meant to be shared. Paul writes to his 
Christian community, thanking them and urging them 
to be the people God made them to be. 

Christian community is a gift for which I give thanks 
too. As my sisters and I and many friends and 
relatives kept vigil with my mother Marilyn while she 
was in home hospice care, we read scripture, told 
stories, laughed and cried.  And through that time, we 
also gave thanks. I gave thanks for you and continue 
to give thanks for you. As your pastor, I am prepared 

to walk with you and your families when you 
experience heartache and mourn the loss of loved 
ones. But with the passing of my mother, the roles 
were reversed!  I knew that the staff: Deacon Kirsten, 
Vicar Becca, Anne Ng, Ann Marie, Katie, Lisa and so 
many of you were going above and beyond so that I 
could take this time to be a daughter. And I knew that 
they and you faithfully prayed and cared for me and 
my family. 

As I reflect upon the care that we received, I thought 
about the Bible study in Acts that we just completed. 
You were doing what Paul ask the new church to do - 
and what people of faith always do:  You surrounded 
those who were hurting with prayer and care. Not only 
did Paul encourage this, it was just (Continued…)  
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Pentecost 
Celebration 

Sunday, June 9 

9:30 a.m. 

How do Lutherans celebrate 
Pentecost? The Holy Spirit blows 

where it will... Come and see! 

Gospel 
Worship 

Sunday, June 23 

9:30 a.m. 

It’s a day of Gospel music and the 
Good News! Come and Hear! 
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Thanks to all who attended and helped make the "Flap 
Jack Sunday" event happen on May 19th! This "Good 

 

Lilac Way has received an “Imagination Grant” 
time, temporary Community Organizer. 
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[Jesus] told them this parable: “Look at all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.- Luke 21:29-31 

Isn’t it wonderful to see the world around us transform into a green and colorful 
oasis? I love inhaling the sweet aroma of blossoming flowers, plants, and trees this 
time of year. The seasons are shifting and summertime is near, so says this passage 
from Luke’s gospel. How quickly the seasons can change! We who have endured life 
in Minnesota know this all too well. Jesus uses the imagery of sprouting trees to 
describe signs for the coming of the kingdom of God. One day in the future, Jesus 
will return and set up the kingdom of God on earth in its fullness. Until that time, we 
live in the in-between of an “already/not yet” world. 

The kingdom of God is here, but like a budding tree, this kingdom has not yet 
reached its fullness. 

So as we go about our summer activities--beach days, camping, time at the cabin, 
watching baseball games, evening strolls in the neighborhood, etc.--remember to 
take a moment to soak in the beauty of God’s budding kingdom in the here and now, 
even as we eagerly await God’s kingdom to blossom in its fullness. 

Vicar Becca 

 

Wildfire KidPack Update:  While Wildfire KidPack distribution closes for 
the summer months, Wildfire KidPack Designer Purse Bingo fundraising 
will be ongoing, the first Tuesday of each month! The KidPack Board has 
determined that the monthly income raised significantly exceeds the 
time, expense and effort required for each evening of Bingo, which has 
averaged roughly $1,100 per event. Our sponsorship commitment for the 
2019-2020 school year is $39,000 - Bingo alone could raise one third of 
that! 

The Bingo license is limited to four months per congregation, annually. 
By rotating through the six congregations we’ll meet the annual 
requirement and be able to continue indefinitely. (Continued on page 4)                                         

(Continued from cover…) what Jesus commanded: Love one another as I have 
loved you. I felt your love and prayers. They lifted me up when I was tired. 
They cheered me when I was sad. And… they made me thankful. As a result 
of your love and prayers and care, my heart is full - not of sorrow - but of 
blessings.  Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 

Thank you for being a part of my Christian community.   

As I reflect back, I realize that not everyone has a Christian community. I also 
realize how much harder it would have been for me if I hadn’t had loving 
people like you. So it makes me wonder,  how we can share this gift of 
Christian community authentically with our neighbors - especially those who 
do not have a faith-based community. It made me realize (again): This is our 
mission. Being Christian community for one another - and for our neighbor -
  is what it means to love our neighbor. And that is our challenge - and 
opportunity. 

With thankfulness to God for you, my beloved Christian community, 

Pastor Pam 
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Jeananne Aanerud President 
 Worship & Music 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 

 Congregational Life 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 

 Life  

Mary Weilage Treasurer 
Sue Ferkingstad Vice President 

Kim Ipsen  

Tommy Thompson  

Everett Love Stewardship 

George West Property 
Emma Weilage Youth 
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Holy Communion services 

monthly on the first & third 

Sundays. 

Come join us! 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane Pastor 
Kirsten Kessel Deacon 

Rebecca Holland Vicar 

Katie Lintelmann Admin/ 

 Communications 

Anne Ng Choir Director 

Ann Marie Skogland-Anderson 
 Organist/Accompanist 

Ann Nowak Wedding Coordinator 

Lisa Jordan Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin Sunday Host 

Community 

Outreach 

Wildfire Moving Forward:  The Wildfire Collaborative of congregations has received an “Imagination Grant” of 

$7,500 plus an additional $1,000 from the Minneapolis Area Synod for the purpose of hiring a part-time, 

temporary Community Organizer who will assist the eight Wildfire congregations (Cross of Glory, Elim, Faith-

Lilac Way, First, Holy Nativity, House of Hope, St James, and Valley of Peace) in determining potential 

directions for unified mission. This person will help us explore the needs and possibilities present in our 

geographic area, roughly, the Robbinsdale School District. This is timely work to reinforce and enhance the 

Faith-Lilac Way Community Engagement Process. Together, we are seeking answers to the question “What is 

God up to all around us, and how might we participate as the connected faith community?” We know there’s a 

high incidence of housing instability and food insecurity, for example, so what might be the most effective 

means for making a difference as we’re called to do as the church of Jesus Christ in this context? Many 

possibilities exist, and thanks to the generous grant and gift from the Synod, we have this opportunity to 

explore together with the help of a Community Organizer. Interviews of potential candidates are underway – 

look for updates as we move onward into God’s preferred future. 

10 hours a week for 20 weeks 

▪ Lead one-to-one trainings with congregation 

members (approximately 3 trainings) 

▪ Do one-to-ones with community leaders in 

Robbinsdale School District area 

▪ Work on grant writing 

▪ Strategic thinking about next steps, including: 

campaigns, leaders from congregations, full time 

job description 

▪ Attend Wildfire Rostered Leader Meeting 

▪ *Congregational communication: Discussion 

around visiting each congregation either during a 

Sunday morning worship or formation time and/or 

council meeting 

▪ Contact Person for part time Interim Community 

Organizer will be Deacon Kirsten Kessel 
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Worship Time Task Force is meeting on Sunday, June 2 to study and assess worship times for the Fall. They 
will be asking: What would be your favorite time for worship? What times are you willing to worship? How 
important is it to you to have an education hour? Do you participate in the education hour? What kind of 
Fellowship time would you like? If you are interested in joining the task force, please see Pastor Pam.

planning and recruiting help for events. Please talk to Deacon Kirsten if you’re interested in serving on the 
Wildfire KidPack Board. Many thanks to Linda Fernelius for her dedicated service as Faith-Lilac Way’s 
representative on the Board the past three years! 

Deacon Kirsten

Come play BINGO for fun, maybe win a designer 
purse, and support a great cause: providing a 
weekend meal to kids struggling with food insecurity, 
so they can reach their best potential physically, 
cognitively, socially, spiritually, and academically. 
Every child, every meal! 

(From the Deacon Continued…) 
Therefore, we are seeking additional 
volunteers to occasionally serve as 
Bingo callers, game packet and single 
game sellers, and cash box 
monitors.  It takes a team of 5-6 people 
arriving by 5:45 p.m. to set-up and 
finish clean-up, typically before 8:30 
p.m. It’s fun, it’s easy, and it’s a great 
help for Wildfire KidPack! Arrive early - 
the St. Louis Park American Legion 
serves great food!  Please contact 
Deacon Kirsten if you’d like to get on 
the schedule. In addition, Faith-Lilac 
Way needs a new representative on the 
KidPack Board, which meets the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Primary responsibilities include serving 
as the communications liaison for the 
congregation, assisting with event 

Pentecost Celebration 
Sunday, June 9 

9:30 a.m. 

Gospel Worship 
Sunday, June 23 

9:30 a.m. 
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The Lunch Bunch will be going to Lynde’s in Osseo on 
Wednesday, June 12, 2019. We will carpool from Faith
-Lilac Way Lutheran Church at 12:30 p.m. and lunch 
will be at 1 p.m All are welcome to join for a meal & 
conversation! 

Faith-Lilac Way has partnered with the Civil Air Patrol 
to host an American Red Cross Blood Drive. Please 
consider coming to donate at the next drive! We need 
your help to either donate blood (register online) or 
welcome those donating (call Katie at 763.537.4523). 

 

 

 

 

 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry dedicated to 
providing congregations with pathways to help prevent 
child sexual exploitation. One way the ministry helps 
provide awareness and funding is by participating in 
the Stop the Trafficking 5K Walk Run For Justice. The 
event is open to runners and walkers of all levels of 
athletic ability. 

As an individual and fellow member of Faith-Lilac 
Way, you can make a significant difference in the lives 
of children in our communities. If you are unable to 
participate in the 5K, please sponsor Sue Ferkingstad 
by making a donation at  http://
www.cherishallchildren.org/race Thank you for your 
continued support of CAC and the work they do every 
day. Please join in raising the needed funds required 
to continue to provide education and support. 
Together, we can make a significant difference.    

Please join Team Cherish All Children by registering 
for the 5K at stopthetraffickingrun.org/ The 
registration fee is: Youth - $30; Adult (18 yrs+) - $40 

For more information contact Sue Ferkingstad 
sueferk@msn.com or 763-521-8936. 

Wildfire VBS for kids ages 3—5th grade! Don’t miss 
ROAR VBS in partnership with Wildfire churches. 
Sunday, July 21—Thursday, July 26: meal at 5 p.m., 
program at 5:45—8 p.m. located at St. James 
Lutheran Church in Crystal. Register online at 
www.vbspro.events/p/wildfire or take a registration 
form in the entry. 

It’s WAPO time! Lake Wapogasset Bible Camp has 
summer camp opportunities for 1st-11th graders. For 
more information, and to see what dates are still 
available, please go to faithlilacway.org or see Pastor 
Pam or Vicar Becca.M
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… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Jacqueline Butkowski, Brandy Day, Mary DeMaio and her son, 
Michael, Sandy Dolence, Bob Fernelius, Betty Greenly, Brad 
Hesslund, Margaret Pendzimas, Linda Prizzia, Herb Scheelk, & 
Cori Vallis. 

 

...those who are at a care facility for assisted living: 

George Bork, Don Emmans, Beverly Evans, & Beverly Halbrooks. 

 

...and the family and friends of those who have recently passed: 

Margaret Peters, LuElla Larson & Marilyn Stalheim 

 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

Congratulations to our former vicar, James Anderson! He will be 
ordained on Friday, June 7 and will begin serving at St. John’s 
Lutheran in Maytown, Pennsylvania. 

 

1st Laurie Schumacher 

4th  Robert Nelson 

5th Ramona Anderson 

9th Kaitlyn Bahneman 

14th Melanie Bahneman 

16th Aili Evans 

17th David Lindgren 

18th Drake Davis 

22nd Stuart Lane 

 Jordon Luoma 

23rd Pam Engquist 

 Tom Evans 

 Renee Kalberg 

24th Marty Moores 

25th Jacqueline Butkowski 

27th Bradley Hesslund 

30th Steve Kuntz 

 

2nd Herb Scheelk 

3rd Steve Stobbs 

5th David Esposito 

6th Todd Hartjen 

9th Brittany Rice 

10th Larry Kuder 

12th Brenna Vierzba 

21st Joyce Zabinski 

22nd Tom Overman 

23rd Michael Lindgren 

24th Kathy Feyen 

 Tiana Love 

25th Marion Hinz 

29th Brittni Johnson 

30th Helen Brandon 

 Daniel Fernelius 

 JoAnne Perkins 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birthdays 
this month. If your birthday is 
this month and you don’t see 
your name here, call the office 
(763.537.4523) so we can up-
date our list. Thank you. 

Sabbath time is time for rest, rejuvenation and renewal. It is time for faith 
and reflection.  It is a time to stop doing the things that you normally do, 
a time to breathe deeply and be restored.  

There are many times in the year that your church staff works extra hard 
for you – In the fall there is the program year kick-off, Fall Stewardship 
drive, this past year the Anniversary celebration. As winter weather 
begins our thoughts turn to Advent and Christmas. In the new year we 
are focused on annual reports. Lent and Easter fall close behind. In the 
summer the schedule changes. There are intensives – VBS and Mission 
trips and Camp, but the schedule is more relaxed. Another congregation 
started designating the slowest week of the year for church activity – the 
week of the 4th of July – as Sabbath Week. As an experiment, we are going 
to try that this year at Faith-Lilac Way. 

Pastoral care will still be available. Call the church office for the phone 
number of the on-call pastor. The FLW staff will be taking Sabbath – and 
hope that you do too! 

Lilacs from the Faith-Lilac Way parking lot. 
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With your support, Cherish All Children (CAC) has 
been able to provide education and support for 
church groups and other community organizations, 
with the expressed purpose of helping to raise healthy 
generations free from child sexual exploitation and 
trafficking. Many of us don't want to think, or don't 
believe this is happening in our own communities. 
The hard reality is that sexual exploitation and 
trafficking of children and youth happens across the 
state, in rural, urban, and suburban communities. 

In the past year, My Neighbor Is Not For Sale has 
been brought to churches and community groups, 
raising awareness of this issue and providing people 
with ways to protect themselves and others. It’s 
through education and awareness that change 
begins. Your meaningful donations help CAC to 
develop programs, support churches and 
communities by providing resources to help keep our 
children safe and end the demand of exploitation and 
trafficking. Please donate and help CAC in this most 
important mission.  

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, 
healing and renewal to people whose lives have been 
disrupted by disasters in the United States and 
around the world. When the dust settles and the 
headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing 
assistance to those in need. 

Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the 
church continue to be church in the midst of disaster 
— following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to 
our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work 
include: 

▪ Providing emotional and spiritual care for people 
who have been affected by a disaster 

▪ Coordinating volunteers 

▪ Assisting refugees 

▪ Promoting disaster risk-reduction 

▪ Providing long-term recovery efforts
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