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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Gathering Song    ELW #532     
Here in this place the new light is streaming,  
   now is the darkness vanished away;  
see in this space our fears and our dreamings  
   brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,  
   gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
   we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry,  
   we are the old who yearn for your face;  
we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry,  
   called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,  
   gather us in, the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,  
   give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water,  
   here we will take the bread of new birth,  
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
   call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
   give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
   lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
   not in some heaven, light years away --  
here in this place the new light is shining,  
   now is the kingdom and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever,  
   gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in, all peoples together,  
   fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 



 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  
We exploit the earth and we prioritize our convenience and  
   self-centered pleasure over caring for creation.  
Gracious God, free us from sin, which is everything that  
   separates us from you and your way.  
Listen when we call out to you for help.  
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, 
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise     
O Lord, You have been good, 
You have been faithful to all generations. 
O Lord, Your steadfast love 
and tender mercy have been our salvation.  
  
Refrain 
For by Your hand we have been fed, 
And by Your Spirit we have been led. 
  
O Lord, You have been good, 
You have been faithful to all generations.  Refrain 
  



O Lord, Almighty God, 
Father unchanging, upright and holy. 
O Lord, You have been good, 
You have been faithful, You have been good. 
  
“You Have Been Good,” words and music: Twila Paris © 1988 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing).  All rights reserved.  CCLI Licenses 
#11291555 (reprint) and #20480436 (streaming). 

 
Prayer of the Day 
God of unsearchable mystery and light, 
your weakness is greater than our strength, 
your foolishness brings all our cleverness to naught, 
your gentleness confounds the power we would claim. 
You call first to be last and last to be first, 
servant to be leader and ruler to be underling of all. 
Pour into our hearts the wisdom of your Word and Spirit, 
that we may know your purpose and live to your glory. Amen. 
 
Lesson   1 Corinthians 1:18-24  
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,  
 
"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."  
 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. (NRSV) 
 
Gospel Acclamation     
Alleluia, alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! 
 
Gospel   Mark 8:27-38  
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 
asked his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" And they answered him, "John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." He asked them, "But who 
do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him.  
 



Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."  
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels." (NRSV) 
 
Sermon      Pastor Pam Stalheim Lane 
 
Hymn of the Day     ELW #798 
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,  
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 
“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?” 
 
“Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,  
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.  
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  



   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead.   
   On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People    
 
. . . Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Offering   
We worship God by supporting our church and the mission we share. Our mission of the month for 
September is Every Meal. Our congregation works with Every Meal to reduce hunger in our 
community by supplying the families of school children with meals that they bring home in their 
backpacks.  
 
Offering Prayer      
God of abundance, 
You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 
our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Communion Song   Lamb of God 
 
Sharing Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
Communion Blessing 
 
Prayer after Communion     
Lord of life,  
in the gift of your body and blood  
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.  
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,  
bearing witness to the abundance of your love  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song     ELW #848  
Give to our God immortal praise! 
Mercy and truth are all his ways. 
Wonders of grace to God belong;  
repeat his mercies in your song. 
 
He sent his Son with pow’r to save  
from guilt and darkness and the grave. 
Wonders of grace to God belong;  
repeat his mercies in your song. 
 



Give to the Lord of lords renown;  
the King of kings with glory crown. 
His mercies ever shall endure  
when lords and kings are known no more!  
 
Blessing     
People of God,  
you are Christ’s body,  
bringing new life to a suffering world.   
The holy Trinity, + one God,  
bless you now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
Dismissal   
Go in grace, grow in faith, serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Worship Schedule All Are Welcome! 
Worship online, in the sanctuary, parking lot or at home.  
Online worship available at faithlilacway.org 
 9:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary* and Parking Lot - Simultaneously 
10:30 AM Coffee and treats in the Parking Lot! (masks optional) 
  
Following CDC guidelines, Faith-Lilac Way’s church council asks unvaccinated people to 
wear a mask and be socially distant while in the church building. Also, in keeping with the 
CDC guidelines, we recommend that all people mask and be physically distanced from 
one another while in the building because of the increased spread of the Delta variant 
even from vaccinated people. Our goal is to follow Jesus’ call to love and care for the 
neighbor, especially those who are vulnerable such as unvaccinated children.   
 
 


