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Welcome and Announcements 
  
Gathering Song    ELW #275:1, 2, 4  
Angels from the realms of glory,  

   wing your flight o’er all the earth;  
once you sang creation’s story,  
   now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 
Refrain 
Come and worship, come and worship,  

worship Christ the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,  
   watching o’er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing,  
   yonder shines the infant light.  Refrain 

 
All creation, join in praising  
   God, the Father, Spirit, Son,  
evermore your voices raising  
   to the eternal Three in One.  Refrain 
 

Confession and Forgiveness   

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who sends the word with angels, who is 
made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 

 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We 

seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow 

to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace 

of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in 

word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.  
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the 

child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. + In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are 
clothed in peace.  
Amen.  



Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
Dialogue  
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 

Let the light of his peace shine all around the world. 
Let us spread the light of his peace to all. 

Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace.  
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray.  Gracious God of heaven and earth,  
You have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness - a beam of light that shines 

through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 

Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and 

joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen. 
 

First Lesson    Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
    who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

    together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
    the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 

    you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 

    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
    the salvation of our God. (NRSV) 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 98   ELW #267 (paraphrase of Psalm 98)  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
let earth receive her king; 

let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace  
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Epistle     Hebrews 1:1-12   
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory 

and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 

word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are my Son; 

    today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, 
“I will be his Father, 
    and he will be my Son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

Of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels winds, 
    and his servants flames of fire.” 
But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
    and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 



    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
And, 
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

    and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, 
    and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
    and your years will never end.” (NRSV) 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Gospel Acclamation     ELW #487:2   

What light of truth is offered here,  
   what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life,  
   what wondrous word is given? 
This, this is Christ the king,  
   the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing!  
   The Word of God is given. 
 
Gospel     John 1:1-18 
The gospel according to John, the first chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 



Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. (NRSV) 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon Vicar Kyle Anderson 
 
Hymn of the Day   ELW #292   
Love has come – a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;  
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high! 

  

Love is born! Come share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother;  
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

  
Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us,  
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
          
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead.   

   On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic church,  
   the communion of saints,  



   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People    
Joining our voices with the heavenly host . . . 
 
. . . Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word … in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
Offering 
We worship God by supporting our church and the mission we share.  
 

Offering Response   ELW #294:3   

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 
 
Offering Prayer    

Good and loving god, 
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches 

of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for 

others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy 

at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Responsive Prayer  

You came to dwell among us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, so that we might 
know your love more fully and be in a more complete relationship with you. 
For this we give you thanks, O God. 
But sometimes we forget this incredible truth. When we neglect to remember that 
you are always near, 

send us a sign of your presence, O God. 
When we get caught up in worries and things we can’t change, 
guide our hearts towards you, O God. 
When we are lost in the shadows of despair and hard times, 

shine your light on us, O God. 
When we think we have nothing left to offer, 

remind us that all things are possible with you, O God, and that you never 

leave our side. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word  
Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 

the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus 



Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory forever.  
Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song   ELW #288  
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;  
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!  

He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.   
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!  
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
Blessing     
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.  
Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
Go in grace, grow in faith, serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
 



This Week’s Schedule | All Are Welcome!  
Every Sunday - Any Time - online worship available at faithlilacway.org 
 

 Sunday, Dec 26:  

9:30 AM: Sunday Worship in Sanctuary and Parking Lot  
10:30 AM: No classes 
 
Sunday, Jan 2:  
9:30 AM: Sunday Worship in Sanctuary and Parking Lot  
10:30 AM: No classes 

 
Covid Guidelines for regular services: 

• Masking is required for unvaccinated people 
• Masking & physical distancing is recommended 

 

Requirements for Covid- Safe Services:  
• Vaccination card or negative Covid test required 

• Masking Required 
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