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Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song ELW #843

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light;

praise the One who frees the pris’ners, turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev’ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand;

from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev’'ry land.

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.

Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one.

Confession and Forgiveness
When we confess, we acknowledge the ways we have been living apart from relationship with
God and each other.

Moment of reflection and confession

Gracious God,

we confess our sin, our separation, and our suffering. Grant us mercy, undeserved and
extravagant, so we are restored to dignity, belonging, and purpose that come from
you.

We are loved by a God who keeps promises, whose grace is restless to find and free us, who
calls us beloved from the first day until the last, always eager to welcome us home.

Friends in Christ, your sins are forgiven. May your liberation be a gift to the world still aching
for freedom and may you be strengthened by the love of this community and the healing
power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie



... let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise ELW #525
You are holy, you are whole.
You are always ever more
than we ever understand.
You are always at hand.
Blessed are you coming near.
Blessed are you coming here
to your church in wine and bread,
raised from soil, raised from dead.

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present.
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!

Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna!

Sing hosanna to our God!

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Gracious God,

whose love streams like fresh water into the deserts of our hearts, open us to share your
love with others who are thirsty and hungry for your word and your way. Open us to the
opportunities for ministry that lie before us, where faith and words and the need of our
neighbor come together. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Lesson [saiah 35:4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water. (NRSV)

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia! Lord and Savior:
open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us;
speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing




for the good news that you bring.

Gospel Mark 7:24-37
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 7th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down
at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to
take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." But she answered him, "Sir, even the dogs
under the table eat the children's crumbs." Then he said to her, "For saying that, you may go--
the demon has left your daughter." So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and
the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be
opened." And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." (NRSV)

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Pam Stalheim Lane

Hymn of the Day ELW #612
Refrain

Healer of our ev'ry ill,

light of each tomorrow,

give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.

You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain



Give us strength to love each other,
ev’ry sister, ev’ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Prayer Refrain
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

... Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Repeat Prayer Refrain

Offering
We worship God by supporting our church and the mission we share. Our mission of the

month for September is Every Meal. Our congregation works with Every Meal to reduce



hunger in our community by supplying the families of school children with meals that they
bring home in their backpacks.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -- our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive these gifts. Make us a
blessing in your world. Amen.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Sending Song ELW #726

Light dawns on a weary world

when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity.
Light dawns on a weary world:

the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain
The trees shall clap their hands;
the dry lands gush with springs;
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy,
and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

Love grows in a weary world



when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed.
Love grows in a weary world:
the promised feast of plenty comes.

Hope blooms in a weary world

when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn.
Hope blooms in a weary world:

the promised green of Eden comes.

Blessing
May the Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine on you

and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you

and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in grace, grow in faith, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Worship Schedule All Are Welcome!

Worship online, in the sanctuary, parking lot or at home.
Online worship available at faithlilacway.org

9:30 AM Worship in Sanctuary* and Parking Lot - Simultaneously
10:30 AM Coffee and treats in the Parking Lot! (masks optional)

Following CDC guidelines, Faith-Lilac Way’s church council asks unvaccinated people to wear
a mask and be socially distant while in the church building. Also, in keeping with the CDC
guidelines, we recommend that all people mask and be physically distanced from one another
while in the building because of the increased spread of the Delta variant even from
vaccinated people. Our goal is to follow Jesus’ call to love and care for the neighbor,
especially those who are vulnerable such as unvaccinated children.



