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Welcome and Announcements 

  

Gathering Song     ELW #879:1-2, 4-5    

For the beauty of the earth,  

   for the beauty of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  

   over and around us lies:  

 

Refrain 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise  

this our sacrifice of praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour  

   of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale and tree and flow’r,  

   sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

 

For the joy of human love,  

   brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth and friends above;  

   for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 

 

For each perfect gift of thine,  

   peace on earth and joy in heav’n;  

for thyself, best gift divine,  

   to our world so freely giv’n:  Refrain 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

When we confess, we acknowledge the ways we have been living apart from relationship with 

God and each other.  

  

Moment of reflection and confession 

  

Gracious God, 

we confess our sin, our separation, and our suffering. Grant us mercy, undeserved and 

extravagant, so we are restored to dignity, belonging, and purpose that come from you.      

We are loved by a God who keeps promises, whose grace is restless to find and free us, who 

calls us beloved from the first day until the last, always eager to welcome us home.  

                                 

Friends in Christ, your sins are forgiven. May your liberation be a gift to the world still aching 

for freedom and may you be strengthened by the love of this community and the healing power 

of the Holy Spirit. 



Amen.  

  

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

  

Kyrie 

 . . . let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, and defend us, O God. 

Amen. 

  

Hymn of Praise     ELW #525 

You are holy, you are whole. 

You are always ever more  

   than we ever understand. 

You are always at hand. 

Blessed are you coming near.   

Blessed are you coming here  

   to your church in wine and bread,  

raised from soil, raised from dead. 

  

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present.   

Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 

Sing hosanna in the highest!  Sing hosanna!  

Sing hosanna to our God! 

 

Prayer of the Day    

Let us pray.  O Father of lights, 

from whose word of truth 

we have been born as firstfruits of your creatures: 

make us quick to listen and slow to speak, 

that the word implanted in us 

may take root to nourish all our living, 

and that we may be blessed in our doing  

and fruitful in action. Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: 

   open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us;  

   speak until our hearts are stirred.   



Alleluia! Lord, we sing  

   for the good news that you bring.  

 

Gospel     Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23       

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 7th Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 

around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 

without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from 

the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 

washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He 

said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

  

‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

  

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 

what defile.” 

For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil 

things come from within, and they defile a person.” (NRSV) 

 

The gospel of the Lord.             

Praise to you, O Christ.   

  

Preaching Lesson     James 1:17-27        

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his 

own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 

fruits of his creatures.  

 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 

that has the power to save your souls.  

 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers 

of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look 



at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look 

into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 

who act--they will be blessed in their doing.  

 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 

religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 

for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. (NRSV)  

  

Word of God, Word of Life.      

Thanks be to God. 

                                                                       

Sermon     Vicar Kyle Anderson             

 

Hymn of the Day     ELW #818 

O Master, let me walk with you  

   in lowly paths of service true;  

tell me your secret; help me bear  

   the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

Help me the slow of heart to move  

   by some clear winning word of love;  

teach me the wayward feet to stay,  

   and guide them in the homeward way. 

 

Teach me your patience; share with me  

   a closer, dearer company,  

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,  

   in trust that triumphs over wrong. 

 

In hope that sends a shining ray  

   far down the future’s broad’ning way,  

in peace that only you can give;  

   with you, O Master, let me live.   

 

Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried;  

   he descended to the dead.   

   On the third day he rose again;  



   he ascended into heaven,  

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic church,  

   the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

Prayers of the People 

   Prayer Refrain   

   Lord, listen to your children praying, 

   Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

   Lord, listen to your children praying, 

   Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

  

   . . . Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

Repeat Prayer Refrain  

  

Offering      

We worship God by supporting our church and the mission we share. Our mission of the month 

for August is NEAR Food Shelf.  

  

Offering Prayer      

Let us pray.  Merciful God,  

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -- our selves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive these gifts. Make us a blessing in 

your world.  Amen. 

   

Words of Institution 

  

Lord’s Prayer       

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

Sharing Communion 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.   

  

Sending Song     ELW #674        

Let us talents and tongues employ,  

   reaching out with a shout of joy:  

bread is broken, the wine is poured,  

   Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,  

pass the Word around: loaves abound!  (2x) 

 

Christ is able to make us one,  

   at the table he sets the tone,  

teaching people to live to bless,  

   love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 

 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out  

   bearing fruit in a world of doubt,  

gives us love to tell, bread to share:  

   God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere!  Refrain 

 

Blessing    

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you  

   and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you  

   and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

Amen. 

  

Dismissal    

Go in grace, grow in faith, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Worship Schedule All Are Welcome! 

Worship online, in the sanctuary, parking lot or at home.  

Online worship available at faithlilacway.org 

 9:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary* and Parking Lot - Simultaneously 

10:30 AM Coffee and treats in the Parking Lot! (masks optional)  

 

Following CDC guidelines, Faith-Lilac Way’s church council asks unvaccinated people to wear 

a mask and be socially distant while in the church building. Also, in keeping with the CDC 

guidelines, we recommend that all people mask and be physically distanced from one another 

while in the building because of the increased spread of the Delta variant even from vaccinated 

people. Our goal is to follow Jesus’ call to love and care for the neighbor, especially those who 

are vulnerable such as unvaccinated children.   

 

 


