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Welcome! Welcome is a good word to 
hear. It’s sounds warm and open. 
Faith-Lilac Way is the Welcome 
Church – not only because we are on 
Welcome Avenue but because people 

are good at welcoming oth-
ers.  Welcome is a good word. It’s nice 
to be warmly greeted and welcomed. 
But…being invited is better. 

Being an inviting church means that 
we aren’t just hoping that people will 

visit. Being an inviting church means that we aren’t waiting 
for someone to see the website, the sign, the building or a 
Facebook post. Being a part of an inviting church means that 
you are doing the inviting. 

“But, you may say, “I’m too shy/ introverted/uncomfortable 
and besides, I don’t want to be one of those pushy evangelists 
who go door-to-door. After all… people may be offended. ” No 

worries. Being an invitational church is not about being a 
pushy recruiter. Being part of an inviting church means that 
you are part of a church that has something to offer that peo-
ple need. Being part of an inviting church means that you 
care about your friend/neighbor/co-worker who is lonely/ 
having a hard time/ could use some hope/joy/care in their 
life. And, because you care about them you say, “Would you 

like to come with me to my church to the….worship/ Bible 
study / event.” 

Deb Stehlin, Dir. for Evangelical Mission in the Minneapolis 
Area Synod said she became involved in church when her 
neighbor invited her. Her neighbor – from conversations in 
the driveway – knew that she was taking care of a baby with 
some special needs. Her neighbor also noticed that her car 

never left the driveway on Sunday mornings.  So her neighbor 
said to her one day, “You wouldn’t want to come with me to a 
Bible study in which we study scripture and eat sinful des-
serts and have good conversation… would you?” Deb, who 
was dying for adult conversation, said, “YES! WHEN!” And her 
neighbor told her and then said, “I’ll pick you up and we can 
go together.” 
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I had a conversation with a friend a 
couple weeks ago, and he exclaimed 
to me how he has trouble talking with 

people about Jesus. He grew up in 
the church and has been a Christian 
his whole life, yet he feels like he’s 
simply not smart enough to talk 

about Jesus--or rather, he doesn’t have enough biblical 
knowledge to have a conversation with somebody about faith, 
especially if that person is not Christian. 

I asked my friend a simple question: “So how do you experi-
ence God?” 

And it was amazing to listen as he talked about the profound 
ways he had felt God’s spirit working through him and others 
on mission trips and church camp experiences, the way he 
knew God was at work in the small group bible study that 
he’s involved in, the way he feels connected to God through 

music and prayer both inside and outside of his church. 

So then I asked, “Have you ever talked about these experienc-
es with the people you feel insecure talking to about faith?” A 

 
pause… “No.” 

I think many of us, including myself, feel this way some-
times, or even often, when it comes to talking about our 

faith. We feel insignificant or unqualified to talk about 
Christianity, let alone defend it against someone who ques-
tions it. 

Yet the Bible is a library of stories all about how people have 
experienced God across time. Our stories are no less signifi-
cant than Abraham’s or Moses’ or Ruth’s or Mary’s. They’re 
very different of course, but they deserve to be proclaimed 

for the world to hear. Our stories are meant to be added to 
the stories of the bible. 

We are a resurrection people, and we are all witnesses to the 
glory of Christ. 

This month, as we celebrate Easter and Jesus’ reign over sin 
and death, I challenge you to ponder the ways you’ve experi-
enced God in your life. Then, share some of them--with your 

family, with your neighbors, with your coworkers, with your 
friends. There is power in the resurrection, and there is 
power in your story! 

Notice the underlined words in the last two paragraphs: with 
me and together. A Harvard study showed that 98.5% of peo-
ple come to church because someone they know has invited 

them. It’s not the sign out front or the website or the hopeful 
wishing of the members. It’s a person that they already know 
saying, “let’s go together.”  The Harvard study also showed 
that the scariest step for a visitor to take is the one through 
the doorway of the church – especially if they are doing it 
alone. 

But what if they say “no?” That’s ok. Deb told another story: 

Sharon had health and work trouble. Her friend Jane said to 
her, “Want to come with me to my church this Sunday? I think 
it will do you good.” Sharon said, “No. The last thing I need is 
church.” A few weeks later, as Sharon was complaining to 
Jane about the challenges in her life, Jane said, “How about 
coming to my church’s pancake breakfast with me?” Sharon 
said, “Thanks for asking… but no.” A month later, it was East-

er Sunday….and Jane said, “Do you want to go together to 
worship this week? We’ve got great music and lots of people 
will be there. It’s a great day to visit because no one will notice 
you.” And Sharon said, “Yes.” Jane picked her up and Sharon 
has been joining her ever since. 

 

We have something to offer. We have the love of Jesus Christ – 
and we proclaim that message all year round. But at Easter 
time, we also have great worship, wonderful music and it’s a 
great time for visitors to “blend in.” And each Sunday in April 
and May has a “special focus” from “Holy Humor to a Band to 
Earth Day to music Sunday. So think about inviting someone. 
Do you know someone who could use a laugh? Toe-tapping 

music? A celebration of creation? A youth Sunday?  Let’s not 
just be a Welcoming church. Let’s be an “Inviting church.” 

I look forward to seeing you – and meeting your friends! 

 



To the congregation: As we prepare for our mis-
sion trip to Denver this Summer, you will see 
our youth on Sunday mornings selling treats 
and asking you to invest “stock” in them. The 
idea: you invest money in them ($10 increments) 
and you receive a stock slip back. You’ll also re-
ceive a handwritten thank you upon our return 
home in July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month, Intern Pastor Joe puts out a short 
video “Monthly Message”. Watch, like, and 
share! Simply search “FLW Vicar” on YouTube or 
follow this link: https://youtu.be/i4642lCmxqE  

 

Wednesday, April 4 at 6:30 p.m.: 
WILDFIRE event at First Lutheran 
(normal confirmation returns April 11 & 
April 18). 

Sunday, April 8th at 8:15 a.m. & 10:30a.m.: 

 Holy Humor Sunday 

Wednesday, April 25 at 6:30 p.m.: 

 End-of-Year YOUTH Party 

Sunday, April 29 from 9 a.m.-12:00 noon 

 Youth-Led Worship and Mission Trip 
Fundraiser Event 

It’s never the wrong time to start  
a daily devotional. Find a plan you 

like on the YouVersion Bible App. 

Connect with friends on the app, 

share your plan progress with   

others, and start each day in the 

Tommy Thompson President/ 
 Community Outreach  
 & Evangelism 

Melanie Bahneman Vice Pres/ 
 Youth Committee 

Dave Peloquin Treasurer 

Debbie Overman Secretary/ 
 Congregational Life 

Frank Butkowski Property 

Larry Geer Service & Mission 

Tim Lindgren Property 

Everett Love Stewardship 

Susan Scheelk Worship 

Kim Ipsen Community Outreach 
 & Evangelism 

Merideth Foster Youth  
 Committee 

Linda Fernelius Congregational 
 Life 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sundays, 8:15am & 10:30am. 
Holy Communion services 
monthly on the first & third 
Sundays. 

 

Come join us! 

Sundays at 9:15am 

 

Pamela Stalheim Lane, Pastor 

Joe Orner, Pastoral Intern 

Molly Baker, Administrative  
Assistant/Communication Coordinator 

Anne Ng, Director, Chancel/
Ensembles/Children’s Choir 

Ann Marie Skoglund-Anderson,  
Organist/Accompanist 

Lisa Jordan, Custodian 

Nancy Goodwin, Sunday  
Morning Host 

Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church is a community called to make disciples of Christ through 

office@faithlilacway.org
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• Wednesday, April 11 

through Saturday, April 
14: Portrait sessions for a 

new directory. Book an ap-

pointment online at:        

tinyurl.com/flw2018dir or 

watch for upcoming opportu-

nities to sign up on a Sun-
day in the narthex. 

• Each month a former pastor, 

or one of our current mis-

sion partners, will lead the 

9:30 adult class and preach 

for ONE 10:30am worship 

service. 

• Welcome Tapestry! Tapestry 

is a bi-lingual (Spanish/

English) multicultural com-

munity of Faith in the Min-

neapolis Area Synod. Pastor 

Melissa Melnick and Semi-
nary student Josue Gonzalez 

will lead our worship 

on Sunday, April 15. Tap-

estry is our 75th Anniver-

sary Mission partner and 

the Mission of the month for 
April.   

• May 6: Lutheran Social  

Services (Regional Mission 

Partner) 

• The Brooklyn Big Band will 

return on Wednesday,  

August 22 (6pm to8pm) to 

help FLW celebrate with Big 
Band & Brats! Mark your 

calendar for this fun event! 

  

The 75th Anniversary Committee  
encourages you to use it! Snap  

pictures of your FLW special events, classes  
or church happenings. Help us capture our 
church life through photos.  

The 75th Anniversary Committee is 
looking for “old” church photos. Send 
digital images to Molly in the church 
office (office@faithlilacway.org). We 
can scan and return them if hard 
copy. Mark photos with your name 
and for 75th use. 
 

Thank you! 

“Let your light shine  

before others so that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

             

will take place all weekend long Saturday,  
October 13 and Sunday, October 14. 
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April 1: Happy Easter! Enjoy muffins and 

coffee or juice and joy-filled conversations as 

we celebrate together the resurrection of  

Jesus Christ! 

April 8:  Intergenerational Service Project 

Assemble Personal Care Kits (Baskets of 

Promise) for Lutheran World Relief.  

See the list of items needed on page 8. 

April 15: Welcome Josue Gonzalez from 

Tapestry Ministries. Come and hear his  

morning story of being called by  

Christ into ministry and about the work of 

Tapestry.  

April 22:Earth Day! The Hennepin County 

Horticultural Society (Garden Club) will help  

us explore how we can care for our corner of 

the earth.  

April 29: Welcome Debbie Fenhouse from 

the American Red Cross. She will speak 

about the work that the Red Cross is doing 

in Minnesota, in the nation, and helping our 

Armed services personnel around the world. 

LED Lights have been installed in the church. In addition, there are lights on 
the new banner in the narthex and in the evening, the stained glass window 
on the 42nd Avenue entrance of the sanctuary is lit. Let your light shine for all 
to see! 

We hope you stop and take a look at our monthly 

display shelf just outside the doors to the Sanctu-

ary and choose one or more of our suggestions for 

this month to take home and read. 

 

The Swan Thieves by Elizabeth Kos-

tova. Psychiatrist Andrew Marlow     

embarks on an unconventional [and 

probably unprofessional] pursuit to find 

out why his patient has attacked a   

canvas in the National Gallery of Art. 
The perpetrator is a renounced painter 

himself and is maintaining stubborn      

silence. An old love letter written in 

French in the late 1800’s may unlock 

the   mystery.  

 

We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter. 

The true story of a Jewish family in Poland before 

and during WW2. The Kurcs are flung to the far 

corners of the world, and survive.  

 

Sunburned Country  by Bill Bryson. The King of 

travel literature take us to Australia. Friendly   

inhabitants, lethal wildlife, hot dry weather,and   

reptiles. Bill is a perfect guide – funny, inquisitive 

and very observant. Maybe being from Des 
Moines, Iowa has something to do with why we 

love him so.  

 

Cold Mountain by Charles Fra-

zier. Sorely wounded and disillu-

sioned Civil War Confederate sol-
dier Inman walks away from his 

hospital bed towards home in the 

North Carolina mountains. At the 

same time Ada is trying to save 

her father's derelict farm with the 
help of an uneducated mountain 

girl. Every other chapter describes 

the two in turn and leaves one 

wondering if they will ever reunite. 

 

 

Photo taken at “Intergenerational” Education Hour 

on Sunday, March 18th 
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On Sunday, April 8, plan to stay after worship 
for lunch, following which, we’ll assemble Per-
sonal Care Kits (Baskets of Promise) for Lutheran 
World Relief. The following items are needed for 
kits and will be collected in the narthex through 
Wednesday, April 4: 

• Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, in origi-

nal wrapping) 

• Toothbrushes (adult size, in original packag-

ing) 

• Combs (new, sturdy, wide tooth) 

• Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional) 

• Your monetary donations will help defray the 
cost of shipping.  

• Towels will be provided by a 

Thrivent action grant. 

 

 

You’re invited to join friends from FLW for lunch 
on Wednesday, April 11 (meet at 12:30 pm to 
carpool from the church) at Doolittles in Golden 
Valley. 

 

On April 29, our youth will lead 10:30 a.m.   
worship, which will be followed by a raffle, root 
beer float bar, and a light lunch. 

 

Thrivent Choice allows you to recommend where 
some of Thrivent Financial’s charitable outreach 
funds go. The deadline for directing 2017 Choice 
Dollars is March 31. Log in to thrivent.com 
online or call 800-847-4836 for more  
information. 

Come be a part of Team Cherish All Children 
and join us in the Stop the Trafficking 5K walk/
run for Justice. Your support helps organizations 
continue the work of preventing child sexual   
exploitation. This event takes place on Saturday, 
June 9th at 8:30 a.m. at Purgatory Creek Park 
in Eden Prairie. Early-Bird Rates end on April 
30th. Early Bird Rates are: Youth (5-17 years) 
$20 and Adults (ages 18 +) $30. Regular rates 
are $30 for youth and $40 for adults and same-
day registration is $35 for youth and $45 for 
adults.  

Register at:                                               
https://www.stopthetraffickingrun.org/ 

Did you know: Every 2 seconds someone in America needs blood? To meet the need, the Red cross 

must collect 14,000 units of blood a day. The Minnesota Red Cross is running of short donations of 

blood (it could be because of the flu) and would like to run a blood-donation clinic here on Sunday, 

May 6th from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sign up on the green sheet if you are able. (Contact the Red Cross Donor 

Health line at 1-866-236-3276 if you have questions about whether or not you are eligible.)  
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Dear Faith-Lilac Way Family, 

 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the love, prayers, and support (both 

emotionally and financially) that have been shown to me and my family. Seeing so many  

familiar faces at my Pancreatic Cancer Benefit on January 20th lifted my spirits and             

reminded me that I’m not alone in this fight. My family and I are so grateful to all the      

people that helped make it possible. Thank you to all the people that volunteered their time at 

the benefit, donated baked goods, donated raffle baskets and silent auction items, showed 

their support by eating dinner, purchased baked goods or David’s pottery, bought raffle tick-

ets, tried to win a silent auction item, or made a donation. This has been a very scary and 

emotional time, but all the prayers and support that have been given to me and my family 

have made this journey much more bearable. Thank you for making a difference in my life. 

 

Hugs and blessings, 

 

 

Valerie Wietzke 

 
 

On April 29, our youth will lead 10:30am  
worship, which will be followed by a raffle and 
root beer float bar. We invite you to contribute 
donations for the raffle and will be accepting 
them through April 18. Thank you!! 

This summer’s mission trip to Denver (July 14-
21) will bring all sorts of fun opportunities for 
our youth. We’ll work with local food shelves, 
nursing homes, and children’s programs; we’ll 
get to learn about poverty and homelessness; 
we’ll go hiking in Red Rocks and Boulder and 
even get to worship on top of a mountain.  
Thank you for your support of our students! 

Do you have a joke that can be told in church? If 
so, please give it to vicar Joe or email to the of-
fice. Let us also know if you want to tell the joke. 

On Sunday, April 8 all ages are invited to gather 
during the education hour (9:15-10:15 AM) to 
assemble Personal Care kits (Baskets of Promise) 
as an intergenerational service project.   

Please bring these items by Wednesday, April 
4.  

 

▪ Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, in  
original wrapping) 

▪ Toothbrushes (adult size, in original  
packaging) 

▪ Combs (new, sturdy, wide tooth) 

▪ Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional) 

Your monetary donations will help defray the  
cost of shipping. 

 

For the past few years we have had a paid  
nursery attendant to manage our nursery aided 
by a volunteer. The position is now open. See 
Pastor Pam for more information or if you know 
of a person who you would like to recommend. 
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Come Holy Spirit  
… and put your healing hand upon those in need of your care. 
Comfort those who are suffering from on-going illnesses or are 
hospitalized including:  

Al Anderson, Jacqueline Butkowski, Sandy Dolence,  
Beverly Evans, Marge Flor, Betty Greenly, Brad Hesslund, 
Evan Kuder, Ruth Kuder, Luella Larson, Elizabeth Maxon, 
Margaret Pendzimas, Sue Scheelk, Marilyn Stalheim,      
Cori Vallis, Liz Vierzba, Gloria Voeltz, Valerie Wietzke  

and for those at a care facility or assisted living:  

Bob Borg, George Bork, Bob Fernelius, Beverly Halbrooks,  
Bee Loechler, and Herb Scheelk. 

Let your Holy Spirit be present with these and all for whom  
we pray. In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

Pray for, call, email, send  
a note to these members as 
they celebrate their birth-
days this month. Call the 
office (763.537.4523) with 
additions or corrections to 
our list. Thank you. 

1st Jocelyn Mutschler 

4th Laura Rosenberg 

 Jason Traeger 

 Nicole Whiteman 

6th  Al Villagomez 

7th  Emily Wood 

10th Craig Blackman 

 Janet Osmundson 

15th Carla Morton 

18th Alayna Hanneman 

20th George Bork 

24th Anna Lynum 

25th Brooke Anderson 

26th Brenda Tiber 

28th Amara Ogbuka 

 Debra Reutiman 

30th Madison Anderson 

 Amanda Schnagl 

Glorious God, help me live  
vibrantly, alive to the promise 
that the true life that is me is 
tied to Jesus. Stir me to live 
with passion, alive to the  
moment knowing that my  
future with you is secure. In 
Jesus' name I pray. 

 Amen. 
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Tapestry is a  bilingual (Spanish/English) and  
multicultural community of faith. On Sunday af-
ternoons/evenings, Tapestry worships in Richfield 
at Oak Grove Lutheran Church. In the mornings, 
Tapestry leads worship in other churches (such as 
Faith-Lilac Way on April 15).  They invite us to 
join in building bridges with people who are differ-
ent from ourselves, and crossing them, too, as we 
worship together and participate in community. 
Tapestry is a “new church” of the ELCA and our 
75th Anniversary church partner.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tapestry states that, “ When we gather we are Af-
rican-Americans, Anglos, and Latinos and Latinas 
from many different countries: Argentina, Bolivia, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, 
Venezuela. We acknowledge all that divides and 
celebrate that which unites: the love of Jesus,     
el amor  de Jesus, that we  share at the dinner     
table and at the Lord's table.” 

You can find out more information about Tapestry 
at: www.facebook.com/520932371375069/
videos/820312404770396/ 

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/home

