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Blessing   

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. Amen. Numbers 6:24-26  (NRSV)  

 

Dismissal  

Go in grace, grow in faith, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Prelude       

 

Gathering Hymn    Gather Us In      ELW 532 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water, 
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away— 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

 

Children are welcome in worship at FLW! 

Activity bags for children are in the entry. The Nursery (down the hall) is  

available for families with young children to use.  
  

The congregational speaking parts are printed in bold.   

Welcome to Worship 
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Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 

to feel for those his blood has bought, 

that ev'ry deed and word and thought 
may work a work for you. 

  

For all are kindred, far and wide, 

since Jesus Christ for all has died; 

grant us the will, and grace provide, 
to love them all in you. 
  

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

may we each other's burdens share; 

may we, where help is needed, there 

give help as though to you. 

  
And may your Holy Spirit move 

all those who live to live in love, 

till you receive in heav'n above 

all those who live in you. 

 
Communion Blessing 

 

Communion Prayer  

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 

from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 

journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
 

Sending Song      The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve           ELW 551 

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

we go in Jesus' name 

to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
God's favor to proclaim. 
 

We go to comfort those who mourn 

and set the burdened free; 

where hope is dim, to share a dream 

and help the blind to see. 
 

We go to be the hands of Christ, 

to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, 

to do the loving deed. 
 

Then let us go to serve in peace, 

the gospel to proclaim. 

God's Spirit has empowered us; 

we go in Jesus' name. 
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Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Distribution 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
     

 

   O God of Mercy, God of Light             ELW 714  
O God of mercy, God of light, 

in love and mercy infinite, 

teach us, as ever in your sight, 
to live our lives in you. 

  

You sent your Son to die for all, 

that our lost world might hear your call; 

oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 

We rest our hope in you. 
   3 

 

 

 

Invocation 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Confession 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned 

away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise    Jesus Messiah   
He became sin who knew no sin 
That we might become His righteousness 

He humbled Himself and carried the cross 

Love so amazing love so amazing 

 

Refrain 

Jesus Messiah Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 

The Rescue for sinners 

The Ransom from heaven 

Jesus Messiah Lord of all 

 
His body the bread His blood the wine 

Broken and poured out all for love 

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 

Love so amazing love so amazing 

 

Refrain 
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All our hope is in You 

All our hope is in You 

All the glory to You God 
The Light of the world 

 

Refrain 

 

Jesus Messiah 

Lord of all 
The Lord of all 

The Lord of all 

 
Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves © 2008 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Vamos 
Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by 
Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License #11291555(reprint) and #20480436 (streaming): 

 
Prayer of the Day   

God of wisdom, justice, righteousness and compassion, 
you walk with the meek and the poor, the compassionate and those 

who mourn, and you call us to walk humbly with you. When we are 

foolish, be our wisdom; when we are weak, be our strength. As we 

learn to do justice and to love mercy, help us to see your way as our 
blessing. Amen. 
 
First Lesson: Micah 6:6-8 (NRSV) 

The first lesson is from Micah, the 6th chapter. 

 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on 

high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 

rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 

body for the sin of my soul?” 

 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 

you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.       

   

Offering      
  

Anthem               Blessed Are You                   Sarah Hart  
 

Offering Prayer 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful 

power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen.   

 
Offering Response         God Whose Giving Knows No End   

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

from your rich and endless store: 

nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

costly cross, grave's shattered door, 

gifted by you, we turn to you, 

off'ring up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, 

gracious donor of our days. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://worshiptogether.com/


 8 

 
For healing of the nations,  

for peace that will not end, 

for love that makes us lovers, 
God grant us grace to mend. 

Weave our varied gifts together; 

knit our lives as they are spun; 

on your loom of time enroll us  

till our thread of life is run. 

O great weaver of our fabric, 
bind church and world in one; 

dye our texture with your radiance, 

light our colors with your sun. 
 

Your city's built to music; 

we are the stones you seek; 

your harmony is language; 
we are the words you speak. 

Our faith we find in service, 

our hope in others' dreams, 

our love in hand of neighbor; 

our homeland brightly gleams. 

Inscribe our hearts with justice; 
your way—the path untried; 

your truth—the heart of stranger; 

your life—the Crucified. 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried;  

   he descended to the dead.   

   On the third day he rose again;  

   he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic church,  

   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Prayers of the People  

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
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Psalm 15 

Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy 

hill? 
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the 

truth from their heart; 

they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;   

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who 
fear the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take 

back their word. 
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 

against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be 

overthrown.  
 
Refrain 
 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:18-31(NIrV)  
The second lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 1st chapter. 
 

The message of the cross seems foolish to those who are lost and dying. 

But it is God’s power to us who are being saved.  It is written, “I will 

destroy the wisdom of those who are wise. I will do away with the 

cleverness of those who think they are so smart.” (Isaiah 29:14) 
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Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where are the 

great thinkers of our time? Hasn’t God made the wisdom of the world 

foolish?  God wisely planned that the world would not know him through 
its own wisdom. It pleased God to use the foolish things we preach to save 

those who believe.  Jews require signs. Greeks look for wisdom.  But we 

preach about Christ and his death on the cross. That is very hard for [the 

Judeans] to accept. And everyone else thinks it’s foolish.  But there are 

those God has chosen, both Jews and Greeks. To them Christ is God’s 

power and God’s wisdom.  The foolish things of God are wiser than human 
wisdom. The weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
 
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when God chose you. Not 

many of you were considered wise by human standards. Not many of you 

were powerful. Not many of you belonged to important families. But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise. God chose the 

weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the things of this 

world that are common and looked down on. God chose things considered 

unimportant to do away with things considered important. So no one can 

boast to God. Because of what God has done, you belong to Christ Jesus. 
He has become God’s wisdom for us. He makes us right with God. He 

makes us holy and sets us free. It is written, “The one who boasts should 

boast about what the Lord has done.” (Jeremiah 9:24) 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12  (MSG)  
The holy gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. 

Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. 

Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing 
companions. This is what he said: 

 
“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there 

is more of God and his rule. 
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 You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only 

then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.  

 
You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no 

less. That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything 

that can’t be bought.  

 
You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food 
and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 
 

You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 
yourselves cared for.  

 
You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—

put right. Then you can see God in the outside world. 
 

You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of 

compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your 

place in God’s family. 
 

You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 

persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 
 

Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down 

or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means 
is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You 

can be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they 

don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in 

good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this 

kind of trouble.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon               Pastor Pamela Stalheim Lane 
 

Hymn of the Day          Let Streams of Living Justice                ELW 710 

Let streams of living justice  

flow down upon the earth; 

give freedom's light to captives,  

let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry's hands are pleading,  

the workers claim their rights, 

the mourners long for laughter,  

the blinded seek for sight. 

Make liberty a beacon,  

strike down the iron pow'r; 
abolish ancient vengeance:  

proclaim your people's hour. 


